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ADVERTISEMENT.  ' 


proper  names  of  places^  perfonSy 
and  things  y are  for  the  moft  part 
giveny  in  this  ^"'ranflatioUy  according  to 
the  orthography  of  the  original  \ and  a 
few  exprejfions  that  relate  to  the  fate  of 
affairs  at  the  time  the  Hiftory  was  com^ 
pofed  are  ftill  retainedy  though  JuhJequent 
events  y particularly  the  death  of  Ay  der y 
have  rendered  them  lefs  applicable  at  pre^ 
fent,  ^ ^ • 
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A U T H O R’S  P R E F A C E,, 

Tl  HOUG  H it  is  not  ufual  to  write  the 
hiftory  of  a living  prince,  the  great  dif- 
tance  which,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  per- 
mits the  hiftorian  to  fpeak  with  freedom,  will' 
ferve  as  an  excufe  for  the  infringement  of  fo  juft 
a rule,  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  may.  read  the 
following  ftieets  without  prejudice.  The  writer 
has  adhered  to  the  ftridteft  impartiality,  in  relat- 
ing the  exploits  of  the  moft  famous  conqueror 
India  has  beheld  fince  the  time  of  Thamas  Kouli 
Khan  ^ a prince  very  much  fuperior  to  that 
ufurper,  as  well  for  the  extent  of  his  genius  as 
for  the  propriety  of  his  condüdf,  which  far  ex- 
ceeds that  of  the  other  Indian  fovereigns. 

It  will  be  eafily  perceived  that  the  Author 
has  neither  endeavoured  to  flatter  nor  to  calum- 
niate. If  the  Engiifli  fliould  find  that  they  are 
not  fpared,  it  will  not  be  in  their  power  to  re- 
proach him  with  having  invented  any  untruth  : 
and  there  are  very  .many  individuals  of  that 
nation,  who  know  that  he  could  fpeak  much 
more  effeclually  to  the  difadyantage  of  the  Eng- 
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lifh  adminiflration  in  India,  if  he  thought  it  ne- 
ceiTary  to  reveal  fuch  particulars  as  he  himfelf 
has  feen. 

Whether  the  tyranny  which  thefe  men  have 
exercifed  in  India  be  a crime  of  their  nation,  or 
purely  their  own,  is  of  no  importance  to  the 
Author  in  his  capacity  as  an  Hiftorian,  fmce 
he  has  not  made  any  reflexions  on  the  fubjeX 
in  the  enfuing  pages. 

The  Generals  Coote,  Smith,  and  Goddard, 
are  fpoken  of  v/ith  the  juflice  they  deferve  ; 
which  circumftance  ought  to  be  of  weight  to 
vindicate  his  impartiality  from  the  reproaches 
that  interefted  and  prejudiced  readers  will  doubt- 
lefs  be  ready  to  make. 

If  any  of  his  recitals  fhould  be  contrary  to 
the  ideas  of  certain  perfons  acquainted  with  the 
fame  events,  he  begs  they  will  pleafe  to  make  a 
diftinXion  between  the  faXs  he  himfelf  has  been 
witnefs  to,  and  thofe  he  could  only  learn  from  the 
information  of  others. 

The  perfons  cited  in  the  courfe  of  the  hifibry, 
and  who  may  be  now  in  Europe,  are  appealed 
to  with  confidence  to  aflert  the  truth  of  what 
is  here  attributed  to  them.  With  regard  to 
other  faXs,  it  is  requefted  that  they  will  believe 
this  narration  in  preference  to  what  may  have 
been  written  tg  them  by  men  wbo  have  not  been 
y in 
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in  the  fame  confidential  fituatlon  as  the  Author, 
and  have  likewife  reafons  for  difguifing  the  truth, 
that  can  have  no  influence  upon  him. 

The  true  dignity  and  importance  of  hiilory  is 
placed  in  truth.  It  has  not  therefore  been  in 
his  power  to  fpare  fuch  of  his  countrymen  as 
have  behaved  unworthily  : but,  out  of  confide- 
ration  for  their  refpeâiàble  families,  he 'has  been 
careful  to  omit  mentioning  their  names  ; which 
is  the  only  tendernefs  he'has  indulged  himfelf  in. 
The  following  work  Is  not  ftriftly  confined  to 
the  adfions  of  Ayder  Ali  Khan  ; but  is  likewife 
iritended  to  give  an  accurate  idea  of  the  revo- 
lutions that  have  taken  place  in  India,  previous 
to  the  aggrandizement  of  that  great  prince  : 
for  the  purpofe  of  fatisfying  the  reader  on  this 
head,  it  is  thought  proper  to  prefix  an  Hiftorical 
Introduction,  that  will  render  him  acquainted 
with  the- genius  and  character  of  the  perfonages 
fpoken  of. 

The  account  of  particular  circumfiances  re- 
lating to  the  Life  of  Ayder  Ali  Khan,  that  fol- 
lows the  Introduction,  gives  an  idea  of  his  per- 
fon,  confidered  as  a man,  a general,  and  a fol- 
dier.  The  Author  hopes  that  it  will  ferve  to 
make  the  private  character  of  the  Nabob  better 
known  than  thofe  of  mofi:  European  fovereigns. 
A perfect  acquaintance  with  the  men  that  fur- 
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round  a king,  will  often  give  the  moft  accu- 
rate knowledge  of  his  own  manners  and  incli- 
nations. With  this  intention,  the  portraits  of 
fome  of  the  relations  as  well  as  of  the  intimate 
friends  of  Ayder  are  given. 

There  has  not  yet  appeared  any  work  that 
explains  the  principles  of  government  of  the 
princes  nov/  reigning  in  Indoftan  : it  is  therefore 
hoped  that  the  Public  will  receive  with  plea- 
-fure  the  detail  here  given  of  the  eftablifliments, 
laws,  cuftoms,  and  forms  of  government  that 
prevail  in  Ayder’ s dominions.  The  Engli/h 
have  lately  publilhed  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of 
the  Hindoos  : but  Indoftan  has  been  fo  long  go- 
verned by  Mahometan  princes,  that  this  code 
of  the  ancient  Hindoo  laws  inftrucfts  us  in  the 
•prefent  government  of  India,  nearly  as  much  as 
the  laws  of  the  ancient  Druids  are  capable  of 
explaining  the  adminiftration  and  government  of 
•the  prefent  F rench  nation. 

It  is  thought  proper  to  give  a map,  on  which 
^11  the  operations  of  Ayder  may  be  followed.  It 
was  not  poffible  to  do  this  on  any  of  the  charts 
hitherto  publiftied,  as  there  is  not  one  among 
them  that  gives  a plan  of  Indoftan  fulHciently 
juft  to  be  of  any  fervice  to  a traveller. 

One  of  the  greateft  difficulties  that  attend  the 
conftrudlion  of  maps  of  India,  arifes  from  the 

different 
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different  names  that  are  given  to  provinces  and 
towns,  in  the  different  languages  fpoken  in  In- 
dia. Three-fourths  of  the  names  given  by  thé 
ancient  inhabitants  of  the  place,  are  not  knowri 
even  on  the  fpot.  This  arifes  from  the  cuftorri 
of  the  Moors  or  Mogols,  who  have  changed  the 
greater  part  of  the  names,  and  it  is  the  Mogol 
names  that  are  commonly  ufed*  In  the  map 
annexed  to  thefe  Memoirsj  the  names  mofî:  iri 
ufe  are  adopted  ; and  the  differences  between 
this  and  other  maps  are  founded  on  local  know- 
ledge and  good  obfervations. 

The  Author  can  with  juftice  indulge  the  hope 
that  thefe  Memoirs  will  not  be  confounded  with 
thofe  rhapfodies  that  have  appeared  within  the 
laft  three  or  four  years,  under  the  title  of  EJfaU 
fur  la  TtV,  and  Abrégés  de  PHiJloire  d'Hyder  AH ^ 
which  were  evidently  fabricated  by  people  who 
have  not  only  been  totally  Unacquainted  with 
Ayder,  but  even  entirely  without  any  memoirs, 
except  thofe  tales  that  have  occafionally  appeared 
in  the  public  papers.  From  thefe  materials,  co- 
pied with  fervility,  they  have  formed  compor- 
tions w’hich  they  have  had  the  affurance  to  offer 
as  original  to  the  Public,  under  a variety  of  pom- 
pous titles.  It  was  from  a view  of  thefe  inaccu- 
rate and  fidlrtious  com.pilatioiis,  that  the  Author 
was  induced  to  write  the  Hiftory  he  now  prefents 
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to  the  world.  As  an  eye-witnefs  of  part  of  his 
conquelfs,  and  of  the  glory  that  furrounds  him, 
he  thought  it  a kind  of  duty  incumbent  on  him 
to  make  this  fovereign  known,  at  an  inftant  in 
which  he  has  become  fo  intereiling  to  Europe,  and 
to  France  in  particular. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  orthography  of 
this  work  differs  much  from  that  of  the  public 
papers,  which  always  write  Hyder,  inftead  of  Ay- 
der,  his  true  narne.  We  have  the  authority  of 
M.  BuiTi  for  this  mode  of  fpelling,  as  may  be 
feen  by  confulting  the  Memoirs  of  that  gentle- 
man, who  refided  many  years  at  Ayder  Abad, 
and  could  not  be  deceived  in  the  name  ; any  more 
than  others  who  have  been  in  Ayder’s  army, 
where  the  anfwer  to  vive?  or.  Who  are  you 
for?  is  always,  Ayder  AU  Khan^  Nabob  Bahader^ 
The  true  reafon  of  this  is,  that  all  our  news- 
writers  copy  from  the  Englifh  papers,  who  write 
Hy^  which  in  their  language  is  pronounced  like 
the  French  Ay,  The  Englifh,  in  writing  a fo- 
reign proper  name,  ufe  fuch  a combination  of 
letters  as  gives  the  original  found  to  an  Englifh 
reader.  And  fin  ce  writing  is  the  pidure  of  fpeech, 
or  the  art  of  fpeaking  to  the  eyes,  why  fhould  not 
our  tranflators  follow  theh  example  ? 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Before  we  enter  upon  the  Hiftory 
of  Ayder  Ali  Khan,  it  is  necefTary  to 
give  an  account  of  part  of  thofe  revolu- 
tions, which  the  invafion  of  India  by  Nadir 
Sha,  king  of  Perfia,  commonly  called  Tharaas 
Kouli  Khan,  occafioned  in  that  extendve  em- 
pire ; and  more  efpecially  in  thofe  ‘provinces 
that  were  the  theatre  of  the  various  fcenes  we 
^are  about  to  relate. 

Nadir  Sha,  previous  to  his  quitting  Delhi 
for  the  purpofe  of  returning  to  his  own  ftates, 
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concluded  a treaty  with  Mehemet  Sha,  em- 
peror of  the  Mogols,  in  which  it  was  ordained 
that  the  charge  of  Grand  Vifir,  and  all  the  Su- 
bafhips  or  viceroyalties  then  nine  in  num- 
ber, fhould  be  hereditary  in  the  families  at  that 
time  in  poiTeffion  of  them.  This  article  was 
iloubtlefs  a ftroke  of  politics  in  the  Perfian 
conqueror,  to  divide  the  force  of  an  empire, 
whofe  ftrength  was  fufficiently  exhibited  in  the 
army  of  1,200,000  men  affembled  to  oppofe 
him  ; and  which,  under  an  emperor  of  another 
difpofition,  might  revenge  the  infult  fuftained 
by  Mehemet  Sha.  But  it  is  likewife  to  be 
prefumed,  that  he  had  previoufly  fettled  this 
point  ; and  in  putting  it  in  execution^  he  only 
forwarded  the  ambitious  views  of  Nizam  El 
Moulouc,  Grand  Vifir  and  Suba  of  Decan-, 
•who,  in  revenge  for  an  affront  put  upon  him 
by  Mehemet  Sha,  had  invited  the  king  of  Per- 
fia  into  the  empire,  and  had  been  the  means  of 

* The  title,  power,  and  prerogatives  of  a Suba  cannot 
be  better  defined  than  by  tranflating  the  word  into  the 
terms  Vicar-genei-al  of  the  Empire.  For  this  charge  be- 
llows a fupremacy  over  the  kings  and  vaflals  of  the  em- 
pire, which  the  Suba  exercifes  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  emperor  himfelf.  Similar  to  this  would  be  the  pow- 
er of  a vicar-general  of  the  empire  in  Italy,  if  this  dig- 
nity were  at  prefent  polTeffcd  of  aflivity  and  energy. 
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preferving  him  from  the  probable  efFe£ls  of  fo 
rafh  an  undertaking. 

The  Subaftiip  of  Decan,  then  in  pofTeffion 
of  Nizam  El  Moulouc,  conftituted  at  leaft  a 
third  part  of  the  Mogol  empire.  All  the  coun- 
try that  extends  from  the  gulf  of  Cambaya  to 
Bengal,  formed  part  of  this  Subalhip,  whofe 
chief  cities  were  Aurengabade  and  Aydera- 
bade  j and  it  extended  to  all  the  coafts  of  the 
hither  peninfula,  from  Cambaya  to  the  gulf  of 
Bengal. 

This  vaft  government  was  divided  into  many 
others.  Among  thefe  were  many  kingdoms 
governed  by  their  own  kings  and  particular 
laws,  being  no  more  than  tributaries  to  the 
empire  ; except  that  they  were  obliged  to  fur- 
niih  a certain  number  of  troops  to  the  army  of 
the  Suba,  which  the  kings  themfelves  very  of- 
ten efteemed  it  an  honour  to  lead  in  perfon*. 
The  principal  of  thefe  kingdoms  were  thofe 
of  the  Marattas,  of  Canara,  and  of  Mayflbur.  ' 

Many  of  thefe  kingdoms  and  fiâtes  were 
fcarcely  in  fubjedlion  • and  among  them  Canara, 
a country  difficult  of  accefs  from  its  numerous 
forefls  and  mountains.  The  Marattas  were 
no  otherwife  fubjedled,  than  by  means  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Suba,  refpe£ling  the  payment 
of  the  Chotay,  or  fifth  part  of  the  revenue  of  De- 
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can,  which  the  emperor  Aurengzebe  had  grant- 
ed them  ; and  the  great  population  of  their 
country  furniflied  them  with  numerous  and 
powerful  armies,  efpecially  of  cavalry,  whofe 
incurfions  were  not  eafily  checked  : And  laftly 
there  w^ere  fiâtes,  which,  tho’  comprized  in 
the  Subaflrip  of  Decan,  were  not  yet  fubjeéled. 
Such  were  the  fmall  kingdom  of  Calicut,  or  of 
the  Samicrins,  and  the  other  fiâtes  of  the  black 
princes  on  the  coafl  of  Malabar  ; into  which 
the  armies  of  the  Mogols  were  unable  to  pene- 
trate, by  reafon  of  the  narrow  and  difficult  en- 
trances through  forefls  and  mountains. 

Befides  the  kingdoms  and  other  tributary 
countries,  the  Subafhip  of  Decan  comprehend- 
ed feveral  governments,  of  greater  or  lefs  mag-‘ 
nitude,  which  were  not  hereditary,  but  in  the 
gift  of  the  Suba  ; whofe  nomination,  however, 
required  to  be  confirmed  by  the  emperor. 

When  the  Subafhips  became  hereditary,  the 
Subas  pretended  to  the  right  of  irrevocably  no- 
minating thofe  governors,  which  the  Europeans 
call  Nabobs,  without  the  neceffity  of  any  con- 
firmation from  the  court  of  Dchli. 

-The  Nabobfiiip  of  Arcot  * held  the  firfl  rank 

among 
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different  from  that  given  by  the  EUitgrofthe  Memoirs 
, afcribed 
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among  all  thofe  governments  comprized  in  the 
Subafhip  of  Decan,  as  well  for  its  extent  as  for 
its  riches  and  population.  For  it  contains  all 
the  country,  known  by  the  name  of  Coroman- 
del, that  lies  between  the  mountains  and  the 
fea  coaft,  from  Cape  Comorin  to  Kifna,  a river 
which,  after  running  over  a courfe  of  more  than 
five  hundred  leagues,  all  within  the  Suballiip  of 
Decan,  falls  into  the  fea  near  Mazulipatnam, 

afcribed  to  general  Lawrence.  It  is  neceflary,  in  that 
work,  to  diftinguifli  the  reports  of  the  Author  himlelf 
from  the  account  of  the  expeditions  of  general  Law- 
rence. The  latter  is  generally  true,  excepting  that  the 
French  forces  are  magnified  in  number,  and  the  Eng- 
liih  diminifhedi  fo  as  frequently  to  produce  contradic- 
tions. As  to  the  Editor  of  thofe  Memoirs,  it  will  be 
fufficient  to  form  a judgment  of  him,  if  we  recollect 
that  he  affirms,  that,  previous  to  the  time  in  which  M. 
Buffi  followed  Mouzaferzing,  the  Europeans  were  ig- 
norant of  wliatpafled  at  the  court  of  the  Indian  princes, 
their  neareft  neighbours.  He  affirms  likewile,  in  his 
introduction,  that  his  work  is  defigned  to  exhibit  or 
make  known  tlie  rights  of  Mehemet  Ali  Khan.  With 
this  intention,  he  is  careful  to  avoid  every  thing  that  can 
ferve  to  render  him  odious,  as  well  as  his  father  Ana- 
verdi  Khan.  To  fhew,  from  an  inconteftable  fadt,  that 
this  Editor  was  not  in  poffeffion  of  accurate  informa- 
tion, we  need  only  obferve,  that  he  gives  Nizam  El 
Moulouc  no  more  than  four  fons,  though  he  left  fix. 
The  two  that  are  omitted  by  him  are  ftill  living.  The 
one  is  named  Bazaletzing,  and  the  other  MirsMogol. 
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This  government,  though  held  only  at  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  Suba,  had  been  very  long  in  pofleffion 
of  the  fame  family,  a branch  of  the  Seyds,  or  de- 
Icendants  of  Mahomet,  by  Ali  his  coufin  and 
Fatima  his  daughter.  The  princes  of  this  il- 
luftrious  family  were  adored  by  their  fubjedls, 
for  having  rendered  the  country  rich  and  popu- 
lous by  the  mildnefs  and  moderation  of  their 
government. 

Several  lords  of  the  fame  family,  as  the  Na- 
bobs * of  Veilour,  Vandevachi,  &c.  poflefled 
fmall  tradfs  of  country,  which  they  had  re- 
ceived en  appanage  f ; but  they  acknowledged 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot  as  their  fuperior,  and  the 
chief  of  their  family.  This  Nabobfhip  of 
Arcot  comprehended  alfo  feveral  lefs  ftates,  as 
that  of  the  Raja  of  Tanjaor,  of  the  Naies  of 
Madura,  and  of  Mazara,  &c.  who  were  tribu- 
taries, and  obliged  to  furnifh  a quota  of  troops 
to  the  Nabob’s  army. 

In  the  year  1740,  the  Marattas  made  an 
incurfion  into  the  Subafhip  of  Decan,  in  the 
abfence  of  Nizam  El  Moulouc,  Grand  Vifir 

♦ The  fignification  of  the  word  Nabob  will  be  here- 
after explained. 

f Lands  are  given  en  appanage,  when  they  are  in 
lieu  of  the  future  right  of  facceflion  to  the  whole,  of 
which  they  are  a part. 
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mà  Suba  y and,  fpreading  like  a torrent,  they 
arrived  at  the  country  of  Arcot,  under  the  con- 
du(fl;  of  Ragogi  their  general. 

The  Nabob  of  Arcot*  having  colledfed  his 
forces,  which  were  by  no  means  equal  to  thofe 
of  the  Marattas,  marched  againfl:  them,  and  loft 
both  the  viéfory  and  his  life. 

This  unfortunate  Nabob  left  an  only  Ibn  f , 
who  fucceeded  him  in  his  government.  The  reft 
of  his  family  fought  an  afylum  at  Pondicherry, 
where  the  SieurDumas,  then  governor,  received 
and  promifed  to  proteèb  them,  in  return  for  the 
repeated  advantages  the  French  had  received 
from  the  Nabobs  of  Arcot,  fince  their  fir  ft 
eftablifhment  in  India. 

Ragogi  laid  fiege  to  Pondicherry,  whofe 
fortifications  were  in  a very  indifferent  ftate. 
He  demanded  the  governor  to  deliver  up  to 
him  the  family  of  the  Nabob,  and  to  pay  him 
tribute.  The  fpirited  anfwer  of  the  governor 
is  well  known.  He  replied,  that  the  dominions 
of  the  King  of  France  had  always  been  the  afy- 
lum of  unfortunate  Princes  ; and  that  the  French 
had  no  other  tribute  to  give  than  bullets  and 

* Daouft  Ali  Khan, 
t Sabder  Ali  Khan* 
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balls.  A piece  of  gallantry  made  to  the  mit^ 
trefs  of  the  A4aratta  general,  contributed,  toge- 
ther with  the  adfivity  of  the  befiegedj.to  induce 
Ragogi  to  raife  the  fiege. 

The  fame  general,  in  the  following  year, 
befieged  Trichnapoli,  a lirong  place  on  the 
river  Caveri.  It  furrendered  for  want  of  pro- 
vifion  ; and  Chanda  Saeb,  the  Nabob  of  the 
country,  became  prifoner,  and  was  carried  to 
Sattara.  Nizam  El  Moulouc,  being  informed 
of  the  irruption  of  the  Marattas  and  the  death 
of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  who  v/as  affaffinated, 
nominated  Anaverdi  Khan,  one  of  his  beft  ge- 
nerals, a man  of  addrefs  and  of  confummate 
knowledge  in  politics  and  the  fcience  of  go- 
vernment, regent  and  adminiltrator  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Arcot,  during  the  minority  of  the 
young  prince,  Seyd  Mehemet  Khan,  grandfoii 
of  Daouft  Ali  Khan.  Anaverdi  Khan,  who  then 
(in  1742)  commanded  the  forces  of  the  Suba 
of  Decan  to  the  northward  of  Mafulipatnam, 
very  foon  arrived  at  Arcot.  On  the  other 
fide,  Nizam  El  Moulouc  advancing  by  forced 
marches  to  the  relief  of  his  dominions,  Ra- 
gogi  abandoned  the  country  of  Arcot,  and  re- 
tired into  the  country  of  the  Marattas. 

, - Anaverdi 
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Anaverdi  Khan  reftored  tranquillity  and  good 
order  to  the  country  entrufted  to  his  charge, 
and  made  his  government  beloved  both  by  the 
people  and  the  army.  He  feemed  at  fir  ft  to 
be  exceedingly  attached  to  the  young  prince,- 
and  was  very  attentive  to  the  care  of  his  edu- 
cation. But  this  infidious  politician,  whole 
delires  tended  folely  to  the  acquilition  of  his 
pupil’s  territories,  was  careful  to  infpire  the 
young  prince  with  a degree  of  haughtinefs  and 
avidity  capable  of  rendering  him  odious,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  was  himfelf  courting  every 
day  more  and  more  the  afFeéfion  of  the  people 
and  the  army. 

When  the  young  prince  became  of  an  age 
proper  to  marry,  he  advifed  him  to  efpoufe  the 
daughter  of  the  Nabob  of  Veilour,  one  of  his 
near  relations.  This  Nabob  having  accepted 
the  alliance  with  joy,  propofed  to  give  fuperb 
entertainments  on  the  occalion  of  the  mar- 
riage, according  to  the  ordinary  cuftom  of  the 
Indians,  who  are  much  attached  to  pomp  and 
ceremony  in  circumftances  of  this  nature. 

During  the  time  of  the  preparation  for  the 
nuptials,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1744,  A- 
naverdi  Khan  infpired  the  young  prince,  who 
had  the  higheft  confidence  in  his  tutor,,  with  the 
7 abfurd 
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abfurd  idea  of  profiting  by  the  tumult  of  the  oc- 
cafiion,  to  get  poflèfiion  of  Veilour,  and  rob  his 
future  father-in-law  of  the  fortrefs,  which 
was  the  ftrongeft  in  all  the  country,  and  con- 
tained, as  it  was  faid,  a great  mafs  of  trea- 
fure.  The  young  Nabob,  whofe  heart  was 
already  corrupted,  approved  highly  of  this  ad- 
vice, and  refolved  to  put  it  in  execution.  He 
repaired  to  Veilour,  where  it  was  concerted 
that  Anaverdi  Khan  ihould  caufe  foldiers  to 
come  as  fimple  fpedlators,  who,  joining  at  once 
with  the  prince’s  retinue  and  thofe  who  accom- 
panied Anaverdi  Khan,  fhould  put  the  garrifon 
of  Veilour  to  the  fword,  and  take  polTefiion  of 
the  place,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  young 
prince.  But  the  perfidious  tutor,  who  had  de- 
vifed  this  confpiracy  with  no  other  intention 
than  that  of  betraying  his  pupil  into  deftruc- 
tion,  fent  but  a fmall  number  of  foldiers  ; and 
caufed  the  Nabob  of  Veilour  to  be  advifed  fe- 
cretly  of  the  defign  of  his  nephew,  the  evening 
before  he  had  appointed  to  come  himfelf  to  the 
place.  His  hope  was,  that  the  Nabob,  en- 
raged at  the  perfidy  of  his  future  fon-in-Iaw, 
would  put  him  to  death.  In  this,  however, 
he  was  difappointed  ; for  the  Nabob  contented 
himielf  with  reproaching  the  young  man  pub- 
licly 
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Kdy  with  his  crime  ; and  caufed  him  to 
leave  the  place  immediately,  with  all  his  fol- 
lowers. 

The  event  of  this  contrivance  having  turned 
out  contrary  to  the  expedations  of  Anaverdi 
Khan,  he  foon  after  formed  another  plot,  which 
fucceeded  in  accomplifhing  the  xieftrudion  of 
the  young  Nabob. 

Nizam  El  Moulouc  being  defirous  of  pof« 
feffing  an  army,  which,  though  compofed  of 
different  Indian  nations  become  effeminate  by 
a long  peace,  fhould  neverthelefs  be  fit  for  the 
purpofes  of  war,  had  with  that  intention  in- 
vited into  his  dominions  a great  number  of 
Patanes,  or  inhabitants  of  Candahar,  the  re- 
mains of  thofe  Agwans  who  had  conquered 
Perfia,  and  whom  Nadir  Sha,  after  having 
chaced  them  out  of  that  fertile  kingdom,  had 
purfued  even  to  their  own  mountains.  He  had 
even  bellowed  among  the  chiefs  of  them  Na- 
bobfhips,  or  fiefs  of  the  empire  ; whence  arofe 
the  Patane  Nabobs  of  Carpet,  Canour,  and  Sa- 
nour,  — a numerous  corps  of  thefe  Patanes, 
who  compofed  part  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot’s 
army,  and  to  whom,  at  that  time,  confidera- 
ble  fums  were  due  for  pay.  Thefe  people 
are  courageous  ; but  ferocious,  cruel,  and  per- 
fidious. 
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fwlious,  when  they  believe  themfelves  ilî- 
treated.  Anaverdi  Khan  aflembled  thefe  Pa- 
tanes  at  Arcot,  under  the  pretence  of  caufing 
them  to  pafs  in  review  before  their  prince  ; 
and,  by  his  fecret  agents,  excited  them  to  de- 
mand the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  them.  He 
did  not  fail  to  advife  the  young  Nabob,  that 
the  method'^to  enforce  refpedi  from  his  troops, 
was  to  threaten  them  with  the  chaftifement 
due  to  their  infolence.  The  prince,  who  was 
but  too  much  inclined  to  fpeak  with  haughti- 
nefs  and  contempt,  treated  them  in  the  fevereft 
manner.  A revolt  was  the  confequence  ; and, 
in  their  fury,  they  did  not  fpare  even  the  Na- 
bob himfelf,  but  put  him  to  the  fword.  This 
event  happened  early  in  the  year  1745. 

Anaverdi  Khan,  arrived  at  the  height  of  his 
defires,  afFedled  to  be  opprefTed  with  the  utmoft 
defpair  and  forrow.  He  continued  for  fome 
time  to  deplore  the  lofs  of  his  pupil  ; but  at 
length  becoming  gradually  more  moderate, 
and  the  Patanes  appearing  to  be  concerned  for 
the  effets  of  their  ferocity,  he  perfuaded  them 
that  he  would  refer  the  affair  to  the  decifion 
of  Nizam,  But  in  the  mean  time  he  fecrctly 
aflembled  the  chiefs  of  all  the  other  corps  of 
the  army,  and  reprefented  to  them,  that,  fmce 

the 
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the  Grand  Vifir  would  confound  them  all  with 
the  criminals,  there  was  but  one  way  of  juf- 
tifying  themfelves,  namely,  to  extirpate  the 
Patanes.  The  infoient  ferocity  of  thofe  fol- 
< diets  had  rendered  them  odious  to  all  the  other 
Indians;. and  the  advice  of  Anaverdi  Khan 
was  therefore  univerfally  approved  of.  The 
efFect  of  their  deliberation  was  kept  a pro- 
found fecret  ; and  they  feized  an  opportunity^ 
fo  favourable  to  their  purpofe,  that  all  the 
Patanes,  to  the  number  of  3000,  were  maf- 
facred,  the  ..women  and  children  only  being 
fpared 

Anaverdi  Khan,  having  at  length  finifhed 
this  horrible  carnage,  wrote  to  Nizam  EÎ 
Moulouc  the  hiilory  of  the  cataftrophe  of  the 

young 

* As  thefe  anecdotes  are  differently  related  elfe- 
” where,  it  may  happen  that  many,  who  think  them- 
felves  intimately  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  India, 
may  demand,  How  the  Writer  of  thefe  Memoirs  could 
acquire  his  knowledge  of  them?  To  anticipate  this 
queftion,  it  is  anfwered,  that  they  cannot  but  know 
that  the  court  and  army  of  Aycler  are  filled  with  the 
relations  and  fervants  of  the  ancient  family-cf  the  Na- 
bobs of  Arcot.  Such  are  Razafaeb,  the  Nabob  of 
Vandevachi,  the  fon-in-law  and  nephew  of  the  Nabob 
cf  Veilour  ; Affinfaeb,  an  old  man  of  great  merit,  for- 
merly grand- treafurer  of  the  Nabobs  of  Arcot,  and 
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young  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  the  punifhment 
he  had  caufed  to  be  infli6led  on  the  Patanes  ; 
arranging  the  whole  account  to  his  own  ad- 
vantage. The  Grand  Vifir,  Suba  of  Decan, 
concluded  that  he  could  not  do  better  than  to 
beftow  the  Nabobfhip  on  Anaverdi  Khan  j as 
the  family  of  the  ancient  Nabobs  was  extin6f, 
and  Chanda  Saeb,  who  by  right  of  his  wife 
might  pretend  to  • it,  was  prifoner  among  the 
Marattas. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1 745,  Anaverdi  Khan 
was  eftablifhed  Nabob  of  Arcot,  but  did  not 
fucceed  in  procuring  the  fame  refpe£f  for  his 
government  as  had  attended  his  regency.  He 
had  feveral  children.  Maffous  Khan,  his  eldeft 
fon,  was  defigned  for  his  fucceflbr  ; but  his 
predilection  was  in  favour  of  a fon  whom  the 

cxercifing  the  fame  office  under  Ayder  AH  Khan.  In 
the  fame  army  are  likewife  Baowd  Khan  and  Savay 
Khan,  brothers,  and  chiefs  of  the  Patanes,  ftrongly 
attached  to  the  French  j and,  by  reafon  of  their  youth, 
fpared  in  the  maflkcre  caufed  by  Anaverdi  Khan. 
The  Author  of  this  work  being  defirous  of  informing 
himfelf  in  the  hiftory  of  India,  cultivated  the  fricnd- 
fliip  of  all  thefe  perfons  } who  took  a pleafure  in  rela« 
ting  the  hiftory  of  the  misfortunes  of  their  family, 
their  nation,  and  their  ancient  raafters.  It  is  from 
them  that  he  has  learned  the  fails  he  relates  in  this 
place. 
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îaw  excluded  from  the  fuccefRoriy  as  being 
born  out  of  the  houfe,  and  by  a Bayadere, 
or  woman  reputed  common. — He  gave  Trich- 
napoli,  a ftrong  place  on  the  Caveri,  with  a 
confiderable  territory,  to  this  fon,  who  was 
named  Mehemet  Ali  Khan. 

Anaverdi  Khan  was  in  quiet  polTellion  of 
the  fruit  of  his  crimes,  when  Providence  raifed 
up  an  avenger  of  the  family  of  the  Nabobs 
of  Arcot.  This  man  was  the  famous  Du- 
pleix,  whom  the  French  King  and  Eaft  India 
Company,  in  1746,  called  from  the  employ- 
ment of  diredlor  and  commandant  of  Chan- 
denagor,  and  appointed  governor  of  Pondi- 

Tkis  great  man,  after  having  acquired  much 
glory  by  his  brave  defence  of  Pondicherry 
againft  Admiral  Bofcawen,  whom  he  forced 
to  raife  the  fiege,  received  the  news  of  the 
peace  between  France  and  England  in  the 
year  1747.  In  this  junélure  he  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary,  for  the  honour  and  advantage  of  his 
nation,  to  punifli  Anaverdi  Khan  for  the  af- 
fiftance  he  had  afforded  the  Englifh  during 
the  fiege,  by  furnilhing  them  with  troops  on 
that  occahon  : being  likewife  well  affured,  that 
this  new  family  would  always  oppofe  the  in- 

terefts 
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terefts  of  the  French,  who  had  fliewn  fo  ftrong, 
an  attachment  to  the  family  of  Seyd.  His 
firft  ftep  was  to  procure  an  antagonift  to  Ana- 
verdi  Khan,  by  his vnegociations  with  the  Ma- 
rattas  ; who  were  by  that  means  induced  to  . 
'fet  at  liberty  Chanda  Saeb,  Nabob  of  Trich- 
: napoli,  who  had  efpoufed  the  fifter  of  the  lall 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  whofe  wife  and  fon  had  ' 
^taken  refuge  at  Pondicherry.  v 

Chanda  Saeb  being  thus  reïlored  to  his  li- 
rberty,  -repaired  immediately  to  the  court  of 
Nazerzing,  who  fucceeded  his  father  Nizam 
El  Moulouc  in  the  Subafliip  of  Decan  in  1748. 

It  was  in  vain  that  he  folicited  this  young 
prince  to  re-eftablifli  him  in  the  Nabobfhip  of 
Arcot,  as  the  inheritance  of  his  wife,  or  at  leaft 
in  his  town  and  fortrefs  of  Trichnapoli  r the  in- 
trigues and  the  money  of  Anaverdi  Khan  pre- 
vented his  fuccefs  with  the  Suba.  But  he  was 
more  fortunate  in  his  application  to  Idadmoudi 
Khan,  king  of  the  little  ffate  of  Adonis,  and 
nephew  of  Nazerzing.  This  young  prince, 
the  fon  of  an  elder  brother  of  the  Suba,  had 
'been  defigned  by  Nizam  El  Moulouc  as.  his 
fuccelTor  ; but  that  Vifir  perceiving  himfelf  at 
'the  point  of  death,  and  his  grandfon  verÿ 
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70Uîig,  nominated  and  caufed  his  foil  Nazer- 
zing  to  be  acknowledged  bis  fucceilbr. 

Chanda  Saeb  perfuaded  the  young  prince  ©f 
Adonis,  that  it  was  proper  for  him  to  req-ueft 
the  Nabobfliip  of  Arcot  of  his -uncle  ; the  extent 
and  value  of  this  lail  being  much  more  con- 
fiderable  than  the  territory  of  Adonis.  The 
nephew  confequently  made  hfs  requeft,  which 
met  with  a xefufal  from  his  uncle,  whofe  jea- 
doufy  made  him  averfe  to  a flep  that  tended  to 
increafe  the  pov/er  of  his  nephew,  îdadmoudi 
Khan,  urged  on  by  Chanda  Saeb  and  M.  Du- 
pieix,  raifed  an  army  of  60, 000  men,  with 
which,  accompanied  by  Chanda  Saeb,  he  arriv- 
ed in  the  country  of  Arcot  in  July  1749,  where 
he  was  joined  by  the  French,  to  the  number  of 
600  men  and  2,000  Seapoys,  commanded  by 
the  Comte  D’Auteuil.  This  army  marched 
againft  Anaverdi  Khan,  v/ho  had  aflembled  al) 
his  force,  and  encamped  near  Ambour.  After 
having  repulfed  his  antagonifts  for  two  fuccef- 
•five  days,  his  entrenchments  were  forced  by  the 
French  on  the  third  ; ^nd  he  loft  the  vidlory 
and  his  life  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His 
two  fons,  Maftbus  Khan  and  Mehemet  Ali 
Khan,  were  prefeat  at  this  battle.  The  firft 
was  made  prifoner,  and  the  other  fled  to  the  for- 
V©L.  I,  C trefs 
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trefs  of  Trichnapcli.  Every  other  part  of  the 
country  acknowledged  the  grandfon  of  Nizam 
El  Moulouc^  as  Nabob  of  Arcot. 

Nazerzing,  jealous  of  the  accelTion  of  povv^er 
that  Idadmoudi  Khan  had  acquired,  contrary 
to  his  orders  aflemblcd  his  army,  and  marched 
into  the  country  of  Arcot  againft  him,  Chanda 
Saeb,  and  the  French  who  had  alTilred  him  in 
his  undertaking.  And  in  the  month  of  Febru- 
ary 1750,  he  arrived  within  fix  leagues  of  Pon- 
dicherry, with  an  innumerable  army. 

The  ancient  minifters  and  courtiers  of  Ni- 
zam El  Moulouc,  fliocked  to  behold  this  diflen- 
tion,  attempted  to  reconcile  the  uncle  and  the 
nephev/.  They  concerted  among  themifelves, 
that  the  nephew  fhould  repair  to  his  uncle’s 
camp,  and  make  his  fubmiffion  ; and  that  the 
uncle  fhould  invefl  him  with  the  authority  of 
Nabob  of  Arcot.  Idadmoudi  Khan,  on  the  af- 
furances  of  the  lords  who  had  offered  them- 
felves  as  mediators,  repaired  to  the  camp  of 
Nazerzing  ; wlio,  inftead  of  giving  him  the. 
appointment  of  Nabob,  caufed  him  to  be  ar- 
relfed. 

This  treachery  of  the  Suba  of  Decan  occa- 
fioned  a general  difguft  in  his  whole  army.  The 
lords  confpired  his  deilrudion,and  correfponded 

- ' ■ - witih 


INTRO  DUCT  10  N.  19 

with  the  governor  Dupleix,  who  caufqd  the 
French  army,  confiftihg  of  800  French  and 
4,000  Seapoys,  under  M.  de  la  T ouche,  to  march 
againft  the  army  of  Nazerzing,  confiifing  of 
more  than  300,000  fighting  men.  But  this 
handful  of  French,  aided  by  the  confpirators, 
were  fufficient  to  decide  the  fate  of  fo  powerful 
a prince,  who  was  (lain  on  his  elephant  by  the 
Patane  Nabob  of  Carpet,  one  of  the  confpira- 
tors. His  nephew  Idadmoudi  Khanfucceeded 
to  his  government,  as  Suba,  in  the  month  of 
December,  in  the  fame  year. 

It  is  at  this  æra  that  the  hiftory  of  Ayder 
Ali  Khan  commences  in  thefe  Memoirs.  Fie 
was  then  at  the  head  of  a fmall  quota  of  troops 
in  Nazerzing’s  army,  being  about  twenty- 
two  years  old.  It  would  be  difficult  to  trace 
his  adlions  from  a more  remote  period  ; be- 
caufe,  being  born  a private  individual,  no 
perfon  has  taken  the  pains  to  collecl  the  facfs 
that  relate  to  his  infancy.  They  were  far  from 
beholding  the  avenger  of  India,  in  the  foldier 
of  Nazerzing  ; or  the  fcourge  of  the  Englifh, 
in  the  army  that  then  fought  againfi:  the  French. 

Idadmoudi  Khan,  who  alTumed  the  name  of 
Mouza  Ferzing,  exprefied  his  gratitude  to  M. 
Dupleix  and  all  the  French,  and  gave  the  Na- 
C 2 bobfhip 
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bobfhip  of  Arcot  to  Chanda  Saeb.  In  his  re- 
- turn  to  Ayder  Abad,  his  capital,  he  was  ac- 
companied by  M.  de  Buffi,  at  the  head  of  a 
body  of  French  troops  j but  he  was  not  fortu- 
nate enough  to  arrive  at  the  end  of  his  voyage, 
the  Patanes  having  flain  him  in  a fedition. 
At  the  beginning  of  1751,  his  uncle  Salaber- 
zing,  brother  of  Nazerzing,  fucceeded  him, 
and  had  the  fame  affection  for  the  French  as 
his  nephew,  Mr,  Lally  having  recalled  M. 
Buffi,  in  1758,  from  the  court  and  army  of 
Salaberzing,  this  prince,  whofe  difpofition  was 
good,  though  his  abilities  were  not  great,  was 
affaffinated  by  his  brother  Nizam  Ali  Khap, 
who  is  at  prefent  Suba  of  Decan,  and  will 
frequently  be  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  the 
following  Hiftory. 

The  Englifh  having  always  fupported  the 
feimily  of  Anaverdi  Khan,  preferred  Mehemet 
Ali  Khan  to  his  eldeft  brother  ; and  caufed  him 
to  be  acknowledged  Nabob  of  Arcot  in  the 
treaty  of  Fontainebleau,  after  having  affifted 
him  to  impoverifh  all  the  princes  of  the  an- 
cient family  of  the  Nabobs  of  Arcot.  Chanda 
Sacb  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Englifh,  who  were  cruel  enough  to  de- 
liver him  to  Menagi,  general  of  the  troops  at 
3 Tanjaor, 


r N T Rf  O 0 ÎT  C T ION. 


21 


Tanjr.or,  who- caufed  him  to  be  beheaded  in 
the  month  of  June  1752.  This^crime,  though 
yet  unrevenged,  will  not  pal«  unpunifhcd  ; for 
Ayder  Ali  has  promifed  the  dominions  of 
the  Raja  of  Tanjaor  to  Raza  Saeb,  fon  of 
Chanda  Saeb.. 

This  fuccincff  account  of  the  revolutions  in 
India,,  is  fufficient  to  ferve  as  an.  introduction 
to  the  Hiftory  of  Ayder  Ali  Khan. 

Note. — The  Cofs  is  an  Indian  meafure  of  diftance, 
which  anfwers  nearly  to  2500  toiler;,  or  a Lw  yards 
more  than  an*  Englilh.  league. 
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PARTICULAR  CIRCUMSTANCES 


RELATING  TO  THE 


PERSON,  HABITS,  and  MANNERS 


AYDER  ALI  KHAN, 


YD  E R Ali  Khan,  whofe  precife  age 


jr\,  is  not  known,  ought  to  be  about  hfty- 
' four  or  fifty-fix  years  of  age,  if  we  may  de- 
pend on  thofe  who  have  known  him  from  his 
, infancy.  He  is  iabout  five  feet  fix  inches  high, 
and  very  lufty,  though  -active,  and  capable  of 
‘ bearing  fatigue  as  well  on  foot  as  on  horfe- 
' back.  His  complexion  is  very  brown,  as  is 
. that  of  all  Indians  who  expofe  themfelves  to 
the  air  and  the  fun.  His  features  are-coarfe,  his 
nofe  fmall  aiîd  turned  up,  his  lowen.lip  rather 
thick;  and  he  wears  neither *beafd  nor  whlf- 
kers,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Orientals, 
efpecially  the  Mahometans.  His  habits,  like 
L thofe  of  all  the  natives  of  India,  are  of  white 
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rnuflin,  with  a turban  of  the  fame.  His  robe 
is  fafhioned  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the 
European  ladies,  which  are  called  â VAngloife, 
The  body  and  lleeves  fit  neatly,  and  are  drawn 
clofe  by  firings  ; the  refi  of  the  robe  being 
ample,  and  in  folds  : fo  that  when  the  Indian 
great  men  walk,  a page  fupports  their  train, 
from  their  firft  fiepping  ofF  the  carpet  to  their 
entering  into  their  carriages. 

In  the  army,  Ayder  Ali  wears  a military  ha- 
bit invented  by  himfelf  for  his  generals.  It  is  an 
uniform  compofed  of  a vefi  of  white  fattin,  with 
gold  flowers,  faced  with  yellow,  and  attached  by 
cords  or  firings  of  the  fame  colour  : the  drawers 
are  of  the  fame  materials  5 and  the  boots  of  yel- 
low velvet.  He  wears  a fcarf  of  white  filk 
about  his  waifi  5 and,  with  the  military  habit, 
his  turban  is  of  a red  or  aurora  colour.  When 
he  is  on  foot,  he  commonly  ufes  a gold-headed 
cane  ; and  fometimes  on  horfeback  he  wears 
a fabre,  hanging  by  a belt  of  velvet  embroi- 
dered with  gold,  and  faftcned  over  his  fiioul- 
der  by  a chfp  of  gold,  enriched  with  fome  pre- 
cious fiones. 

He  never  wears  jewelry  either  on  his  tur- 
ban or  his  clothes  ; and  never  ufes  either  neck- 
lace,- ear-pendants,  or  bracelets.  His  turban 
C 4 is 
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k very  long,  and  flat  at  top.  In  this  particu* 
lar  he  follows  the  ancient  modè  ; as  well  ai* 
in  his  flippers,,  which  are  very  large^  and  have 
a long  point  turned  back,  refembling  the  roofs 
«f  the  buildings  in  fome  countries  up  the-  Le- 
vant 3 or  thoib  flippers  anciently  worn  in. 
France,  and  called  Souliers  à la  poulaine.  The 
petits  maîtres  of  his  and  other  Indian  courts 
afledl  to  wear  little  bonnets  which  fcarcely  co- 
ver the  tops  of  their  heads,  and  flippers  fo 
finall  as  fcarce  to  admit  the  points  of  their 
feet  : but  though  in  thefe  and  other  refpecls 
their  tafte  is  fo  diiferent  from  tliat  of  Ayder 
and  his  fon,  yet  to  imitate  him  as  much  as 
poflible  in  the  article  of  beard-  and  whilkers,. 
witheut  infringing  the  precepts  of  the  Alco- 
ran, they  reduce  their  beard  and  mouftaches  to 
a mouflache  fcarcely  difcernible. 

Tlje  countenance  of  Ayder,  though  not 
handfcme,  is  open,  and  calculated  to  infpire 
confidence.  He  has  not  acquired  the  habit  of 
difguifing  his  arpe61,  which  is  either  gay  or 
overfpread  with  chagrin,  according  to  tlie  oc- 
cafions  that  prefent  themfelves.  He  poflefles 
a facility  of  converfmg  on  any  fubjeef  ; and 
has  none  of  that  flatelinefs  and  taciturnity, 
which  alincfi ‘all  the  other  princes  of  the  Eafl: 
' a 
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to  preferve.  When  he  receives  a flran- 
ger,  he  is  referved,  and  appears  to  fpeak  with, 
gravity  ; but  foon  recovers  his  ufual  eafe>  and 
eonverfes  with  all  the  world,,  repeating  him- 
felf  the  news  and  common  converfation 
the  day,  with  the  greateft  affability.-  It  is 
moft  aftonifhing,  that  this  fovereign  afks  quef- 
tions,  gives  anfwers,.  hears  a letter  read,  and 
didlates  an  anfwer  to  another,  beholds  a thea- 
trical exhibition,  and  even  feems  to  attend  to 
the  performance, — at  the  fame  inftant  that  he 
decides  concerning  things  of  the  utmoft  im— 
portance^ 

There  is  no  fovereign  more  eafy  of  accefs: 
to  every  one  that  has  bufmefs  with  him,,  whe- 
ther Grangers  or  fubjedls  ; and  the  former,, 
v/hatever  may  be  their  quality,,  are  always, 
fure  to  be  introduced  into  his  prefence,  by  de- 
manding, an  audience,  by  a Souquedar,  or  mace- 
bearer,  of  which  there  is  always  a fufficient 
number  at  the  gate  of  his  palace.  The  Fa- 
kirs, a fpecles  of  begging  monks,  are  alone* 
excluded  from  this  indulgence  ;;  but  when 
one  of  thefe  appears,  he:  is  condu£led  to  the 
jPirjada,  or  grand  almoner,  who  fupplies  his 
wants.  The  court  of  Ayder  is,  in  this  point,, 
abfolutely  different  from  thofe  of  all  the  other 

prin.cca- 
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princes  of  India  ; who  hold  thefe  Fakirs  in 
fuch  high  veneration,  that  they  fulrer  them*  to 
enter  their  palaces  at  any  hour,  and  even  ad- 
mit them  to  their  table.  They  have  the  af- 
furance  to  take  the  firft  place  at  table,  neareft 
the  prince  ; though  they  are  moft  commonly 
difgufting,  filthy,  arid  covered  with  vermin.. 
When  bufinefs  or  parties  of  pleafure  do  not 
prevent  Ayder  Aii  from  going  to  reft  at  his 
üfual  time,  which  is  after  midnight,  he  rifes 
with  the  fun^  that  is  to  fay,  about  fix  o’clock. 
As  foon  as  he  is  rifen,  the  majors  of  the  army'"*, 
who  have  been  on  duty  the  preceding  ‘day  and 
night,  and  likewife  thofe  who  relieve  them, 
enter,  make  their  reports,  and  receive  orders  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  minifters  and  generals, 
who  themfelves  have  the  privilege  of  entering 
his  drefting-Toom,  if  they  have  any  thing  ex- 
traordinary or  prefting  to  communicate.  The 
couriers  that  have  arrived  during  the  night, 'or 
in  the  morning,  alfo  come  and  lay  their  dif- 
patches  at  Tis  feet.  It  may  be  efteemed  a 
weaknefs  in  a prince  fo  occupied,  that  his  'toi- 

' * Thefe  majors  of  the  army  are  like  ad jutarvts- gene- 
ral. They  are  not  perfons  of  dlltinftion,  but  men  of 
approved  diligence  and  fidelity,  chofen  out  of- the  fub- 
aitern  officers  of  cavalry  and  infantry. 
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let  takes  up  a confiderable  part  of  his  time.  It 
lafts  commonly  two  or  three  hours  ; and  is 
chiefly  taken  up  by -hi^  barbersy  who  pluck  the 
hairs  from-his  beard. 

But  jufciee- requires  us  likewlfe  to  obferve^ 
tliat  when  any  military  operation' requires  his 
attention,  the  toilet  is  no  more  thought  of. 

Between  eight  and  nine  in  the  morning  he 
quits  his  apartment,  - and  repairs  to  a faloon, 
where  a number  of  fecretaries  wait  for  -his  ap- 
pearance. Into  their  hands,  according  to  their 
refpedfive  departnoents,  he  puts  the  letters  re- 
ceived ; giving  them*  at  the  fame  time  inftruc- 
tions  for  the  anfwers.  'His  fons,  his  relations, 
and  thofe  lords  who  are  honoured  v/ith  his  in- 
timacy,renter  ; and  if  it  be  nine  o’clock,  they 
take  the  ufual  refrefhment.  If  he  has  lei- 
fure,  he  appears  at  a balcony,  and  receives  the 
falute  of  his,;elephants  that  are  led  before 
him,  as  well  as  -his  horfes.  His  tygers 
chace  likewife  pay  .him  a^vifit.  They  are 
led  by  hand,  and  are  covered  with  a mantle 
> of..  green  . and  gold  hanging  to  the  ground,  and 

* When  the  prince  appears  at  the  ba!cony>  his  officers 
cry  out,  “ Your  elephants  faliite  your  Majefty  And 
at-the  fame  time  thofe  animals,  who  are  ranged  in. a. 
; feiTAicircle  round  the, pgiace,. make  three. genufieflions. 

a bonnet 
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a bonnet  on  their  head,  of  cloth  embroidered, 
with  gold,  with  which  their  eyes  can  be  imme- 
diately covered,  if  they  fhould  chance  to  prove 
mifchievous.  Ayder  himfelf  gives  each  of  them 
a ball  of  fweetmeats,  which  they  take  very 
adroitly  with  their  paws,  being  exceedingly 
tame.  Thefe  are  the  fpotted'  tygers,'  and  their 
keepers  lead  them  every  day  into  thofe  places 
where  the  greateft  crowds  are  : but  the  grand 
tyger,  or  tyger  royal,,  has  never  been  tamed  by 
any  attempts  yet  made. 

After  the  repaft,  which,  ends  about  half  after 
ten,  Ayder  enters  into  the  hall  of  audience  j 
or  the  grand  tent,,  if  at  tbje  army.  He  is 
feated  on  a fopha  beneath  a canopy,,  and  very 
often,  in  fome  bakony  that  fronts  an  open 
place  or  court  of  the  palace  ^ and  fome  of  his 
relations  fit  on  each  fide  of  him..  All  perfons 
who  have  permiffion  or  accefs,.  of  which  the 
number  is  very  great,,  may  come  to  this  au- 
dience ; and  thofe  who  have  affairs  to  tranfadf, 
may  either,  requeft  admittance  by  means  of  the 
Souquedars,.  or  put  their  requeft  into  the  hands 
of  thofe  officers  by  whom  it  is  carried  to  their 
chief,  who  is  always  prefent,  and  who  places 
it  at  the  feet  of  the  prince,  where  it  is  imme- 
diately read  and  anfwered.  It  is  not  .cuffomary 

here 
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here  "to  flop  the  ;p rince  by  the  offer  of  peti- 
tions, when  he  goes  out,  unlcfs  the  affair  be 
■very  urgent  ancl  extraordinary,  or  the  peti- 
tioner has  been  prevented  from  forwarding  his 
requefl  at  the  ufual  hours  of  audience  : a cir- 
cumftance ‘that  very  rarely  happens  % 

At 

In  the  'year  1767,  Ayder  being  at  Goilmoutour, 
and  going  out  with  his 'retinue,  about  five  in  the  even- 
ing, to  take  the  air,  an  old  woman  prollrated  herielf, 
and  cried  out,  Juftice! — Ayder  immediately  caufed 
his  carriage  to  ftop  ; made  a ilgn  to  her  to  come  for- 
ward, and  demanded  her  requeft.  She  aniwered.  My 
Lord,  I bad  but  one  daughter,  and  Aggi  Mahmout 
has  ravifhed  her  from  me.  Ayder  replied,  Aggd 
Mahmout  has  been  gone  hence  more  than  a month  ; 
how  does  it  happen  that  you  have  waltec4  till  this 
time  without  complaining  ? — My  Lord,  1 have  given 
mAiy  requefts  into  the  hands  of  Ayder  Sha,  and  have 
received  no  anfwer. — This  Ayder  Sha,  v/ho  was  the 
chief  ulher,  preceded  the  Nabob,  bearing  a large  col- 
lar of  gold,  as  a mark  of  his  dignity.  He  advanced, 
and  faid,  This  woman,  as  well  as  her  daughter,  are 
of  infamous  repute,  and  live  in  a difgraceful  man- 
ner. The  Nabob  gave  orders  to  return  inftantly  ta 
the  palace,  and  commanded  the  woman  to  follow  him. 
All  the  court  were  in  great  apprehcnfion  for  the  officer, 
who  was  much  beloved;  and  no  perfon  daring  to  in- 
tercede for  him,  the  fon  of  Ayder  begged  the  com- 
mandant of  Europeans  to  endeavour  to  procure  tits 
.pardon.  He  accordingly  fequelled  it  of  Ayder,  who 
refufed  it . with 'rnueb  ieverity.  1 cannot  grant  your 

requeft^ 
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At  this,  audience,  thirty  or  forty  fecretaries" 
are  feated  along  the  wall  to  his  left,  who  v/rite 
continually*.  Couriers  arrive  almoft  every  in- 
fant, and  are  condudled  with  great  noife  and 

requed,  faid  he-:  there  is  no  greater  crime  than  that 
of  interrupting  the  communication  between  a fove- 
reign  and  his  fubjefls.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  power- 
ful to  fee  that  the  weak  have  juflice.  The  fovereign  ' 
is  the  only  proteé^or  God  has  given  • them  ; and  the 
prince  who  fuffers  oppreflion  to  pafs  unpunifhed  among^- 
his  fubjeéls,-  is  delervedly  deprived  of  their  affe£lion 
and  confidence,  and  at'laft  compels  them  to  revolt 
againft  him.  He  then  gave  orders  to  puniHv  Ayder^ 
Sha  with  two  hundred  .ftripes  on  the  parade;  and  at 
the  fame  time  commanded  an  officer  of  his  Abylfinian  • 
horfe-guard  to  repair  immediately  with  the  woman  to- 
the  country  feat  at  which  Aggi  Mahmout  then  was. 
If  he  found  the  girl,  his  orders  were,  to  deliver  her 
to  her  mother,  and  return. with  the  head  of  Aggi 
Mahmout;  but  if  flie  was  not  found,  he  was  charged 
to  conduèb  Aggi  Mahmout  to  Coilmoutour.  The  girl’ 
was  found,  and  the  head  of  the  criminal  was  brought 
to  Ayder.  Aggi  Mahmout  was  tlrcn  fixty  years 
old,  had  been  chief  ufher  to  Ayder  AH  twenty-five- 
years,  and  was  fucceeded  in  his  office  by  Ayder  Sha; 
at  which  time  the  Nabob  had  given  him  a Zoghir,  or 
confiderable  diftri6l  of  land,  as  a reward  for  his  fer- 
vices.  This  man  was  enamoured  of  the  girl,  and  had 
carried  her  off,  upon  her  mother’s  refufing  to  fell  her' 
to  him,  becaufe  flte  fubfifted  by  proftituting  her. — The 
Alcoran  condemns  the  ravifher  of  a girl  or  woman  tO’ 
death. 
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buflîe  to  the  feet  of. the  prince,  where  they  lay 
their  difpatches.  A fecretary  kneeling  takes 
the  packet  and.  fitting  on  his  hams  before  the 
prince,  opens  it  and  reads  the  letter,  Ayder 
immediately  didlates  the  particulars  of  the  an- 
fwer,  and  the  letter  is  carried  to  the  office  of 
a miniiler;  contrary  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  prin- 
ces of  the  Eafl,  who  affix  their. names  by  means 
of  afeal.  Ayder  figns  the  difpatches  in  order 
as  they  are  completed,  as  well  as  a number  of 
private  orders.  Many  writers  report  the  con- 
trary to  this  ; which  only  proves  that  they  have 
never  feen  Ayder  half  an  hour  at  a time.  The 
orders  that  iffiie  from  the  offices  of  the  mini- 
flers,  have  no  other  fignature  than  that  of  the 
great  feal,-  of  which  they  are  the  depofitories  ; 
and  the  difpatch  is  clofed  with  the  private  feal  of 
the  minifler.  The  letters  figned  by  Ayder 
are  clofed  by  the  feal  of  the  fovereign,-.of  which 
the  principal  fecretary  is  guardian.  When 
this  Nabob  wTites  any  interefting  • letter,  or 
gives  an  order  of  importance,  he  affixes  a par- 
ticular or  private  feal,- which  he  always  wears 
’ on  his  finger  ; and  in  that  cafe  he  himfelf  car- 
ries the  packet  to  one  of  his  couriers,  who  con- 
veys it  as  far  as  the  firfi;  flation.  To  the  packet 
is  joined  a paper,  denoting  the  hour  it  was  fent 

off  y 
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-ofF  ; and  at  every  ftation  the  time  of  its  arrival 
is  marked.  We  fhall  afterwards  have  occa- 
fion  to  Ipeak  of  thefe  ports,  which  have  been 
fmce  imitated  by  the  Englirti. 

If  Ayder  purchafes  horfes  or  elephants,  or  if 
new  pieces  of  cannon  have  been  founded  or 
•brought  from  any  port  or  arfenal,  he  infpedls 
them  during  this  audience  ; the  animals  or 
pieces  of  cannon  being  brought  into  the  court 
or  fquare  of  the  palace. 

Minirters,  generals,  amba/Tadors,  and  other 
great  men,  rarely  appear  at  this  audience,  unlefs 
commanded,  or  unlefs  urged  by  extraordinary 
affairs.  It  is  peculiar  to  their  dignity  to  fee 
the  prince  only  in  the  evening,  when  none  but 
men  of  confequence  are  admitted  -,  and  no- 
thing elfe  is  thought  of  but  to  make  their  court 
to  the  fovereign,  or  to  ihare  his  pleafures.  The 
great  have  agents,  who  are  ufually  Bramins, 
"who  folicit  their  affairs  either  with  the  prince 
or  his  minirters  ; and  thefe  agents,  who  have 
the  title  of  Ouaquils,  or  envoys,  have  their 
leave  of  admiffion  to  the  prefence  when  they 
have  been  prefented  by  their  marters,  and  are 
honourably  received.  The  minirters  fend  one 
of  the  principal  fecrctaries  of  their  department 
•to  the  prince  5 who,  fitting  before  him  in  the 
Ï fame 
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fame  pofture  as  the  other  fecretaries,  commu- 
nicate their  bofinefs,  and  converfe  with  him. 

A great  ambalTador,  or  other  perfon  of  coii- 
fequence,  is  announced  in  a loud  voice  by  the 
chief  of  the  ufhers,  in  thele  terms,  Your 

“ Majefty,  the  Lord  of  falutes  you.” 

Minifters,  fecretaries,  ouaquils,  or  other  men 
of  bufinefs,  are  not  announced,  but  go  in  and 
out  without  particular  obfervation,  except  that 
they  are  careful  to  falute  the  Nabob.  When 
a great  man  is  announced,  the  prince  returns 
the  falute,  and  begs  him  to  be  feated  : the  friends 
and  other  great  men,  who  furround  the  fove- 
reign,  falute  him  alfo  3 and,  in  proportion  to 
the  eileem  or  favour  he  is  in  with  the  Nabob, 
they  give  place,  that  he  may  approach  him. 
A perfon  of  ordinary  rank,  who  has  requefted 
an  audience,  makes  three  reverenj^es  in  enter- 
ing, by  moving  his  hand  from  his  forehead  al- 
moft  to  the  ground^  and  afterwards  places  him- 
felf  on  one  fide  of  the  chief  ufher,  continu- 
ing filent,  with  his  hands  joined  before  him. 
The  Nabob  returns  the  falute  by  fimply  touch- 
ing his  turban  with  his  hand,  and  alFeas  to 
continue  the  difcourfe  with  thofe  about  him  : 
after  which  he  makes  a.  fign  for  the  perfon  to 
advance,  and  demands,  in  an  engaging  and  af- 
\ OL..  I,  fcciicna'''® 
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feclionate  manner,  the  fubje£î:  of  his  vifit  ; and 
upon  the  expofition  of  the  affair  by  the  fup- 
pliant,  he  receives  a decifive  anfwer.  If  he  be 
a ftranger  of  a genteel  rank  or  employment, 
as  a trader  or  merchant  of  confequence,  he 
receives  orders  to  fit  ; and  his  place  is  ufually 
on  the  right,  fronting  the  fccretaries.  The 
Nabob  afks  liim  fome  quellions  rcfpedling  his 
flate  of  life,  his  country,  or  his  voyage,  and 
appoints  a time  when  he  will  fee  his  merchan- 
dizes. Betel  is  then  prefented  to  the  ftranger, 
and  is  underftood  as  equivalent  to  a permifTion 
to  retire  ; which  is  done  with  the  fame  cere- 
mony as  at  the  entrance. 

This  audience  continues  till  after  three  o’clock, 
which  is  the  hour  he  returns  to  his  apartment  to 
Deep,  or  make  the  fiefto,  as  it  is  called  in  Italy. 

About  half  paft  five,  the  prince  returns  into 
the  hall  of  audience,  or  fome  other  large  apart- 
ment, where  he  places  himfelf  in  a balcony  to 
fee  his  troops  exercife,  and  his  cavalry  defile 
before  him.  He  is,  as  in  the  morning,  fur- 
rounded  by  fome  of  his  friends  or  relations  ; 
and  the  fecretaries  are  bufied  in  reading  letters, 
or  writing. 

About  half  after  fix,  when  the  day  clofes  in, 
a great  number  of  Manelfalgis,  or  bearers  of 
5 flambeaux, 
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flambeaux,  appear  in  the  court  of  the  palace, 
and  falute  the  prince  as  they  pafs  on  the 
fide  of  the  apartment  where  he  is.  They 
illuminate  all  the  apartments  in  a moment,  ef- 
pecially  that  in  which  the  Nabob  is,  with  tapers 
in  chandeliers  of  exquifite  workmanfhip,  orna- 
mented with  feftoons  of  flowers  of  the  utmofl; 
lightnefs  and  delicacy.  Thefe  'chandeliers,  on 
account  of  the  wind,  are  covered  with  large 
fhades  of  Englifh  glafs.  There  are  like^f 
wife,  in  fome  parts  of  the  palace,  large  glafs 
lanthorns,  painted  v/ith  flowers  of  all  colours, 
"t'he  great  men,  miniflers,  and  ambafladors, 
vifit  the  Nabob  only  at  night.  They  are 
ufually  perfumed  with  the  moft  coftly  p{;?r- 
fumes.  Befides  the  men  in  power  and  em-^ 
ployment,  the  apartments  are  filled  with  young 
nobility  ; and  every  body  aflumes  the  molt 
polite  and  engaging  manners.  After  having 
faluted  the  prince,  the  falute  is  paid  to  his 
fons  and  relations,  his  miniflers,  and  others, 
in  an  eafy,  unafFedted  manner.  Among  the 
■young  nobility*,  there  are  a certain  number  v/ho 
have  the  title  of  Arabfbequi  ; which  anfwers 
nearly  to  that  of  chamberlain,  in  Germany. 
There  are  ordinarily  four  in  waiting  each  day  : 
they  are  diftinguiflied  by  their  fabre,  which 
D 2 they 
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they  carry  in  their  hand  in  the,  fheath,  uf^ 
ing  it  nearly  as  a walking-fiiek.  All  the  other, 
company  leave  their  arms  in  the  hands  of  their 
pages  and  other  attendants,  who  are 'very  nu- 
merous, and  fill  the  avenues  of  the  palace.  The 
pages  alone  are  permitted  to  enter  : they  fol- 
low their  mafier,  bearing  his  train  into  the 
apartments,  till  they  quit  their  flippers  at  their 
ftepping  on  the  carpet  : the  pages  then  let  fall 
the  train,  and  put  the  flippers  in  a bag,  Ay- 
der,  who  fets  no  great  value  on  thefe  cere- 
monies, permits  the  Europeans  to  come  in 
with  their  fhoes  on  j though  his  apartments  are 
commonly  covered  with  white  muflin,.  fpread 
upon  the  moll  fuperb  Perfia  carpets.  He 
has  fuch  a prediledtion  for  white,  that  he  caufes 
wainfcotting,  that  is  painted,  gilt,  and  var- 
nilhed,  to  be  covered  with  white  muflin  ; and 
even  chairs  and  fophas  of  embroidered  velvet 
or  gold  fluff.  The  Europeans  deceive  them- 
felves  exceedingly  in  fuppofing,  that  it  is  by 
way  of  diflinâion  or  pre-eminence  that'  they 
are  permitted  to  enter  the  apartments  in  Ihoes. 
This  permifiion,  given  them  in  fome  of  the 
Indian  courts,  is  occafioned  by,  a notion  the 
Indian  princes  have,  that  the  Europeans  are 
tbflinate,  and  bigotted  to  their  own  cuftoms, 

X however 
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'however  repugnant  to  decency  and  propriety, 
M.  de  Bulîi,  to  conciliate  the  Indian  cufloms 
with  thofe  of  the  French 3 . carried  velvet  flippers 
to  the  court  of  the  Suba  of  Decan,  which  he 
fput  on  j and  made  ufe  of  a kind  of  pantoufle  in 
pafling  from  his  carriage  to  the  border  of  the 
•carpet,  where  he  threw  them  ofF.  We  may 
'Often  avoid  ofFending  ftrangers  by  little  atten- 
tions that  coft  nothing,  and  tend  exceedingly 
to  conciliate  their  afFedlions. 

There  is,  for  the  nioft  part,  a comedy  every 
night,  that  commences  about  eight  in  the 
evening,  and  lafts  till  eleven  : it  is  intermix- 
ed with  dances  and  fongs.  During  this  co- 
medy, the  Arabibequi  continue  near  the  Gran- 
gers, and  politely  inform  them  of  every  thing 
they  may  defire  to  know  ; as  the  fubjedl  of 
the  comedy,  the  news- of  the  day,  &c.  They 
are  careful  to  afk,  if  he  chufes  to  drink  or 
eat  ; in  which  cafe,  they  caufe  fherbet,  warm 
milk,  , fruits,  or  confedbonary  to  be  prefent- 
ed  to  him  ; but  they  feldom  eat.  If  the 
. Granger  chufes  to  play  chefs,  they  play  with 
him,  or  propofe  a . party.  Ayder,  to  whom 
'the  entertainments  of  the  Gage  are  very  indif- 
ferent, difeourfes  with  his  miniGers  or  ara- 
bafladors,  foraetimes  pafling  into  a cabinet 
D 3 to 
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to  rpeak  with  more  fecrecy  ; and  continues,  as 
in  the  morning,  to  difpatch  bufmers,  without 
feeming  to  be  bufy.  Almoft  always,  before 
the  end  of  the  performance,  flowers  are  brought 
to  him  in  a bafket  of  filigram,  out  of  which 
he  himfelf  gives  a few  to  the  lords  who 
are  about  him  ; and  afterwards  the  bafket 
is  carried  into  the  apartments  of  the  theatre,^ 
every  one  taking  a fmall  flower  from  them, 
and  returning  a profound  reverence  to  the 
prince.  This  takes  place  even  to  the  loweft 
fecretary.  When  Ayder  v/ifhes  to  give  a par- 
ticular mark  of  his  efteem,  he  himfelf  makes  a 
collar  of  jafmine  flowers,  knotting  them  v/ith 
filk  as  he  converfes,  which  he  himfelf  adjufts 
round  the  neck  of  the  happy  mortal  to  whom 
he  gives  this  glorious  mark  of  his  efteem  and 
favour.  He  has  feveral  times  conferred  this 
honour  on  the  chiefs  of  his  Europeans,  know- 
ing well  that  the  French,  above  all  nations,, 
•efteem  themfelves  well  paid  by  tfiis  fort  of 
money.  He  who  has  received  this  honour,  is 
vifited  the  following  day  by  the  firft  people  of 
the  court  to  compliment  him. 

If  a battle  has  been  gained,  or  any  other 
glorious  event  has  happened  in  favour  of  the 
prince,  the  poet  of  the  court  arrives,  announc- 

ing 
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ing  himfeif,  at  his  firft  entering  the  apartments, 
by  the  pompous  and  extravagant  titles  he  be- 
ftows  on  the  prince  : as,  “ Health  to  the 
greateft  king  on  earth,  whofe  name  alone 
caufes  his  enemies  to  tremble,”  &c.  All  the 
world,  at  the  voice  of  the  poet,  becomes  filent 
and  attentive.  The  comedy  or  dance  is  in- 
terrupted ; the  poet  enters,  feats  himfeif  in  the 
place  immediately  oppofite  the  prince,  and  re- 
cites a poem,  which  every  body  alFedls  to 
hear  with  the  utmoil  attention,  except  the 
prince,  who  feems  at  that  time  to  be  more 
particularly  bufied  in  converfmg  with  his  mi- 
nilbers.  The  poet  ufually,  after  fpeaking  of 
the  prince,  proceeds  to  his  relations,  and  the 
generals  or  principal  officers  ; not  forgetting 
the  minifters  and  favourites.  The  young 
courtiers,  or  bar  as  à demi^  who  are  ufually 
included  altogether  in  the  praifes  befrowed  by 
the  poet,  often  turn  it  into  ridicule  ; and  their 
derifion  extends  even  to  thofe  who  are  the 
higheil  fpoken  of.  They  and  the  fecrctaries, 
or  other  inferior  courtiers,  often  parody  the 
words  of  the  poem  very  pleafantly,  fparing  no 
body  but  the  prince  and  his  fon  : but  as  they 
have  no  printing,  both  the  poem  and  the  cri- 
ticifm  are  of  fhort  duration.  We  cannot 


40  PARTICULARS,  &C.  OF 

fpeak  of  their  public  entertainments,  without 
mentioning  the  Bayaderes,  of  whom  the  Abbé 
jRaynal  has  drawn  fo  advantageous  a portrait 
in  his  Hiftoire  Philofophique. 

At  the  prefent  time,  the  court  of  Ayder  is 
the  moft  brilliant  in  India  ; and  his  company  of 
performers  is  without  contradiélion  the  firfl, 
as  well  on  account  of  its  riches,  as  becaufe  the 
Bayaderes  are  the  women  to  whom  he  gives  the 
preference.  Being  fovereign  of  part  of  Vifapour, 
he  has  every  facility  of  procuring,  among  this 
•clafs  of  women,  thole  who  are  moft  remark- 
able for  their  beauty  and  talents. 

The  comedians  of  the  court  are  all  women, 
A diredfrefs,  who  is  likewife  manager,  pur- 
chafes  young  girls  at  the  age  of  four  or  five 
years,  who  are  chofen  on  account  of  their 
beauty.  She  caufes  them  to  be  inoculated,  and 
then  provides  them  with  mafters  both  for  dancing 
and  mufic.  They  are  taught  every  accomplifti- 
ment  that  can  infpire  the  prince  and  his  court 
with  the  love  of  pleafure  ; and  their  fuccefs  is 
fuch,  that  they  delight  and  feduce  the  moft 
infenfible  of  men.  They  begin  to  appear  in 
public  at  the  age  of  about  ten  or  eleven  years. 
They  have  generally  the  moft  delicate  fea- 
tures, large  dark  eyes,  beautiful  eye-brows, 

fmall 


AYDER  ALI  KHAN.  4Î 

ihiall  mouth,  and  the  fineft  teeth  ; their  cheeks 
are  dimpled,  and  their  black  hair  hangs  in 
flowing  trefles  to  the  ground  ; their  complexion 
is  a clear  brown,  not  fuch  as  that  of  the  Mu- 
latto women,  who  are  incapable  of  blufhing  ; 
but  like  that  of  a country  girl  in  the  flow  of 
health,  who  has  preferved  the  rofes,  after  fuf- 
fering  the  lillies  to  fade.  Thefe  are  the  yel- 
low women,  that  the  Orientals  prefer  to  all 
others  ; they  give  themfelves  that  tinge  by 
painting  their  cheeks  of  a jonquil  colour,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  French  women  ufe 
rouge  ; and  it  is  remarkable  that  in  a very 
Ihort  time  one  becomes  habituated  to  this 
colour,  and  finds  it  agreeable.  Their  habit  is 
always  a fine  gauze,  very  richly  embroidered 
with  gold  ; and  they  are  covered  with  jewels  : 
their  head,  theif  neck,  their  ears,  their  breafls, 
their  arms,  fingers,  legs,  and  toes,  have  their 
jewels;  and  even  their  nofe  is  ornamented  with 
a fmall  diamond,  that  gives  them  an  arch  look, 
which  is  far  from  being  unpleafing. 

The  comedies  are  all  pieces  of  intrigue.  They 
perfonate  either  women  who  league  together  to 
deceive  a jealous  hufband,  or  young  girls  that 
confpire  to  deceive  their  mother.  It  is  impofirble 
to  play  with  more  art  or  with  more  natural  , 
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eafe.  Their  fongs  are  gay  and  agreeable. 
The  words  that  are  fung  by  a Tingle  voice 
are  almoft  always  the  complaint  of  a lover. 
Thofe  which  are  fung  in  chorus  are  much 
gayer  ; but  they  have  no  fécond  parts,  and  are 
always  repeated. 

The  dancers  are  fuperior  in  their  perform- 
ance to  the  comedians  and  fingers  : it  may 
even  be  affirmed  that  they  would  afford  plea- 
fure  on  the  theatre  of  the  opera  at  Paris.  Every 
part  is  employed  when  thefe  girls  dance  ; 
their  heads,  their  eyes,  their  arm.s,  their  feet, 
and  all  their  body  feem  to  move  only  to  en- 
chant and  furprife.  They  are  very  light,  and 
very  llrong  in  the  legs  ; turning  round  on  one 
foot,  and  fpringing  up  immediately  after  with 
a furprifmg  force.  They  have  fo  m.uch  accu- 
racy in  their  m.ovements,  that  they  accom- 
pany the  inffruments  with  bells  that  are  on 
their  feet  j and  as  they  are  of  the  moft  elegant 
figures,  all  their  motions  are  graceful.  No 
Bayadere  of  the  prince’s  company  is  more  than 
feventeen  years  old.  At  this  age  they  are  dif- 
miffed  ; and  either  travel  over  the  province,  or 
attach  thcmfelvcs  to  the  Pagods 

* Ever5'  Pagod  maintains  a number  of  Bayaderes, 
whofe  charms  produce  one  of  the  moll  certain  revenues 
of  the  Bramins. 

The 
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The  diredrefs  of  this  company  is  paid  by  the 
prince  ; but  her  emoluments  are  not  known. 
She  has  always  a number  of  pieces  ready  in  re- 
hearfal  to  be  played  at  a moment’s  notice.  Tho’^ 
thete  is  every  reafon  to  think  flie  is  well  paid 
by  Ayder  for  the  pleafures  (he  procures  him, 
the  emoluments  (he  receives  from  private  indi- 
viduals of  fortune,  are  Hill  more  advantageous 
to  her.  When  a great  man  gives  a fet  fup- 
per,  he  has  ufually  a comedy  ornamented  with 
fongs  and  dances.  Thedireclrefs  of  the  prince’s 
company  is  paid  one  hundred  rupees  for 
every  adrefs  that  plays,  fings,  or  dances..  The 
number  of.  thefe  aélrelFes  is  often  more  than 
twenty,  the  inJdrumental  mufic  not  being 
charged. 

If  a fupper  is  given  to  a few  private  friends, 
the  fingers  and  dancers  are  likewife  employed 
at  the  fame  price  of  one  hundred  rupees.  Be- 
fides  which,  they  muft  be  furnifhed  with  fup- 
per, and  abundance  of  fruits,  fweetmeats,  and 
warm  milk.  If  the  friends  are  retained  to  fleep 
(as  is  often  done,  where  their  fuppers  are 
more  friendly  than  ceremonious)  they  chufe 
each  a compahion  for  the  night  among  the 
performers,  for  which  the  direcirefs  is  likewife 
paid  one  hundred  rupees  each  ^ and  the  mailer 

of 
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©f  the  houfe  mufl:  prefent  his  friend  with  fome 
trinket,  or  piece  of  fluff,  to  be  given  to  the 
damfel  when  fhe  is  fent  away  in  the  morning. 

Befides  the  prince’s  company,  there  are  fe- 
veral  others  in  the  town  where  the  court  is 
kept,  and  in  the  armies.  There  are  even  fome 
that  are  compofed  of  men  only  : but  the  peo- 
ple of  the  court  never  have  recourfe  to  any  but 
the  prince’s  company. 

At  eleven  o’clock,  or  about,  midnight,  every 
one  retires  but  thofe  that  fup  with  the  Nabob  j 
who,  except  on  grand  feflivals,  are  always  his 
friends  and  relations. 

This  mode  of  life  purfued  by  Ayder,  is,  as 
may  be  eafily  imagined,  interrupted  in  the 
army.  It  is  likewife  occafionally  interrupted 
by  hunting  parties,  by  excurfions  on  foot  or 
horfeback,  or  by  his  attending  to  afTifl  at  the 
exercifes  and  evolutions  made  by  confiderable 
bodies  of  his  troops. 

When  he  is  obliged  to  remain  a month  in 
camp,  or  in  any  town,  he  ufually  gees  to  the 
chace  twice  a week.  He  bunts  the  flag,  the 
roebuck,  the  antelope,  and  fometimes  the 
tyger.  When  notice  arrives  that  this  lafl  ani- 
mal has  been  obferved  to  quit  the  forefls,  and 
appear  in  the  plain,  he  mounts  his  horfe,  fol- 
lowed 
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lowed  by  all  his  AbyiTinians,  his  fpear-men  on 
foot,  and  almoft  all  the  nobility  armed  with, 
fpears  and  bucklers.  The  traces  of  the  beaft  be- 
ing found,  the  hunters  furround  his.  hiding 
place,  and  contradl  the  circle  by  degrees.  As 
foon  as  the  creature,  who  is  ufually  hid  in 
fome  rice  ground,  perceives  his  enemies,  he 
roars,,  and  looics  every  where  to  find  a place  of 
efcape  ; and  when  he  prepares  to  fpring  on  fome 
one  to  force  a paflage,  he  is  attacked  by  Ayder 
himfelf,  to  whom  the  honour  of  giving  the  firft 
ftroke  is  yielded,  and  in  which  he  feldom  fails.. 
Thus  the  pleafures  of  the  fovereign  are  varied 
to  infinity. 
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THE 

TITLES 

ASSUMED  BY 

AYDER  ALI  KHAN; 


WITH  THEIR 

EXPLICATION, 

AYDER  ALI  KHAN,  Nabob  Ba- 
hader  Nahondas  f,  Suba  of  Scirra, 
King  of  the  Canarins  and  Corgues,  Day- 

va 

* Nabob  Bahader  fignifies  Incomparable  Knight; 
the  Bahaders  in  India  being  what  the  knights  were  in 
Europe.  A great  fovereign  or  general  among  the 
Mogols,  after  a battle,  gives  the  dignity  of  Bahader  to 
a man  of  diftindlion,  one , of  the  principal  officers 
who  has  behaved  with  honour.  If  there  has  formerly 
cxifted  any  ceremony  for  the  creation  of  a Bahader,  it 
is  now  out  of  ufe  ; all  that  is  done  at  prefent  is,  that  the 
general  publicly  praifes  his  a6lions,  and  in  his  difcoiirfe 
always  calls  him  Bahader  3 which  title  is  afterwards 

given 
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va  * of  May  flour,  Sovereign  of  the  Empires  of 
Cherequi  and  Calicut  which  contain  the 

kingdoms 

given  him  by  all  the  world  indifcriminately.  A Ba- 
hadcr  has  great  privileges  : he  may  go  every  where  com- 
pletely armed,  caufing  a gilt  mace  to  be  carried  before 
him,  and  may  appear  thus  even  in  the  prefence  of  any 
fo vej  eign.  When  a Bahader  arrives  at  court,  he  de- 
mands an  audience,  which  is  always  granted  ; he  prefents 
liimfelf  with  a helmet  on,  and  armed  in  every  other 
refpeél  ; the  fover^ign  feeing  him  enter,  rifes  and  fa- 
lutes  him,  by  embracing  twice  ; and  in  converfation 
ufes  the  terms  Amaré-Bajj  which  fignify  my  brother^ 
becaufe  all  the  fovereigns  dignify  themfelves  with  the 
title  of  Bahader.  Ayder  -«’■as  furnamed  the  Incom- 
parable Bahadei-  ; the  true  fignificarion  of  the  word 
Nabob  being  incomparable for  it  is  a title  of  honour, 
not  of  dignity  : however,  by  common  cuftom.  Nabob  of 
Benguelour  is  ufed  inftead  of  Lord  or  Prince  of  Ben- 
guelour;  but  literally  it  only  fignifies  incomparable, 
or  without  equal,  in  Benguelour.  This  title  beingex- 
clufive,  it  mufc  in  no  cafe  be  given  to  an  inferior  in 
prefence  of  his  fuperior.  Ayder,  to  (hew  that  the  title 
of  Bahader,  which  we  have  rendered  Knight,  but  which 
literally  implies  Great  Warrior,  is  above  all  other 
titles,  (igns,  inftead  of  his  name,  the  two  letters  B.  B. 
for  Bahader  Bahader. 

f Nahondas  implies  one  who  is  worthy  of  all  the 
titles  of  honour. 

* Dayva,  or  regent.  It  will  be  hereafter  feen  how 
Ayder  became  regent  of  this  kingdom. 

X «Sovereign  of  the  empires  of  Cherequi  and  Calicut. 
The  Portuguefe  were  the  firft  Europeans  who,  arriving 

with 
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kingdoms  of  Cananor,  Cochin,  Trevancour; 
Nabob  of  Benguelour,  Ballapour^Baflapatnam, 
or  Bifnagar,  &c.  &c.  Lord  of  the  Mountains 
and  Valiies,  &c,  &:c.  King  of  the  Iflands  of 
the  Sea,  &c.  &c.  f. 

with  their  fhips  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  gave  the  title 
of  Emperors  to  the  fovereigns  of  theîë  two  countries. 
The  name  anfwers  very  ill  to, the  power  and  extent  of 
the  dates  of  Cherequi  and  Samorin.  The  only  refem*- 
blancethey  have  to  emperors  is,  that  they  are  the  chiefs 
or  heads  of  two  confederations  of  petty  princes,  or 
Rajas,  to  whom  the  Portuguefe  gave  the  title  of  Kings^ 
becaufe  they  have  a diadem  and  purple  mantle,  having 
the  head  wrapped  in  red  muflin,  and  a ftripe  of  gold 
faftened  to  the  back  of  their  head  ; and  wearing  no 
other  clothes  than  a kind  of  fhirt  of  red  gauze  or 
muflin,  reaching  almoft  to  their  knees.  Thefe  pre- 
tended kings  feldom  poflefs  a territority  of  more  than 
two,  or  fix  leagues  at  the  extreme.  They  go  on  foot 
with  their  legs  naked,  followed  by  their  courtiers  bare- 
foot, and  armed  with  fabres  and  bucklers. 

* Ayder  is  Lord  of  Malleaur  or  Carnate  ; which 
two  words,  in  different  languages,  imply,  The  Country 
of  Mountains  and  Vailles. 

f We  fliall  hereafter  fliew.how  this  title  of  King 
of  the  Ifles  of  the  Sea  was  given,  when  his  fleet  made 
the  conqueft  of  the  Maldives,  which  are  faid  to  be 
twelve  thoufand  in  number. 
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Ay  D E R All  Khan,  fon  of  Nadlm 
Saeb,  general  of  ten  thoufand  horfe  ^ 
in  the  army  of  the  empire,  was  born 
in  1728  at  Diyanelli,  a fmall  fortrefs  or  caftle 

between 

^ General  of  ten  thoufand  horfe  is  nearly  the  fame 
as  lieutenant-general  in  France.  In  the  army  of  the 
Mogols,  all  the  degrees  are  conferred  by  patents,  that 
give  power  and  commifiion  to  raife  ten  thoufand  men 
Tol.  I,  E for 
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fcetween  Colar  and  Ofcota,  in  the  country  of 
jBenguelour.  This  land  was  given  in  hef  to 
his  father,  who  was  particularly  attached  to 
Nizam  El  Mouloucj  Grand  Vifir  and  Suba  of 
Decan, 

Aftef  the  death  of  Nizafn  É1  Mchilouc, 
Nadiin  Saeb  retired  to  Divanelli  with  his  two 
fons,  Ifmael  Saeb,  and  Ayder.  Ifmael  Saeb 
was  much  older  than  his  brother.  Fie  entered 
into  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Mayfîbür  j and 
in  a fhort  time  became  his  firll  general.  The 
king  of  Mayllbur,  as  a reward  for  a vidlory 
he  had  obtained  over  the  Marattas,  gave  him 
the  country  and  fortrefs  of  Benguelour  ; which 
put  him  into  a fituation  of  having  a body  of 
troops  of  his  own,  that  compofed  part  of  the 

fof  the  fervice  of  the  empire  ; v/ith  the  prerogative  to 
tiame  all  the  inferior  officers,  to  keep  them  in  diici- 
pline,  and  to  diftribute  jüttice  among  them.  As  the 
cavalry  is  the  moft  efteemed  fervice,  the  degree  of  ge- 
neral of  ten  thou  (and  horfe  is  the  higheft.  This  gene- 
ral has  the  right  to  caufe  any  number  of  banners  or 
ftreamers  to  be  carried  before  him,  and  to  caufe  a largei 
fquare  ftandard  to  be  hoifted  before  his  tent,  which  is, 
at  the  fame  time,  a mark  of  his  jurifdi6tion.  A gene- 
ral, or  commander  in  chief,  caufes  two  to  be  hoiffed. 
When  the  grand  army  of  a Subafliip  is  aÏÏembled,  a 
large  triangular  ftandard  is  difpJayed  at  the  head  of  the 
camp. 
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army  of  the  king  of  Mayflbur,  when  Nazer- 
zing  made  a defcent  upon  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel  in  1750.  Ayder,  then  about  twenty- 
one  or  twenty-two  years  old,  had  never  quit- 
ted his  father’s  houfe.  His  father  gave  him 
the  command  of  the  quota  of  troops  he  was 
bound  to  furnifh  to  the  army  of  the  Suba,  for 
his  lordfhip  of  Divanelli*  It  confined  only  of 
fifty  horfemen,  and  two  hundred  Peadars,  or 
foldiers  armed  with  matchlocks»  Ibrahim  Saeb, 
the  maternal  uncle  of  Ayder,  ferved  him  in- 
flead  of  a Mentor. 

Ayder  being  at  the  battle  where  Nazerzing 
was  (lain,  the  bravery  of  the  French,  who, 
to  the  number  of  eight  hundred,  feconded  by 
four  thoufand  Seapoys,  had  the  courage  to  at- 
tack the  army  of  the  Mogols,  then  more  than 
three  hundred  thoufand  ftrong,  made  fuch  an 
irnpreffion  -on  his  mind,  that  he  was  perfuad- 
ed  the  French  were  capable  of  undertaking 
-the  moft  difficult  enterprizes.  Having  fol- 
lowed Mouzaferzing,  fucceflbrto  Nazerzing, 
to  Pondicherry,  the  obfervations  he  made  in 
that  city,  upon  the  manners,  difeipline,  for- 
tifications, buildings,  arts,  and  ii^dultry  of 
the  French,  gave  him  the  higheft  effeem  for 
that  celebrated  and  warlike  natic^,  and  more 
E 2 efpecially 
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erpecially  for  M.  Dupleix,  who  was  then  go- 
vernor. 

In  1751,  Mouzaferzing  having  withdrawn 
his  army  to  Golconda,  Ayder,  whofe  father 
was  dead,  v»-ent  to  join  his  brother  in  Mayf- 
four.  On  the  account  the  young  man  gave  of 
the  advantageous  arms  of  the  Europeans,  and 
their  addrefs  in  managing  great  guns,  Ifmael 
Saeb  difpatched  a Guebre  to  Bombay,  to  pur- 
chafe  cannon,  and  mufquets  with,  bayonets — 
This  Perfian,  who  died  in  1767,  purchafed 
two  thoufand  mufquets,  and  fix  pieces  of  can- 
non, of  the  governor  of  Bombay.  He  like- 
wife  enrolled  thirty  European  failors,  of  dif- 
ferent nations,  that  he  collecfed  on  the  coafl;  of 
Malabar,  to  ferve  as  canoniers. 

Ifmael  Saeb,  brother  to  Ayder,  was  thus 
the  firft  Indian  who  formed  a corps  of  Seapoys 
armed  with  firelocks  and  bayonets,  and  who 
had  a train  of  artillery  ferved  by  Europeans, 
This  procured  him  new  advantages  over  the  ene- 
mies of  the  king  of  Mayfibur,  and  increafed  the 
efieem  and  friendfhip  of  that  prince  for  him. 

Nand  Raja,  brother  to  the  king  of  Mayf- 
four,  and  Dayva  having  formed  an  army 

to 

* Nand  Raja  was  Dayva,  -which  lignifies  regent,  as 

Ayder 
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to  make  a defcent  upon  the  coafi:  of  Coro- 
mandel, and  join  that  of  the  Englifh,  Ayder, 
at  the  recommendation  of  his  brother,  obtained 
the  command  of  the  cavalry  of  this  army. 
The  Englifti,  aided  by  the  Mayliburians,  forced 
the  French  troops,  combined  with  thofe  of 
Chanda  Saeb,  to  furrender  themfelves  prifon- 
ers  of  war,  and  to  give  up  the  Pagod  of  Schir- 
nigam,  in  which  they  had  taken  refuge.  It 
was  on  this  occafion  that  Chanda  Saeb  was 
made  prifoner.  Nand  Raja  afterwards  quar- 
relling with  the  Englifh,  M.  Dupleix  formed 
an  alliance  with  him  ; and  it  was  agreed  to  lay 
fiege  to  Trichnapoli,  a ftrong  place  on  the 
river  Caveri,  with  an  army  compofed  of 
French  forces,  together  with  thofe  of  Mayf- 
four,  and  thofe  of  Chanda  Saeb  *,  Nabob  of 
Arcot.  The  Englifli,  w'ho  were  the  allies  of 
Mehemet  Ali  Khan  f,  competitor  of  Chanda 
Saeb,  had  then  a garrifon  in  Trichnapoli. 

When  the  French  fet  out  from  Pondicherry^ 
in  1752,  to  join  Nand  Raja,  they  were  har- 

Ayder  is  at  prefent.  It  will  hereafter  be  feen  how  this 
prince  loft  the  regency. 

* Chanda  Saeb,  as  has  been  ftiewn  in  the  Introduc- 
tion, was  the  Nabob  acknowledged  by  the  French, 
t See  the  Introduclion. 
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rafïèd  in  their  march  by  a body  of  Mahratta 
cavalry,  commanded  by  a chief  allied  with  the 
Englifh.  On  this  occafion  the  commandant 
of  the  French  troops  wrote  to  the  regent  of 
Mayflbur  to  fend  him  a reinforcement. 

Ayder  v/as  fent  to  his  affiftance,  at  the  head 
of  eighteen  hundred  horfe.  It  was  then  that 
Ayder  began  to  be  known  to  the  French,  and 
to  acquire  fome  reputation  among  the  Euro- 
peans, whence  be  had  his  pretended  name  of' 
Andernec.  Before  that  time,  the  French,  the 
Englifh,  and  other  European  nations,  had 
very  little  connedfion  with,  or  knowledge  of, 
the  interior  parts  of  the  country  ; and  there 
was  not  perhaps  two  Frenchmen  at  Pondi- 
cherry that  could  converfe  in  the  language  of 
the  Mogols,  which  is  a kind  of  Perfian,  and 
is  commonly  called  Moors.  The  officers  and 
foldiers  had  no  other  interpreters  than  their 
Dabafhis,  or  Malabar  domeftics,  who  knew 
only  their  own  language  and  a fort  of  corrupt 
Portuguefe.  The  Malabar  language,  though 
very  regular,  is  perhaps  the  pooreft  language 
in  being  : fo  that  the  word  Dore  fignifies 
Mr.  or  Sir  ; and  to  exprefs  the  word  governor, 
general,  or  the fuperior  Sh\  they  fay  Peri-dorcy 
which  is  the  great  Slr^  or  Mafar  : and,  in 

the 
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the  fame  manner,  to  denote  any  chief  whatfo- 
ever,  the  Malabar  language  has  only  the  word 
Nate  ; and  they  ufe  Tanjaor  Naic  to  hgnify  the 
king  or  Raja  of  Tanjaor  ; and  Narhn  Naic^ 
and  Chabrl  Naic^  to  denote  the  ferjeant  Na- 
rim,  or  the  corporal  Chabri  : and  the  name 
Ayder  Naic  implying  the  chief  Ayder,  the 
French  have  formed  it  into  Andernec.  It  is 
this  name  of  Naic  that  has  caufed  it  to  be 
imagined  that  Ayder  had  been  a corporal  of 
Seapoys.  He  was  then  called  Ayder  Saeb, 
which  is  the  fame  as  Mr.  Ayder.  His  name 
was  enlarged  in  proportion  as  his  powçr  in- 
creafed,  as  the  cuflom  is  among  the  Mogols  j 
and  he  is  now  called  Ayder  Ali  Khan, 

When  the  French  army  had  joined  that  of 
Ma  y flour,  Ayder  whofe  camp  then  formed 
the  left  wing  of  the  Mayflburian  army,  came 
and  encamped  himfelf  to  the  right  of  the 
French,  in  fpite  of  all  the  arguments  of  the 
French  commandant,  and  the  regent  of  Mayf- 
four  ; and,  however  difagreeable  it  was  to  the 


* M.  de  Maiiliii,  who  commanded  the  French  at 
that  time,  is  the  author  of  this  anecdote,  which  fwfh- 
eiently  confutes  the  fcveral  ftories  that  have  been  cir- 
culated refpecling  Ayder’s  intentions. 
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French  to  fee  themfelves  as  it  were  cooped 
up,  he  would  not  remove  from  the  ftation  he 
had  alTumed.  He  informed  the  commandant 
that  he  wiftied  to  be  near  the  French,  that  he 
might  learn  from  them  the  art  of  war.  In 
fa61:,  he  was  very  attentive  and  exaél  in  ob- 
ferving  every  thing  that  paffed  in  the  French 
camp  ; and  caufed  feveral  of  their  evolutions  * 
to  be  repeated,  as  well  as  was  in  his  power, 
in  his  own  camp. — This  repetition  caufed  fome 
diverfion  to  the  French  officers  and  foldiers, 
whom  he  was  attentive  to  pleafe  by  his  polite- 
nefs  and  good  manners.  But  it  was  not  with 
any  fatisfaéfion  they  obferved  that  Ayder  had 
drawn  the  moft  acSIive  and  intelligent  French 
foldiers  into  his  fervice.  He  had  ffill  in  his 
fervice,  in  1770,  the  Sieur  Stenetf,  fon  of  a 
Cent-SmJJe  of  Verfailles,  who  was  a volun- 
teer at  the  fiege  of  Trichnapoli  in  1753  • he 
took  him  at  that  time  into  his  fervice,  and 
fent  him  to  his  brother  in  Mayffour,  as  he  did 
every  other  Frenchman  that  chofe  to  engage 
in  his  fervice.  Thefe  enrollments  were  made 

* Ayder,  thowgh  general  of  cavalry  in  the  army  of 
Mayflbur,  had  troops  of  his  own. — The  left  is  the  poll 
©f  honour  in  India. 

f He  was  then  captain  in  the  artillery. 
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with  fome  dexterity  ; and,  as  there  was  need 
of  his  fervices,  the  French  commandant  wink- 
ed at  the  irregularity  of  the  proceeding. 

General  Lawrence,  who  was  then  only  ma- 
jor, attempting  to  throw  fome  fuccours  and  a 
convoy  into  Trichnapoli,  received  a confider- 
able  check  ; of  which,  in  his  Memoirs,  he  gives 
all  the  honour  to  Ayder  and  his  cavalry.  Eng- 
lilh  jealoufy  perhaps  induced  him  to  diminifh 
the  merit  of  the  French  ; but  it  is  certain  that 
Ayder  diftinguilhed  himfelf  highly  on  this  oc- 
cafion. 

In  1755,  Nand  Raja^  having  quitted  the 
French  to  return  to  Mayflbur,  Ayder  made  a 
particular  treaty  with  M.  Dupleix,  by  which 
he  engaged  to  remain  with  his  troops,  form- 
ing a body  of  fix  thoufand  men,  till  the  cap- 
ture of  Trichnapoli  ; and  he  did  not  return 
to  Mayflbur  till  Mr.  Godehen,  fucceflbr  to 
M.  Dupleix,  had  made  a truce  with  the  Eng- 
lifh,  and  given  orders  to  raife  the  fiege  of 
Trichnapoli.  In  1 7 56,  Ayder  being  informed 

* The  caufe  of  the  retreat  of  Nand  Raja  with  the 
army  of  Mayflbur,  was,  that  M.  de  Bufli,  with  a body 
of  French,  had  accompanied  Salaberzing,  Suba  of  De- 
can, when  he  came  to  Syringpatnam,  capital  of  Mayf- 
four,  and  exacted  contributions. 


of 


58  THE  HISTORY  OF 

of  the  death  of  his  brother,  as  he  was  on  his 
way  to  rejoin  him,  haftened  to  receive  the 
fucceifion  that  had  devolved  to  him  by  the 
law  ; his  brother  having  no  male  children. 
This  death  put  him  in  poflê/îlon  of  a handfomc 
fortrefs,  a fertile  territory,  and  a body  of 
troops,  which,  joined  to  his  own,  amounted 
to  above  fifteen  thoufand  men,  including  two 
hundred  Europeans,  and  three  thoufand  of  ex- 
cellent cav^alry.  The  king  of  Mayflbur  hav- 
ing the  fame  confidence  in  him  as  his  bro- 
ther Ifmael,  appointed  him  generalilîimo  of  his 
army. 

The  kings  of  MaylTour  being  Bramins,  had 
united  the  royal  dignity  and  the  priefihood  j 
and,  to  be  niore  venerable  in  the  eyes  of  their 
people,  they  alFedled  to  appear  in  public  only 
twice  a year  ^ namely,  on  thofe  days  when 
they  prefided  at  the  folemn  ceremonies  of  their 
religion.  And  in  order  to  appear  folely  occu- 
pied with  the  facred  myfierles,  which  they  ce- 
lebrated with  pomp  and  magnificence,  they 
abandoned  the  government  to  a Dayva,  or  re- 
gent, who,  till  the  time  of  Nand  Raja,  had 
always  been  one  of  the  king’s  neareft  rela- 
tions. But  a Eramin,  named  Canero,  favourite 
of  this  prince,  perl'uaded  him  to  afilime  the 

government 
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government  himfelf,  and  forfake  his  brother 
Nand  Raja.  This  laft,  who  had  neither  the 
capacity  nor  the  application,  nor  even  the  firm- 
nefs,  neceflary  to  fupport  himfelf  in  this  dig- 
nity, made  no  refiftance  ; and  preferred  banifh- 
ment  to  the  frontier  to  the  hazard  of  making 
the  leaf!:  remonftrance. 

Canero  having  taken  entire  poiîèlîîon  of  the 
mind  of  the  king,  was  declared  his  minifter, 
and  charged  with  the  adminiftration  of  affairs. 
Ayder  kept  his  command  of  the  army. 

The  power,  the  reputation,  and  the  love  of 
the  foldiery  that  were  poflèlièd  by  Ayder,  ought 
to  have  fecured  him  from  the  envy  and  jealoufy 
of  this  ambitious  miniffer  : but  Canero,  facri- 
ficing  every  thing  to  thofe  pallions,  ventured 
even  to  make  a private  treaty  with  the  Marat- 
tas,  enemies  of  the  ftate.  In  confequence  of  this 
treaty,  the  Maratta  army  entered  Mayffour  in 
the  rainy  feafon,  at  the  moment  when  Ayder 
îeaft  expedled  them,  and,  deceived  by  Canero,» 
had  difperfed  his  troops. 

The  approach  of  the  Marattas,  and  their  fii- 
periority  in  number,  obliged  him  to  advance 
towards  Syringpatnam,  capital  of  the  king- 
dom, that  offered  him  a fore  afylum  in  the 
ifland  on  which  the  city  is  fituated,  and  which 

cannot 
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cannot  be  entered,  when  the  Caveri  is  fwelled 
by  the  rains,  but  by  the  bridge  of  Syringpat- 
nam. 

Canero,  who,  in  another  fltuation,  would 
have  done  his  utmoft  to  have  prevented  Ay- 
der  from  entering  the  royal  city,  prefled 
him  to  pitch  his  camp  on  the  ifland.  Ayder 
fell  into  the  fnare  of  the  perfidious  Bramin.  He 
pafled  the  bridge  and  went  through  the  town 
with  his  army,  which  he  encamped  at  the  op- 
pofite  extremity  of  the  ifland.  The  Maratta 
army  foon  appeared,  and  invefled  that  part  of 
the  river,  where  it  is  fordable  in  the  ufual 
ftate  of  the  waters. 

Ayder,  having  no  fufpicion  of  the  treachery 
of  Canero,  depended  on  the  well-furnifhed 
magazines  of  the  city  for  the  fubfiftence  of  his 
troops.  But  he  was  in  the  highefl:  aftonifh- 
ment,  the  day  after  the  arrival  of  the  Marattas, 
when  he  beheld  the  gates  of  the  city  (hut  ; and 
was  informed  that  Canero  had  determined  that 
the  whole  army  fhould  perifh,  either  by  hun- 
ger or  the  cannon  of  the  city,  unlefs  they 
delivered  up  Ayder  to  the  king,  who  had  flrong 
reafons  for  fecuring  his  perfon.  This  account 
convinced  Ayder  that  Canero  had  fworn  his 
deftrudion.  He  fent  feveral  officers  to  treat 

with 
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with  him  ; but  the  day  was  confumed  without 
effedl.  When  the  night  was  clofed  in,  he  fent 
for  the  chiefs  of  the  different  corps  into  his 
tent.  He  thanked  them  for  their  fidelity  to  him, 
and  afTured  them  that  he  would  not  be  the 
caufe  of  the  lofs  of  fo  many  brave  men.  He 
advifed  them  to  arrange  their  affairs,  at  the 
break  of  day,  as  well  as  they  could,  with 
Canero  ; and  informed  them  that  he  fhould 
determine  for  himfelf  in  the  courfe  of  that 
very  night.  At  the  fame  time  he  gave  fix 
months  pay  and  gratification  to  the  whole 
army,  which  was  diftributed  to  the  foldiers  be- 
fore any  treaty  was  made  with  Canero.  He 
then  embraced  the  principal  officers,  telling 
them  that  he  depended  on  their  friendfhip 
when  a favourable  opportunity  might  arrive  ; 
and  afterwards  difmiffed  them.  About  mid- 
night, affembling  thirty  of  his  men  on  whofe 
fidelity  and  bravery  he  could  rely,  he  com- 
mitted a quantity  of  gold  to  the  charge  of 
each  ; and,  putting  himfelf  at  their  head,  at- 
tempted to  pafs  the  river  by  fwimming.  He 
fucceeded  ; and  happily  eluding  the  Maratta 
army,  kept  a diredt  courfe,  without  flopping, 
till  he  arrived  at  Bengueiour,  which  is  thirty 
leagues  diflant  from  Syringpatnam. 
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When  he  came  near  this  fortrefs,  he  fent 
one  of  his  friends  to  his  uncle  Ibrahim  Saeb, 
to  whom  he  had  entrufted  the  government, 
to  inform  him,  that  though  he  had  formerly 
polTelTed  lands,  fortrefles,  treafures,  and  an 
army,  he  had  now  no  more  remaining  than 
thirty  friends,  who  were  determined  to  fhare 
his  fortune  ; that  he  therefore  begged  him  to 
fay,  with  fincerity,  whether  he  could  ftill  rely 
on  his  friendfhip  ; and  that  his  anfwer  would 
determine  whether  he  jQiould  come  to  Ben- 
guelour,  or  feek  an  afylum  elfewhere.  His 
uncle  having  received  this  meflage,  mounted 
his  horfe,  and  returned  with  the  mefienger  of 
Ayder.  ‘‘  Courage  faid  he,  on  meeting  his 
nephew,  ‘‘  nothing  is  loft  that  you  have  trufted 
in  my  hands  ; and  God  will  aftift  you  to  reco- 
ver the  reft.”  Ayder  embraced  him,  and  they 
entered  Benguelour, 

Seeing  himfelf  thus  in  pofleftion  of  a ftrong 
place,  he  began  to  hope  for  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  his  affairs  ; and  his  wlfhes  were  foon 
partly  realized,  by  the  unforefeen  arrival  of  al- 
moft  all  his  cavalry,  which  the  brave  Moc- 
tum  Saeb,  his  brother-in-law,  brought  after 
him. 

At  the  time  that  Canero  was  in  treaty  with 
the  chiefs  of  Ayder’s  army,  Medium  feizing 

the 
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the  inflant  of  a fudden  and  unexpe(5^:ed  decreafe 
of  the  Caveri,  croflëd  the  river  at  the  head  of 
three  thoufand  horfe  ; and  overthrowing  every 
force  the  Marattas  brought  to  oppofe  him,  he 
opened  a pafFage,  and  arrived  at  Benguelour  by 
favour  of  the  woods  and  mountains  he  was  per- 
fedtly  acquainted  with,  having  loft  a very  in- 
confiderable  number  of  men. 

Ayder  made  ufe  of  every  refource.  He  raifed 
troops  with  the  utmoft  celerity  ; and  being  ne- 
cefiarily  on  the  defenfive,  he  began  a war  of 
ftratagem  with  the  Marattas,  feconded  by  his 
brother-in-law,  and  affifted  by  the  nature  of 
the  country. 

In  the  year  1760,  at  the  time  he  was  bufied 
in  defending  his  own  proper  home,  Pondi- 
cherry being  in  great  danger,  he  detached  feven 
thoufand  men,  at  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Lally,  to 
aftift  the  French,  under  the  command  of  his 
brother-in-law  Moéfum. 

Moclum,  in  his  way  to  Pondicherry,  placed  a 
garrifon  in  the  fortrefs  of  Thiagar,  which  the 
Sieur  Mariol  put  into  his  hands,  by  order  of 
Mr.  Lally  ; and  the  garrifon  of  that  place,  con- 
fiftlng  of  three  hundred  French  and  twelve  hun- 
dred feapoys,  having  joined  the  army  of  Ayder, 
Mo6tum,  after  repelling  a party  of  the  Eng- 
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lifli,  who  pretended  to  difpute  the  pafTage  of 
a river,  encamped  on  the  glacis  of  Pondi- 
cherry, where  he  remained  two  months  ; and 
threw  feveral  convoys  into  the  place,  without 
being  able  to  prevail  on  M.  Lally  to  encamp 
without  the  town.  He  returned  to  Ayder, 
bringing  with^  him  all  the  French  cavalry 
under  the  Sieurs  Alain  and  Hughel,  and  fuch 
workmen  as  were  at  Pondicherry  : a pre- 
cious acquihtion,  which  has  highly  contri- 
buted to  the  fuccefs  of  Ayder,  by  furniihing 
him  with  fkilful  armourers,  carpenters,  and 
other  workmen  from  the  arfenal  of  Pondi- 
cherry, colledfed  with  much  expence  and 
trouble  by  the  French.  Modfum,  in  his  re- 
turn, paffing  by  Thiagar,  withdre\y  his  gar- 
rifon;  and  the  French  replaced  fome  feapoys 
in  the  fame  : Modfum  faying,  with  a gene- 
rous fpirit  of  integrity,  that  as  the  place  was 
to  have  been  the  reward  for  delivering  Pondi- 
cherry, juftice  required  him  to  reftore  it,  fince 
he  had  failed  in  the  attempt. 

This  acfion,  however,  may  perhaps  have 
been  more  political  than  generous.  But  the 
fadf  is,  that  Thiagar  w'as  not  furrendered  to 
the  Englilh  till  after  the  capture  of  Pondi- 
cherry. 
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During  the  abfence  of  Mocf urn,  Ayder  made 
a truce  with  the  Marattas,  a nation  very  averfe 
to  long  wars.  This  Nabob,  efteeming  the 
French  in  the  higheft  degree,  faw  with  great 
fatisfa^lion  a fine  corps  of  cavalry  of  that 
nation  in  his  army  ; and  he  was  ftill  more  re- 
joiced to  behold  them  accompanied  by  a body 
of  workmen,  for  want  of  whofe  affiftance  he 
was  in  no  finail  diffrefs.  His  brother-in-law, 
who  had  conciliated  the  aftecfion  of  all  who 
knew  him,  was  doubtlefs  entitled  to  the  moil 
honourable  reception.  Ayder,  on  the  con- 
trary, received  him  with  coolnefs,  and  even 
with  indignation  ; making  it  a crime  that  he 
had  not  accomplifhed  the  objedt  of  his  mif- 
fion,  by  raifing  the  fiege  of  Pondicherry  ; 
and,  without  waiting  for  his  repl)^,  he  degraded 
him  to  the  rank  of  fimple  cavalier,  as  being 
unworthy  of  any  command.  This  treatment, 
which  aftonifhed  all  the  world,  was  highly 
mortifying  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  who 
had  borne  a part  in  the  expedition.  Many  of 
them,  particularly  the  French,  fpoke  to  Ayder 
in  favour  of  his  brother-in-law  j but  he  ap- 
pearing alv/ays  in  anger,  but  at  the  fame  time 
willing  to  do  juftice,  confented  to  affemble  all 
the  chiefs  of  his  army,  and  allowed  the  friends 
VoL.  I.  F of 
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of  Mo6lum  to  give  a detail  of  his  conduvSl 
during  the  expedition  to  Pondicherry.  The 
whole  aflembly  unanimoufly  extolling  the  me- 
rit of  Moclum,  Ayder  ordered  his  grand 
favari  * to  be  immediately  prepared  ; and  be- 
ing on  his  march  to  the  houfe  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  followed  by  the  whole  affembly,  he 
met  him  in  the  f bazar,  where  he  was 
walking  on  foot  like  a common  foldier.  As 
foon  as  Ayder  faw  him,  he  defcended  from 
his  elephant,  approached  Modlum  and  em- 
braced him  cordially  feveral  times,  and  ad- 
dreffed  him  nearly  in  thefe  words  : “ I find, 
by  the  account  of  your  friends,  that  I was 
“ wrong  in  blaming  your  conduct,  and  was 
going  to  your  houfe  to  make  an  apology 
“ for  my  error.  I am  happy  that  1 have  met 
“ you,  that  the  fatisfaélion  I make  may  be 
“ the  more  public.’’  Then  caufing  him  to. 
mount  the  king’s  own  elephant,  he  conduced 

* Sanjari  is  a word  that  figni/ies  the  grand  retinue 
of  the  fovereign  on  occafions  of  ceremony.  It  will  be 
defcribed  in  a future  part  of  this  work. 

f The  bazar  is  that  part  of  a city  or  camp  where 
the  /hops  of  the  merchants  are  fituate.  The  ftreets  of 
the  bazar  being  ufuaily  covered,  it  is  common  to  walk 
there. 

v-him 
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him  to  his  own  houfe,  riding  before  him  on 
horfeback,  with  all  his  attendants  in  procef- 
fion,  and  followed  by  the  people  and  foldiery  ; 
v/ho,  happy  at  the  reconciliation  of  Ayder 
with  Mo61:um5  fang  his  praifes,  in  which  his 
brother-in-law  was  not  forgotten. 

The  condudl  of  Ayder  in  this  tranfacTtion 
v/as  founded  injuftice;  but,  according  to  all 
appearance,  it  was  not  lefs  the  efFedl  of  policy. 
He  was  then  looking  forward  at  a great  for- 
tune, and  was  dehrous  of  convincing  his  offi- 
cers, that,  as  he  had  not  fpared  his  brother-in- 
law,  who  was  his  deareft  friend,  he  fhould 
not  fail  in  punilhing  any  negledi:  of  duty  in 
them. 

Ayder  loft  no  time  in  turning  the  arrival 
of  the  French  to  his  advantage.  He  fpread 
the  news  by  his  emiffarles,  magnifying  their 
number  ; and,  avowing  his  intention  to  march 
to  Syringpatnam,  he  invited  all  the  great  men 
of  MayiTour  to  join  him  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
livering the  king  from  the  power  of  the  treaa 
cherous  Canero,  and  to  reftore  the  govern- 
ment in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  the  king- 
dom. Nand  Raja,  who  had  always  bel 4*  a 
fecret  correfpondence  with  Ayder,  quitted 
his  exile  and  joined  him  ; and  it  is  faid,  that 
F 2 he 
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he  furnifhed  him  with  large  fums  of  money; 
to  raife  troops  and  increafe  his  army. 

Canero,  knowing’  the  affivity  of  Ayder^ 
W’as  not  remifs  in  his  preparations.^  He  col- 
lected an  army  vaftly  more  numerous  than 
that  of  Ayder  ; and,  by  virtue  of  carelTes  and 
rewards,  gained  to  his  party  thofe  Europeans 
who  had  managed  the  artillery  of  Ayder  be- 
fore his  flight.  His  artillery  was,  befidcs,  far 
fuperior  in  number  and  quality,  fo  that  he 
did  not  fear  to  go  out  of  the  town,  and  wait- 
ed for  Ayder  at  Cenapatnam,  an  open  village 
feven  leagues  diftant  from  Syringpatnam, 

The  two  armies  were  encamped  at  the 
diftance  of  three  leagues  afunder.  The  de- 
pendence of  Ayder  on  his  own  troops,  and 
hopes  he  had  been  encouraged  to  form  from 
his  French  fuceours,  did  not  prevent  his  em- 
ploying ftratagem  againft  his  enemy.  Suecefs 
attended  his  attempts. 

There  was  a lady  at  Syringpatnam,  com- 
monly called  thé  old  Dayva,  becaufe  her 
hufband,  brother  of  the  king  and  of  Nand 
Raja,  had  been  regent  or  Dayva  of  the  king- 
dom. 

This  lady  had  polîèfled  great  pov/er  during 
the  regency  of  her  hufband,  w^ho  left  her  ex- 
tremely 
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^ï’eîheîy  rich.  Nand  Raja,  her  broîher-in- 
îaw,  on  his  acceffion  to  the  regency,  had  not 
that  refpedt  and  confideration  fhe  thought  were 
due  to  her  : from  that  moment  fhe  declared 
herfelf  his  enemy,  and  contributed  much  to 
his  lofs  of  the  regency.  This  princefs  had  al- 
ways protefted  Ayder  and  his  brother  and,  as 
her  condudl  was  not  very  exemplary,  the  fcan- 
daloüs  chronicle  affirmed,  that  Ayder  and  his 
brother  fhared  her  private  favours.  Though 
diftant  from  Syringpatnam,  Ayder  had  al- 
ways kept  up  an  intimate  correfpondence  with 
this  lady,  who  was  not  a friend  to  Canero, 
though  apparentlyj  from  policy,  much  attach- 
ed to  him.  On  the  affiurance  that  Ayder  gave 
her,  that  Nand  Raja  ffiould  never  be  regent, 
fhe  promifed  to  ferve  him  to  the  utrnoil:  of  her 
power,  and  even  fupplied  him  with  large  fums 
of  money. 

Ayder  j to  make  every  advantage  of  the  friend- 
fhip  of  this  lady,  on  whom  he  had  an  entire  reli- 
ance, tranfmitted  to  her  fi£litious  letters,  addref- 
fed  to  the  principal  heads  of  the  army  of  Canero, 
in  which  he  appeared  to  prefcribe,  in  confer 
quence  of  an  agreement  long  eftabliflied,  opera- 
tions to  be  made  by  them  upon  certain  lignais 
appointed  by  Ayder.  The  intention  of  thefe 
F 3 manoeuvres 
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manœuvres  was  apparently  that  of  furround- 
ing  Canero  at  the  commencement  of  the  bat- 
tle, and  preventing  his  efcape.  The  lady 
having  received  thefe  letters,  repaired  to  the 
camp  of  Canero  the  night  preceding  the 
battle  : fhe  gave  him  the  letters  j and,  by  an 
artful  converfation  on  the  bufinefs,  increafed 
‘the  coiiilernation  of  the  minifler  : the  confe- 
quence  was,  that  he  immediately  retired  to 
Syringpatnam,  leaving  the  command  of  the 
army  to  an  old  general  named  Pirkhan,  whom 
he  believed  to  be  in  his  interefts,  but  who 
was  really  the  friend  of  Ayder. 

Ayder,  informed  of  every  thing  as  it  hap- 
pened, marched  with  his  army  at  the  break  of 
day  to  approach  that  of  Canero,  thrown  in- 
to great  agitation  by  his  departure.  The  news 
of  this  precipitate  march  augmented  the  confu- 
fion,  and  the  general  was  by  no  means  defirous 
of  removing  it.  A number  of  deferters  from 
Canero’s  army  arrived  in  the  camp  of  Ayder, 
with  the  news  of  his  flight.  As  foon  as  that 
Nabob  heard  their  report,  he  caufed  his  army 
to  halt,  and  fent  a mefîènger  to  the  general  of 
the  other  army  to  propofe  a conference,  pub- 
licly affuring  him,  that  his  exertions  were  di- 
reiSled  againft  the  traitor  Canero,  and  not 
the  king  and  kingdom  of  Mayfîbur,  Pirkhan, 

after 
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after  taking  the  advice  of  the  principal  chiefs 
of  his  army,  confented  to  a conference  -with 
Ayder  and  Nand  Raja,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
two  armies  ; when  it  was  refolved,  to  the  great 
fatisfadion  of  the  foldiers,  that  they  fhould 
unite,  and  form  but  one  army  ; and  that  a 
deputation  fhould  be  fent  immediately  to  the 
king  of  MayfTour,  praying  him  to  drive  the 
traitor  Canero  out  of  the  kingdom,  as  a de- 
clared enemy  of  the  king  and  the  ftate.  When 
the  two  armies  were  united,  Ayder,  to  the 
furprife  of  every  one,  commanded  before  him 
the  Europeans  who  had  formerly  been  attach- 
ed to  his  fervice  and  that  of  his  brother  : he 
made  them  ground  their  arms,  and,  giving 
every  one  a ftroke,  after  the  manner  of  the 
Indians,  when  they  difhonour  or  degrade- any 
one,  he  drove  them  out  of  his  camp.  He  was 
induced  to  this  feverity,  as  he  faid,  becaufe 
thefe  foldiers,  having  been  loaded  with  favours 
by  his  brother  and  himfelf,  were  the  only  men 
of  all  his  troops  who  had  prefumed  to  carry 
arms  again!}  him.  The  French  cavalry  from 
Pondicherry  were  prefent  at  this  execution, 
and  pretended  to  approve  it. 

. The  deputation  from  the  army  being  arrived 
at  Syringpatnam,  the  anfvver  - of  the  king, 
F 4 dictated. 
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di6lated,  no  doubt,  by  Canero,  was,  that  they 
were  traitors,  and  that  the  king  would  pu- 
nifh  them.  On  this  anfwer,  it  was  refolved 
to  lay  fiege  to  Syringpatnam  ; which  was 
immediately  done,  to  prevent  Canero  from 
calling  in  the  affiftance  of  the  Marattas. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  city  had  no  fooner 
heard  the  report  of  a few  cannon,  than  they 
aflembled,  and  remonftrated  in  ftrong  terms 
againft  Canero,  excited,  moft  probably,  by 
the  dowager  Dayva  ; who  at  length  prevailed 
on  the  king  to  deliver  Canero  to  the  army, 
and  to  declare  Ayder  regent  inftead  of  Nand 
Raja,  who  expedled  the  appointment,  and  fup- 
pofed  Ayder  would  be  contented  with  the  poft 
of  generaliflimo. 

Upon  his  accepting  the  regency,  Ayder 
made  every  fubmiffion  to  appeafe  Nand  Raja. 
He  gave  him  a confiderable  territory,  and 
made  a promife,  both  in  writing  and  by  oath, 
that  he  would  never  make  any  attempt  on  his 
liberty,  property,  or  life,  but  would  always  re- 
gard him  as  his  father. 

Ayder  afterwards  caufed  the  Bramin  doctors 
to  be  alTembled  to  judge' Canero.  He  was 
condemned  to  death  for  having  invited  a fo- 
reign enemy  into  the  kingdom,  and  levying 

war 
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•war  againft  the  klng^s  mofl  faithful  fubjeéls. 
By  virtue  of  his  povi^er  as  regent,  Ayder  fpared 
his  life,  and  commuted  his  punifiiment  into 
that  of  being  fhut  up  in  an  iron  cagé  in  the 
middle  of  the  moft  public  place  of  Bengue- 
lour  ; where  it  is  ftill  to  be  feen,  with  ^he 
bones  of  this  unhappy  favourite,  who  lived  two 
years  in  the  cage,  expofed  to  the  infults  of  a 
populace  that  adored  Ayder. 

As  a beginning  of  his  performance  of  the 
duty  of  a regent,  Ayder  caufed  an  exadt  ac- 
count to  be  made  out  of  the  royal  revenues,  to- 
gether with  the  treafure  and  jewels.  He  found 
that  the  greateft  part  of  the  jewels,  inftead  of 
being  in  the  treafury,  were  in  pawn  with  the 
court  banker  who  had  advanced  money 

when 

* In  every  great  city  of  Indoftan,  efpecially  thofe 
where  courts  are  kept,  there  are  rich  bankers,  named  Sar-f 
cars.  They  are  all  Guzerats,  or  natives  of  that  coun- 
try. Their  integrity  or  credit,  as  well  as  their  Ikili 
inbufinefs,  is  much  efteemed.  Their  bufinefs  is  properly 
that  of  bankers,  borrowing  or  lending  money,  furnilhing 
or  taking  letters  of  exchange  on  all  places,  not  ex- 
cepting even  thofe  at  which  they  have  no  correfpon- 
dence.  In  this  laft  cafe,  they  make  ufe  of  money 
porters,  who  carry  money  to  any  diftance,  charging 
tlteir  carriage  at  per  league.  Thefe  men  may  be  de- 
pended on  j and  it  is  related,  that  one  of  them  hav- 
ing 
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when  Salabetzing)  SubaofDecan,  accompani- 
ed by  M.  Buffi,  came  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Sy- 
ringpatnam,  and  forced  the  king  of  Mayflbur 
to  pay  contributions. 

Ayder  being  informed  that  this  man  had 
acquired  the  whole  of  his  immenfe  fortune  in 
the  fervice  of  the  ftate,  was  difpleafed  that  he 
had  demanded  pledges  on  lending  money  to  the 
government.  He  ordered  the  jewels  to  be 

ing  carried  off  a confiderable  fum  belonging  to  a banker 
at  Madras,  the  reft  of  the  people  following  the  fame 
occupation  afiembled,  and  reimburfed  the  banker,  tho* 
under  no  obligation  to  do  It;  and  two  of  them  imme- 
diately repaired  to  Goa,  where  the  thief  had  taken  re- 
fuge, and,  cutting  off  his  head,  brought  it  to  Madras, 
where  it  was  carried  to  all  the  bankers  to  be  feen,  in 
order  that  the  punifhment  of  the  crime  might  enfure  a 
continuation  of  their  confidence.  Letters  of  exchange 
are  far  more  ancient  in  India  than  in  Europe  ; but  are 
not  drawn  to  order,  which  creates  a difficulty  in  cafe 
of  the  death  or  abfence  of  the  perfon  in  whofe  favour 
they  are  drawn.  This  difficulty  is  in  fome  meafuro 
obviated  by  naming  feveral  perfons  in  the  fame  bill  ; 
fo  that  the  letter  of  exchange  drawn  by  an  Indian 
banker  runs,  “ Pay  to  John,  or  in  his  abfence  to  Pe- 
ter, or  in  his  abfence  to  James,  See." 

Befides  dealing  in  money,  thefe  bankers  traffic  like- 
wife  in  precious  ftones,  coral,  pearls,  and  gold  and  fil- 
ver  plate.  Some  of  them  are  very  rich  ; and  there 
are  infurance  companies  of  great  credit  at  Surat,  at 
Madras,  and  at  Calcutta,  entirely  compofed  of  Guzerat 
bankers. 

takei^ 
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taken  out  of  his  hands,  and  his  due  paid  him  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  nominated  a commiffion 
to  infpecfc  his  accounts.  The  commiffioners 
having  found  him  guilty  of  fraud  and  extor- 
tion in  his  dealings  with  the  ftate,  condemned 
him  to  perpetual  imprifonment  and  confifcation 
of  all  his  property.  The  luxury  of  this  banker 
was  enormous.  It  is  faid  that  his  children  had 
cradles  of  gold  fufpended  from  the  ceiling  by 
chains  of  the  fame  metal.  Ayder  caufed  the 
judgment  to  be  put  in  execution,  but  gave  him 
a penfion  to  fubfift  on  ; and  placed  his  fons  in 
the  lervice,  where  they  have  been  preferred. 

Order  and  regularity  were  foon  eftablifhed 
in  the  finances,  and  Ayder  then  proceeded  to 
compel  a number  of  petty  tyrants,  known  by 
the  name  ofPalleagars  to  evacuate  their  for- 
trefles.  He  was  under  the  neceffity  of  ufmg 
force  with  fome  of  them,  but  the  greater  part 
treated  with  him  in  a friendly  manner.  He 
compelled  likewife  many  Rajas,  vafTals  and 
tributaries  to  the  kingdom  of  MayfTour,  to 

* The  Palleagars  are  people  who  inhabit  caftles  or 
fmall  fortreffes.  There  are  many  in  India,  but  there 
does  not  exift  one  in  all  the  dominions  of  Ayder.  This 
name  is  given  only  to  Gentoos,  and  is  not  properly 
applied  to  Mogcls, 
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acknowledge  their  dependence,  and  pay  the 
tribute  with  pundiuality  and  exadlnefs.  He 
likewife  obliged  many  neighbouring  kings, 
fuch  as  the  kings  of  Canara,  the  Marattas, 
and  the  Patane  Nabobs  of  Canour,  Carpet, 
and  Sanour,  to  reftore  the  lands  they  had 
ufurped  from  the  kingdom  of  Mayfibur.  But 
he  did  not  accomplifli  all  this  without  declar- 
ing war,  and  obtaining  many  vidfories  over 
them.  The  Patanes  were  dreaded  through  all 
Indoftan,  for  their  valour  and  their  perfidy. 
Ayder  acquired  great  reputation  by  the  fignal 
vibfory  he  gained  over  the  three  Nabobs, 
near  Sanour  -,  for  which  he  was  indebted  to 
the  bravery  and  fpirited  evolutions  of  the  French 
cavalry  under  M.  Hughel. 

This  vidfory  of  Sanour  induced  Bazalet- 
zing,  king  of  Adonis,  and  brother  of  Nizam 
Ali  Khan,  Suba  of  Decan,  to  fend  an  embafly 
to  him. 

Thofe  princes  were  at  war  with  the  Marat- 
tas, who  had  lately  received  a confiderable 
check  on  the  banks  of  the  Kifna,  in  a battle 
they  had  loft  againft  the  united  armies  of  the 
Grand  Vifir*  of  the  empire,  and  of  Abdalla, 

king 

* This  Grand.  Vifir  was  $ha  Abadin  Khan,  or 

other  wife 
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king  of  the  Patanes  f , in  which  hxty  thoufand 
Marat tas  were  left  on  the  fpot. 

Bazaletzing  had  laid  fiege  to  Scirra,  aftrong 
place  fituated  between  his  dominions  and  the 
kingdom  of  Mayffour,  and  gives  the  title  to  a 
Subafhip  ; of  which  the  whole  dillridl:  has  been 
either  feized  by  the  Marattas,  or  united  to  the 
Subafhip  of  Decan.  This  prince  imagined, 
that  taking  advantage  of  the  defeat  of  the  Ma- 
rattas,  he  fhould  eafily  get  pofTefTion  of  Scirra, 

and, 

otherwife  named  Suja  Dowla,  who  fvicceeded  his 
grandfather  Nizam  El  Moulouc,  and  his  father  Grou- 
zeddy  Khan. — He  is,  befides,  fovereign  of  an  extenfive 
territory  on  the  Ganges. 

f This  Abdallah  is  king  of  Candahar.  When  he 
had  joined  his  army  to  that  of  Suja  Dowla,  they  drove 
the  Marattas  from  Delhi  as  fat  as  Kifna,  where  the 
fugitives  eroded  the  river,  and  waited  to  defend  the 
paflage.  The  Patanes  and  the  Mogols  feveral  times 
attempted  to  crofs  the  river,  but  could  not  fucceed, 
many  Patanes  being  taken  prifoners  in  the  attempt. 
Raguba,  general  of  the  Marattas,  caufed  them  to  be 
brought  before  him,  and  propofed  to  them  to  join  the 
Marattas.  They  replied,  that  Mahometans  were  not 
made  to  ferve,  but  to  command  other  men.  Raguba 
demanded,  if  they  were  ftronger  or  more  courageous 
than  other  men  ? To  which  they  replied.  Give  us 
arms,  and  you  (hall  fee.  As  they  were  very  few  in 
number,  Raguba  caufed  arms  to  be  given  them  ; and 
they  inftantly  fell  upon  the  Marattas,  who  were  obli- 
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and,  by  that  means,  become  of  equal  rank 
with  his  brother,  by  acquiring  the  title  of 
Suba.  But,  his  army  not  being  equal  to  the 
undertaking,  he  experienced  a refiftance  that 
would  have  reduced  him  to  the  lhameful  ne- 
ceffity  of  raifing  the  fiege,  if  he  had  not  been 
advifed  to  form  an  alliance  with  Ayder  ; who 
was  enchanted  to  find  himfelf  fought  after  by 
a prinCe  of  fo  elevated  a rank.  He  did  not, 
however,  confent  to  join  his  army  till  he  had 
previoufly  made  an  advantageous  treaty.  In 

ged  to  put  tKem  all  to  the  Tword.  Abdalla  and  Suja-^ 
Dowla,  finding  too  much  difficulty  in  forcing  a paf- 
lage  over  the  Kifna,  made  ufe  of  firatagem.  They 
pretended  to  quarrel,  and  Abdalla  departed,  as  if  in- 
tending to  return  to  his  own  dominions.  Raguba,  be- 
ing advifed  of  this,  pafled  the  JCifna  to  attack  Suja. 
Dowla,  who  pretended  to  avoid  him  ; but,  fending  in- 
telligence to  Abdalla,  the  two  allies  joined,  and  faced 
their  enemy.  The  Marattas  were  attacked,  and  gave 
way  Î and,  being  vigoroufly  followed,  they  loft  fixty 
thoufand  men,  for  want  of  time  to  repafs  the  Kifna, 
Raguba  was  general  only  for  the  minority  of  Madu- 
rao,  his  nephew,  whom  he  caufed  to  be  afl'affinated. 
The  Marattas  did  not  fufter  him  to  retain  the  regency 
during  the  minority  of  the  fon  of  Madurao,  but  ex- 
pelled him.  He  took  refuge  among  the  Englifh  at 
Bombay,  who  efpoufed  his  caufe.  This  is  precifely 
the  event  that  occafioned  the  war  between  the  Marattas 
and  that  European  nation. 

this 
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this  treaty  it  was  agreed,  that  Ayder  fhould 
appear  before  Scirra  with  his  army,  and  a nu- 
merous artillery  ; that  Bazaletzing  and  him- 
felf  fhould  carry  on  the  fiege  conjointly,  till 
the  place  was  taken  ; that  as  foon  as  it  fhould 
furrender,  each  army  fhould  take  pofîèfîion  on 
its  refpeifive  fide  of  attack  ; that  all  the  artil- 
lery, ammunition,  and  in  general  every  thing 
that  could  be  carried  away,  fhould  be  the*fhare 
of  Bazaletzing,  who  fhould  either  take  it  in 
kind,  or  receive  the  value  from  Ayder  ; and, 
that  this  laft  fhould  take  pofTeffion*  of  the 
place. 

Ayder  being  arrived  before  the  place  with  a 
well-difciplined  army,  and  a grand  train  of  ar- 
tillery ferved  by  Europeans,  made  his, attack 
in  a manner  very  different  from  that  made  ufe 
of  by  Bazaletzing.  By  fuccefsful  undermi- 
ning, he  blew  up  two  baftions  and  the  curtain, 
which  forced  the  befieged  to  furrender  at  dif- 
cretion,  and,  increafed  the  terror  his  arms  had 
fpread  over  the  extenfive  empire  of  India. 

, In  the  execution  of  the  treaty  between  thefe 
two  princes,  Bazaletzing,  who  was  always- 
afterwards  called  the  Merchant  by  Ayder,  pre- 
ierred  the  receiving  money  for  his  fhare  of 
the  capture  3 and  befides,  engaged 'to  foliclt  his 
3 brothers, 
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brothers,  the  Grand  Vifir,  and  the  Suba  of 
Decan,  to  caufe  Ayder  to  be  acknowledged 
Suba  of  Scirra,  which  immediately  took  ef- 
fecff,  the  Grand  Vifir  * fending  him  an  em- 
baffy  with  the  Paravana  which  declared  him 
Suba  of  Scirra,  with  all  the  honours  an- 
nexed to  the  title,  as  the  round  palanquin  f, 
the  fifties  head,  &c.  It  was  thus  that  Ayder, 
born  a private  perfon,  found  himfelf  raifed  to 
the  rank  of  the  greateft;  princes  of  India  f;  ; 
and,  from  a fubjeâ  of  the  king  of  Mayftbur, 
he  became  his  fuperior  j the  kingdom  of  Mayf- 
four,  which  is  held  of  the  Mogol  emperor, 

» The  Mogol  empire  was  then  in  a Rate  of  anarchy, 
the  emperor  being  no  more  than  an  ineffectual  name. 
Allumfloa,  one  of  the  princes  of  the  Mogol  blood,  had 
retired  to  Ilha  Hadabad,  where  he  afhimed  the  title  of 
Great  Mogol  j but  Suja  Dowla  acknowledged  another 
young  prince,  then  an  infant.  His  uncles  Nizam  Dow- 
ia,  Suba  of  Decan,  Bazaletzing,  king  of  Adonis,  and 
Ayder  by  complaifance  for  Siijah  Dowla,  acknow- 
ledged the  fame  prince,  but  merely  by  name,  without 
rendering  any  obedience  or  fubmiffion  to  either  him  or 
his  vifir,  who  was  prefumed  to  have  the  regency, 

•f  Thefe  honours  are  marks  of  the  dignity  of  Suba, 
and  will  be  explained  in  a future  page. 

X The  Subas  are  at  prefent  the  greateft  princes  in 
India,  and  regard  themi'elves  as  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  emperor.  They  arc  above  the  tributary  kings  of 
the  empire. 
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having  been  comprized  in  his  Subafhip.  At 
the  time  of  his  receiving  the  title  and  honours 
of  Suba  of  Scirra,  he  engaged  to  make  war 
on  the  Marattas  ; who  had  then  feen  the  end 
of  their  empire,  if  the  princes,  fons  of  Nizam 
El  Moulouc,  had  polTefled  as  much  courage 
and  intelligence  as  Ayder  ; and  if,  more  efpe- 
cially,  the  king  of  the  Patanes  had  net  aban- 
doned his  allies,  and  returned  into  his  own 
country,  fatisfied  with  the  immenfe  plunder  he 
had  obtained. 

Ayder,  continuing  the  war  with  fuccefs 
againft  the  Marattas,  took  Markfira  and  Alag- 
gheri,..  ftrong  places  in  the  diftriefî:  of  Scirra, 
as  well  as  the  kingdom  of  Bifnagar  or  BalE- 
patnam.  But  the  Marattas  having  coIle(fi:ed 
their  forces  againft  him,  he,  by  the  prjillani- 
mity  of  his  allies,  had  nearly  loft  his  life, 
having  received  a ftroke  on  the  head  with  a 
fabre,  in  a battle  in  which  neither  fide  gained 
the  vidlory.  A few  days  afterwards  he  con- 
cluded a truce  for  three  years  ; and  preferv^ed 
his  conquefts  by  paying  a fum  of  money  to  the 
general  of  that  nation. 

This  war  w^as  fcarcely  finiflied,  when  a 
new  opportunity  prefented  itfel^  for  extending 
the  power  and  reputation  of  Ayder,  The  fon 
VoL.  I.  G of 
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■OÏ  the  queen  of  Canara  had  efcaped  from 
Rana  Biddeluru,  capital  of  that  kingdom,  and 
came  to  the  Suba  at  Bifnagar,  to  implore  his 
affiftance,  that  his  mother  might  be  cem- 
pelled  to  put  him  in  pofTeflion  of  the  kingdom 
of  his  anceftors  ; the  regency  of  which  file  had 
held  fmce  the  death  of  her  hufband,  the  late 
king,  and  father  of  the  young  prince,  and  flill 
retained  it,  though  her  fon  had  arrived  at  the 
age  prefcribed  by  law  for  him  to  take  charge 
of  the  government  himfelf. 

As  the  kingdom  of  Canara  was  comprized 
in  the  fubafhip  of  Scirra,  the  prince  could 
carry  his  complaint  with  propriety  to  no  other 
tribunal  than  that  of  Ayder.  The  young  prince 
was  therefore  favourably  received,  and  his 
mother  was  cited,  by  an  ambafTador  of  Ayder, 
to  appear  before  the  Suba  at  a time  fixed. 

l'ibis  woman,  who  ^pofîèfTed  a degree  of 
courage  unufual  in  her  fex,  and  who,  from  the 
anarchy  that  had  long  reigned  in  the  MogoPs 
empire,  was  habituated  to  defpife  the  orders 
of  the  emperor  and  his  officers,  replied  to  the 
ambalTador  of  Ayder,  that  fhe  was  queen,  and 
knew  no  fuperior.  On  this  anfwer,  which 
Ayder  expedfed,  war  was  determined  on  againft 
the  queen  ; but  the  nature  of  the  country  pro- 

mifed 
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'inifed  to  throw  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
the  expeditionc 

Rana  Biddekiru,  capital  of  the  kingdom  of 
Canara,  is  one  of  the  largeft  and  beft  peopled 
cities  of  India.  It  contains  at  leaft  fifty  thou- 
fand  fouls  ; among  whom  are  about  thirty 
thoufand  Chriftians,  who  have  great  privileges» 
This  confiderable  population  is,  however,  by 
mo  means  proportionate  to  the  extent  of  the  city, 
whofe  circuit  exceeds  three  leagues.  It  will 
not  be  found  that  this  is  an  exaggeration,  when 
it  is  confidered,  that  there  are  fireets  in  it, 
nearly  in  a right  line,  of  two  leagues  in  length. 
Befides,  the  greateft  part  of  the  ground  on 
which  the  town  ‘Hands  is  inhabited  by  great 
men  and  nobility,  whofe  houfes  are  each  in 
the  midft  of  a large  garden,  enclofing  vaft 
bafons  or  refervoirs  of  water,  as  well  for  the 
■purpofes  of  pleafure  as  utility.  A prodigious 
number  of  trees,  planted  in  thefe  gardens, 
Ihade  all  the  ftreets  ; which  are  watered  on  each 
fide  by  a rivulet  of  clear  and  limpid  water,, 
and  have  no  other  pavement  than  a fine 
_gravel. 

This  beautiful  city  is  fituated  near  a fmall 
mountain,  at  whofe  fummit  is  a confiderable 
fortrefs,  fincc  much  more  Hrongly  fortified 
G 2 bj 
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by  Ayder.  The  mountain  is  in  a plain  about 
five  or  fix  leagues  in  diameter,  environed  by 
mountains  and  forefts  that  extend  for  more 
than  twenty  leagues  every  way,  and  are  not 
to  be  paiTed  but  by  narrow  pafTages,  defended 
by  forts  at  a fmall  diflance  from  each  other. 
Thefe  circumftances  render  the  accefs  to  the 
city  extremely  difficult  for  an  army,  that  may 
be  checked  at  every  ftep  by  an  inconfiderable 
force,  and  cannot  encamp  but  in  the  length  of  a 
ilony  paffiage,  where  it  is  liable  to  be  attacked 
by  the  people  of  the  country,  who  know  all 
the  fecret  pafTages,  and  can  continually  lay  in 
ambufh  to  annoy  their  enemy.  The  woods 
cannot  be  cut  down,  much  lefs  burned*,  with- 
out infinite  labour  ; and  they  are  filed  with 
tygers,  bears,  elephants,  and  every  fpecies  of 
venomous  reptiles. 

A mafs  of  fuch  almoft  infuperable  obftacles 
as  prefented  themfelves  to  Ayder,  ought  to 
have  deterred  him  from  his  enterprize,  if  he 
had  not  been  accompanied  by  the  young 
.prince,  who  was  beloved  by  the  people  and 
the  men  in  power  ; while  the  queen  his  mother 

* In  thefe  forefts  are  a prodigious  number  of  bam- 
boos, a tree  that  cannot  be  burned  without  fuft  cut- 
ting it  down  and  drying  it. 
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was  detefted  by  them,  as  well  for  her  haugh- 
tinefs  and  pride,  as  for  having  contradlcd  a 
fécond  marriage  with  a Bramin,  contrary  to 
the  law  of  the  place,  which  prohibits  the 
widows  of  their  kings  from  marrying  a fécond 
time. 

Ayder,  determined  to  make  the  attempt,  left 
Bifnagar,  carrying  with  him  the  prince  of 
Canara,  at  the  head  of  6,000  men  of  his  beil: 
cavalry,  and  fome  Caleros,  men  habituated  to 
traverfe  the  mountains  and  forefts.  He  was 
followed  by  a number  of  oxen  * loaded  witli 
rice  ; and  with  no  other  baggage,  he  advanced, 
by  forced  marches,  towards  the  capital  of 
Canara.  His  movement  was  fo  rapid,  that  he 
palled  on  without  finding  any  obftacle,  and 

• Oxen  are  of  the  greateft  utility  in  "India,  both 
for  draught  and  carriage.  This  I'pecies,  which  is 
but  little  varied  in  Europe,  is  very  much  fo  in  In- 
dia, much  more  than  any  other  Ipecies  of  animals. 
There  are  fome  extremely  tall,  fome  middle  fized,  and 
fome  fmall.  They  work  at  the  plough,  draw  all  forts 
©f  carriages,  and  go  very  fall.  Some  have  their  horns 
lirait,  others  curved,  and  others  have  none  at  all.  The 
greater  number  have  a bunch  on  the  back  } and  gene- 
rally it  is  an  animal  of  the  greateft  utility,  which  is 
ftiii  more  enhanced  by  the  confideration,  that  after  do- 
ing much  fervice,  its  flefh  is  eatable,  and  Its  fkin  tanned 
for  leather. 
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arrived  on  the  plain  of  Biddeluru  before  the 
queen  had  received  any  news  of  his*  march.- 
His  cavalry,  accuftomed  to  every  kind  of.^ 
ground,  terrified  the  Canarins,  who  had  ne- 
ver beheld  a legion  of  that  kind.  The  good 
difcipline  obferved  by  his  troops,. and  the  fight 
of  the  legitimate  princej.caufed  Ayder  to  be  re-' 
ceived  every  where  as  a tutelar  divinity. 

On  his  appearance  in  the  plain,,  his  cavalry, 
eafily  difperfed  a part  of  the  queen’s  army,  that 
attempted  to  oppofe  his  pafiage  ; and  that  pria- 
cefs,  who  had  fcarcely  time  to-  make  her 
efcape,  was  purfued,.  taken,  and  conducted  in- 
to the  prefence  of  the  conqueror. 

Ayder  uthd  his  viétory  with  the  greateft 
moderation.  He  received  the  queen  in  the 
mofi:  gracious  manner,  . and  reconciled  her  with 
her  fon  ; who  granted  her  a confiderable  pen- 
ficn,  allowing  her  to  live  with  her  hufband. 
'I'o  fatisfy  the  people,  w^ho  ardently  defired- 
it,  the  young  prince  was  proclaimed  king  : he 
made  homage  to  the  empire  for  his  kingdom,, 
and  figned  the  treaty,  as  well  as  his  mother, 
and  the  principal  great  men  of  the  country. 

While  thefe  tranfacElIons  v/ere  performing 
in  the  kingdom  of  Canara,  the  army  of  Ayder 
advanced  into  the  country,  and  his  infantry 

took 
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tsook  poiîèiîion,.  without  refinance,  of  all  the 
polls  that  were  necelTary  to  fecure  his  return, 
and  the  fuccefs  of  any  thing  he  might  think 
proper  to  undertake. 

Before  he  engaged  in  the  war  that  was 
to  place  the  prince  of  Canara  on  the  throne  of 
his  anceftors,  Ayder  made  a treaty  with  him, 
by  which  the  prince  yielded  to  the  Suba  the 
port  of  Mangalor,  with  a tract  of  country,  to 
form  a communication  from  thence  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  kingdom  of  MaylTour.-  In  execution 
of  this  treaty,  Ayder,.  after  caufing  the  new  king 
to  be  crowned,  marched  with  a party  of  his 
troops  to  take  pofTeffion  of  Mangalor,  leaving 
a part  of  his  army  encamped  at  the  gates  of 
Rana  Biddeluru. 

The  queen  of  Canara,.  enraged  to  find  her- 
felf  deprived  of  the  fovereignty,  had  pretend- 
ed to  be  reconciled  with  herfonj.and  to  ac-^., 
knowledge  him  as  king,  with  no  other  inten- 
tion than  to  wait  for  an  opportunity  of  de- 
flroying  Ayder.-  With  this  hope,- and  com- 
pletely to  gratify  her  vengeance,  fhe  refolved  on 
the  death  of  this  generous  Suba.  She  therefore 
endeavoured  to  gain  the  confidence  of  her  Ton,, 
whofe  feeble  and  pufillanimous  fpirit  fhe  well 
knew.  She  reproached  him,  with  a difiembled 
G 4 tendernefs, 
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tcndernefs,  that,  to  haften  the  beginning  of  his 
reign,  he  had  inconfiderately  delivered  up  his 
kingdom  to  barbarians,  the  enemies  of  his  re- 
ligion, who  would  leave  him  only  the  empty 
name  of  king,  after  depriving  him  of  the  moft 
valuable  part  of  his  dominions,  and  moll  pro- 
bably would  hnilh  by  entirely  robbing  him  of 
the  whole.  At  length,  by  forcç  of  infmuations, 
and  under  the  appearance  of  a highly  diiintc- 
refted  perfon,  who  had  refigned  a kingdom  to 
him,  (he  fucceeded  in  her  endeavours  to  make 
him  regret  the  treaty  with  Ayder  ; and,  con- 
tinuing to  aâ:  on  his  fears  of  the  future  inten- 
tions of  the  Suba,  (he  acquired  fuch  an  empire 
over  his  mind,  that  he  was  brought  to  confent 
to  the  affaffination  of  Ayder,  which  fhe  had 
projedled  in  a manner  that,  in  its  own  nature, 
was  almoft  certain  of  fuccefs. 

During  his  ftay  at  Rana  Biddcluru,  Ayder'had 
dwelt  in  the  palace  of  the  kings  of  Canara, 
and  was  of  courfe  to  refide  there  on  his  re- 
turn. From  this  palace  to  a famous  pagoda, 
there  was  a fubterraneous  communication, 
known  to  very  few  except  the  queen.  The 
queen  had  refolved  to  undermine  the  palace, 
and  to  blow  up  Ayder  the  night  of  his  return, 
when  he  fhould  be  at  table  with  his  principal 

officers. 
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ôfficers  hoping,  that  at  the  inftant  of  the 
cataflrophe,  the  people  and  foldiers  of  Canara, 
animated  by  her  fori,  might  eafily  put  the 
troops  of  Ayder  to  the  ‘fword  *in  their  firft 
confuPion  and  diforder. 

T'his  projecfl:  might  have  been  eafily  put 'in 
praéfice  by  means  of  her  hufband,  the  fuperior 
of  the  Bramins  who  belonged  to  the  pagoda. 
The  day  of  Ayder’s  return  was  come,  and  the 
moment  approached  in  which  this  Suba  and  his 
retinue  were  to  perifli  by  treachery  ; when  the 
plot  firft  came  to  the  knowledge  of  a Bramin, 
chief  of  a pagoda  fome  leagues  diftant  from 
the  city.  Whether  he  was  actuated,  as  the 
Bramins  affirm,  by  a deteftation  and  horror  for 
the  crime  ; or  whether  his  hatred  for  the  queen 
and  her  hufband,  who  were  united  contrary 
to  their  law,  was  his  leading  motive  ; he  con- 
veyed hi  mfelf  in  fecret  to  Rana  Biddeluru,  and, 
prefenting  himfelf  before  Ayder,  as  if  to  com- 
pliment him  on  his  happy  return,  he  advifed 
him  openly,  in  the  prefence  of  the  king  and 
queen,  of  the  confpiracy,  and  the  danger  he  was 
in.  This  aftonifhing  recital  made  the  whole 

* Ayder,  like  all  the  other  Indians,  makes  two  meals 
a day,  the  firft  at  eight  in  the  morning,  the  fécond  at 
midnight. 
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aiTembly  tremble,  but  made  no  impreflion  upon 
Ayderj  who,  looking  round,  difcovered  the  guil- 
ty perfons  without  difficulty.  He  ordered  them 
to  be  feized.  The  witnelîèswere  heard,. and,  the 
truth  being  elbablifhed  on  the  fpot,  the  queen, 
her  hulband,  and  all  their  accomplices,  were 
put  to  death,,  except  the  king  of  Canara,.  who 
was  carried  prifoner  to  Maggheri,  near  Scirra,, 
and  his  kingdom  was  confifcated. 

The  difcovery  of  this  confpiracy  was  worth, 
ar  fine  kingdom  to  Ayder,  rich  in  all  forts  of 
produdfions,,  and  having  a valuable  extent  of 
fea-coaft,  with  a good  number  of  fea-ports.. 
7'he  immenfe  quantities  of  rice,  pepper,,  cin- 
namon, cardamoms,  coral,  fandal  wood,  and 
ivory,  that  abound  in  this  kingdom,  have 
caufed  it  to  be  called  the  granary,  and  ware- 
houfe  of  all  India.  In  the  mountains  there  are 
mines  of  gold,  diamonds,  rubies,,  and  other 
precious  Hones  ; and  even  in  the  very  fortrefs 
of  Rana  Biddeluru,,  there  is  a rich  gold  minc*.- 
When  Ayder  took  pofleffion  of  the  place,  he 
found  an  immenfe  treafure  in  gold,  coined  and 
in  ingots,  in  trinkets  and  precious  Hones,  that 
was  indeed  Hupendous,  if  credit  may.  be  given, 
to  the  accounts  of  the  French,  who  accompa- 
panied  him  in  that  expedition.  They  fay  that 

the 
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die  prince  caufed  pearls  and  precious  ftones  to 
be  meafured  in  their  fight  with  a corn  mea- 
fure  ; and  that,,  having  made  two  heaps  of  gold 
and  trinkets,  , they  furpalTed  the  height  of  a man 
on  horfebaek.  On  riiis  happy  occafion  Ayder 
gratified  all  his  troops  with  half  a year’s  pay,, 
not  excepting  thofe  that  were  in  garrifon  im 
different  parts  of  his  dominions.  He  changed^ 
the  name  of  Rana  Biddeluru  into  that  of  Ay- 
der Nagar,  or  Royal  City  of  Ayder,,  and  the 
tiame  of  Mangalor  into  that  of  Corial  or  Port: 
Royal.  He  affumed  at  the  fame  time  the  title 
of  King  of  Canara  and  of  the  Corgues,  a fmall 
kingdom  fituated  at  the  fouthem  extremity  of 
Canara,  and  feparated  from  that  kingdom,  as 
well  as  from  the  Malabar  difiridf,  and  the  king- 
dom of  Mayflbur,  by  mountains  that  entirely 
enclofe  it.  It  has  long  been  in  fubje(fl:ion  to- 
the  kings  of  Canara. 

Ayder,  after  taking  pofleffion  of  the  capital,, 
vifited  the  feveral  parts  of  his  new  dominions,, 
and  was  every  v/here  acknov/ledged  fovereign. 
with  fcarce  any  oppofition.  But  being  defirous< 
of  re-uniting  certain  cantons  of  this  kingdom,, 
in  pofiefiion  of  the  Portuguefe,  he  did  not  find 
the  viceroy  of  Goa  difpofed  to  make  this  ref- 
titution  p and,,  as  he  was  far  fuperior  in  force  ta 
i the 
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the  Portuguefe,  he  did  not  hefitate  to  attack 
them.  With  little  difficulty  he  got  pofleffion 
of  the  country  of  Carvar  and  its  fortrefs  of 
Opir  *5  fituated  in  the  country  of  Sunda,  for- 
merly difmembered  from  the  kingdom  of  Ca- 
nara.  As  he  was  preparing  to  lay  fiege  to  the 
fort  of  Rama,  a fortrefs  on  the  point  of  a cape 
of  the  fame  name,  and  the  only  barrier  that 
could  flop  his  progrefs  to  Goa,  the  French, 
who  were  under  his  command,,  refufed  to  give 
Him  the  lead  affiftance,  preferring  rather  to  re- 
tire into  the  fort  of  Rama  than  to  combat  with 
the  Portuguefe  : M.  Hughel,  fiding  with  the 
French,  abandoned  him  likewife. 

Ayder,  knowing  it  to  be  impoffible  to  take 
this  fort  with  His  own  troops,  did  not  hefitate 
in  making  peace  with  the  Portuguefe,  who 
yielded  him  the  country  of  Carvar.  This  in- 
conftancy  of  the  French,  and  other  fimilar 
events,  gave  Ayder  to  underftand  that  he  Ihould 

* This  fortrefs  is  much  renowned  for  its  ftrength. 
Ayder  has  augmented  the  fortifications.  The  Portu- 
guefe and  the  Marattas  hate  befieged  it  without  fiic- 
cefs.  It  defends  the  country  of  Carvar  on  the  Por- 
tuguefe fide,  and  the  entrance  of  the  river  Sangheri, 
that  gives  its  name  to  a city  at  three  leagues  diltance 
from  its  mouth,  which  is  the  capital  of  Carvar,  and  re- 
fidence  of  a Catholic  bifiiop, 

pot 
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not  well  fupport  a war  with  any  European 
power,  and  that  he  could  not  depend  upon  the 
Europeans  in  his  fervice,  excepting  when  they 
themfelves  were  at  war  with  his  enemies. 

When  Ayder  came  a fécond  time  to  Man- 
galor,  at  his  return  from  the  war  with  the  Por- 
tugiiefe,  he  received  a folemn  deputation  frorp  a 
nation  originally  from  Arabia,  but  now  dif- 
"perfed  over  the  whole  coafl  of  Malabar,  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Mapelets.  At  the  head 
of  this  deputation  was  Ali,  Raja  or  prince  of 
Cananor.  This  Ali,  fon  of  one  of  the  moft 
rich  and  powerful  Mapelets,  had  the  good  for- 
tune in  his  youth  to  be  beloved  by  the  daughter 
of  the  Raja  of  Cananor,  a Nayre  ^ prince. 

The 

♦ The  Nayres  are  the  nobility  of  the  Malabar  coalV. 
We  may  affirm  that  they  are  the  cldeft  nobility  in  the 
■world  j for  the  ancient  writers  mention  them,  and 
quote  the  law  that  permits  the  Nayre  ladies  to  have 
many  hufbands;  every  one  being  allowed  four.  Their 
houfes,  which  ftand  fingle,  have  as  many  doors  as  the 
lady  has  hufbands.  When  one  of  them  vifits  her,  he 
walks  round  the  houfe,  ftriklng  with  his  fabrc  on  his 
buckler:  he  then  opens  his  door,  and  leaves  a do- 
ineftic  with  his  arms  in  a kind  of  porch,  and  who  ferves 
to  inform  others  that  the  lady  is  engaged.  It  is  faid, 
that  one  day  in  the  week  the  four  doors  are  all  open- 
ed, and  all  her  hufbands  vifit  her,  and  dine  together  vyith 
her.  Each  hufband  gives  a Aim  of  mouey,  or  portion. 
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The  father,  in  fpite  of  the  diverfity  of  religion, 
and  the  prejudice  of  his  nation,  which  forbids 
all  alliance  with  a different  call:,  and  much 
more  with  ftrangers  of  another  religion,  con^ 
Tented  to  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  with  Ali, 
and  dying,  «left  him  his  principality,  or  the 
finall  kingdom  of  Cananor. 

The  Mapelets  feem  to  be  Arabs  of  Marcate 
and  Sabar,  who  have  fettled  in  India  for  the 
fake  of  commerce.  This  nation,  forming  no 
alliance  with  ftratigers,  has  preferved  its  peculiar 
manners,  and  a particular  phyfiognomy,  much 
refembling  that  of  the  Arabs  of  Marcate,  who 
have  generally  the  face  long,  the  chin  fquare 
and  turned  up,  and  the  beard  thin.  They  are 
lean,  and  of  a fhort  figure,  not  in  the  leafi:  re- 
fembling  the  other  Arabs,  w’ho  are  large  and 
handfome  men,  with  black  thick  beards. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  coafi:  of  Malabar 

at  the  time  of  marriage,  and  the  wife  only  has  the 
charge  of  the  children.  The  Nayres,  even  the  Samo- 
rin,  and  the  other  princes,  have  no  other  heirs  than  the 
children  of  their  filters.  This  law  w’as  eltablilhed,  that 
the  Nayres,  having  no  family,  might  be  always  ready  to 
march  againft  the  enemy.  When  the  nephews  are  of 
age  to  bear  arms,  they  follow  their  uncles.  The  name 
of  father  is  unknown  to  a Nayre  child.  He  fpeaks  of  the 
hufbands  of  his  mother,  and  of  his  uncles,  but  never  of 
his  father. 

having 
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‘having  üifFered  the  Mapeîets  to  take  pofleffiofi 
of  all  the  commerce  of  their  country,  as  well  by 
Tea  as  bydand,  this  nation  has  become  rich  and 
numerous,,  and  that  with  {fill  lefs  difEculty, 
by  reafon  that  the  princes  and  nobles  of  the 
country,  having  frequent  occafion  for  money, 
have  often  had  recourfe  to  the  Mapelets,  who 
lent  them  lar^e  fums  of  money  at  exorbitant 
interefi:  j fometimes  upon  pawns,  and  fome- 
times  in  advance  upon  the  harvefts  of  pepper, 
cardamoms,  and  rice.  The fe  repeated  ^ ufu- 
ries  have  increafed  the  riches  of  the  Mapelets, 
and  impoverifhed  the  princes  or  Nabobs  of 
the  Malabar  coaft,  known  by  the  name  of 
Nayres.  The  Mapelets  grew  proud  in  con- 
îfequence  of  their  wealth,  and  attradled  the 
envy  and  jealoufy  of  the  Nayres.  Thefe  lalf, 
efpecially  the  more  powerful  of  them,  werè 
not  very  exadl:  in  fulfilling  their  engagements 

* Though  the  religion  of  Mahomet  forbids  ufury,  the 
Mapelets  make  no  fcrupleinthat  refpeil,  notwhhftand- 
ing  they  are  great  enthufiafts.  The  ftiocking  effeils  of 
their  fanaticifra  have  been  often  feen  at  Mahé.  In  an 
excels  of  zeal  for  their  religion,  the  Mapelets  intoxi- 
cate themfelves  with  opium,  and  devote  themlelves  to 
death  for  the  fake  of  killing  Chriftians  and  other  ene- 
mies of  their  religion.  They  furioufly  attack  and  kill 
all  they  meet,  and  do  not  ceafe  till  they  are  themfelves 
put  to  death. 
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with  the  Mapelets  ; who,  on  their  part,  were 
ftill  more  arrogant,  when  they  faw  Ali,  a 
prince  of  their  nation,  elevated  to  the  rank  of 
prince  of  the  country. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  Ayder  became  maf- 
ter  of  the  kingdom  of  Canara  ; and,  confe- 
quently,  a neighbour  of  the  Malabar  ooaft,  of 
which  the  principality  of  Cananor  is  the  fron*- 
tier  on  the  Canara  fide.  Ali  Raja,  , and  the 
Mapelets,  concluded  that  they  fhould  infure 
the  polTeffion  of  their  ftates  by  putting  them- 
felves  under  the  protedfion  of  Ayder,  who  was 
of  the  fame  religion,  and  whofe  power  and  re- 
putation was  capable  either  to  protedl  or  fub- 
jugate  them. 

7'he  deputation  of  the  Mapelets  was  ho- 
nourably received  by  Ayder.  He  loaded  their 
deputies  with  magnificent  prefents,  and  aflured 
them  of  his  protedlion  and  good-will.  The 
Mapelets  are  navigators.  Ali  Raja  had  many 
vefi'cls  then  well-equipped  and  ready  to  fet 
fail,  Ayder,  who  had  refolved  to  have  a fleet, 
in  order  to  defend  his  coalfs  from  the  incur- 
fions  of  the  Marattas  and  other  pirates,  created' 
Ali  Raja  his  high  admiral,  and  made  his  bro- 
ther, Sheic  Ali,  intendant  of  the  marine,  of  the  , 
ports,  and  of  the  maritime  commerce  of  his 

dominions* 
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dominlons-.-^He  intrufted  him  likewife  with 
confiderable  fums  for  the  purpofes  of  purchaf- 
ing  or  of  building  velTels. 

Ayder  with  jultice  regarded  his  kingdom  of 
Canara  as  the  moft  precious  gift  Providence 
had  beftowed  on  him,  and  the  beft  inheritance 
he  could  leave  to  his  children.  He  defigned 
Ayder  Nagar  to  be  the  capital  of  all  his  do-^ 
minions.  He  caufed  all  his  family  to  repair 
thither,  except  his  firft  wife,  the  filler  ^of 
Medium,  and  mother  of  Tippou  Saeb,  his 
eldeft  fon,  who  defired  to  refide  at  Bengue- 
lour.  The  intentions  of  Ayder  were,  to  efla- 
blifti  in  this  kingdom  a government  calailated 
to  make  himfelf  beloved  by  his  people  ; and  he 
fucceeded  beyond  his  hopes.— -The  govern- 
ment of  his  other  fiâtes  was^fhared  among  his 
relations. 

He  left  the  government  of  Bcnguelour  and 
its  dependencies  to  Ibrahim  Ali  Khan,  his  un- 
cle, who  had  fo  long  enjoyed  it.  To  Moc- 
tum  Ali  Khan  * he  gave  the  government  of 
the  kingdom  of  Mayflbur  ; to  Mirza,  that 

* In  the  patents  given  to  his  relations  on  this  occa- 
fion,  he  prolonged  their  names.  Thus,  Moélum  Saeb, 
or  Mr.  Medium,  was  called  Moélum  Ali  Khan,  or 
Lord  Mo£lum  AH, 
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of  Scirra,  and  all  its  diftriél  ; and  to  a foh 
of  his  uncle,  named  Amin  Saeb,  tlie  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom  of  Bifnagar. 

Ali  Raja  having  formed  a fmall  fleet,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  fair  feafon  made  the 
conqueft  of  the  Maidive  iflands,  under  the 
pretence  of  fome  injuftice  done  to  his  nation  ; 
and  after  taking  their  king  prifoner,  he  had 
the  cruelty  to  put  his  eyes  out.  This  con- 
queft was  made  in  the  name,  and  on  the  ac- 
count of  Ayder,  whofe  colours  were  borne  by 
the  fleet.  Ali  Raja  had  embarked  on  board  a 
number  of  Seapoys,  or  difciplined  foldiers  ; fo 
that  Ayder’s  colours  had  no  fooner  appeared 
at  fea,  but  they  enforced  refpedl:. 

Ali  Raja  having  brought  back  his  vidorious 
fleet  to  Mangalor,  came  to  Nagar  to  do  ho- 
mage to  Ayder,  and  prefented  to  him  the  un- 
fortunate king  of  the  Maldives.  Ayder,  whofe 
charadter  is  far  from  cruel,  was  fo  irritated  at 
the  barbarity  of  Ali  Raja,  that  he  inftantly  de- 
prived him  of  the  command  of  the  fleet  ; which 
he  afterwards  gave  to  an  Englifliman  named 
Stanet.  Shocked  at  the  inhumanity  of  Ali 
Raja,  he  entreated  the  king  of  the  Maldives  to 
forgive  the  outrage  his  admiral  had  been  guilty 
of  j and  after  exprefling  how  much  he  was  af- 
flicted 
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flidled  at  the  event,  and  ufing  every  argument 
in  his  power  to  confole  him,  he  gave  him  one 
of  his  palaces  for  a retreat,  with  a revenue  fuf- 
ficient  to  procure  all  the  pleafures  his  fituation 
permitted  him  to  enjoy. 

The  courtiers  and  poets  of  this  conqueror’s 
court,  little  acquainted  with  geography,  having 
learned  that  their  mafter  was  become  king  of 
twelve  thoufand  iflands,  added  to  his  titles  that 
of  King  of  the  Iflands  of  the  Sea. 

The  conquefl:  of  the  kingdom  of  Canara,  that 
hadwithftood  the  efforts  of  Aurengzeb;  and  that 
of  the  Maidive  iflands,  unknown  to  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Mogols,  added  fo  much  to  the  re- 
putation of  Ayder,  that  almoft  all  the  princes  of 
Indoftan  difpatched  ambaffadors  to  congratu- 
late him  on  his  numerous  conquefls.  The 
poets  likewife,  did  not  fail,  in  their  poems,  to 
fet  him  above  Alexander  and  Timur. 

It  was  now  more  than  a year  that  Ayder  had 

* There  are  a great  number  of  poets  in  Indoftan,  ef- 
pecially  in  the  courts,  tho’  Ayder  does  not  value  him- 
felf  for  the  proteftion  of  poets  and  men  of  letters.  There 
is  a poet  at  court  by  appointment,  who  enjoys  about 
^.125  per  month,  or  a thoufand  rupees,  and  the  rank 
of  chief  or  general  of  a thoufand  men  ; he  compofes  a 
poem  on  every  event  that  adds  to  the  reputation  or  glory 
of  the  prince. 
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not  quitted  the  neighbourhood  ofNagar,  and 
that,  occupied  with  the  cares  of  government,, 
and  his  pleafures,  he  appeared  to  be  delighted 
with  a ftate  of  repofe  till  then  unknown  to 
him.  At  this  jundture  it  was  that  the  protec- 
tion he  had  granted  to  the  Mapelets  recalled 
him  to  the  head  of  his  troops,  and  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  making  new  conquefts. 

The  Mapelets,  proud  of  the  protection  of 
Ayder,  gave  up  that  refpedt  and  complaifance. 
they  had  till  then  preferved  for  the  Rajas  and 
the  other  Nayres  ; they  even  threatened  to 
do  themfelves  juftice  by  force  of  arms,  if  the 
Nayres  did  not  perform  the  engagements  made 
with  them..  The  Nayres,,  whofe  expences 
had  compelled  them  to  multiply  the  fums  bor- 
rowed of  the  Mapelets,  were  fo  befet  by  that 
nation  of  ufurers,  that  they  were  unable  even 
to  pay  the  interefl  of  the  fums  due,  and  faw 
nothing  but  ruin  in  the  menaces  of  the  latter. 

Irritated  as  well  by  the  arrogance  as  by  the 
extortions  of  a race  of  people  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  defpifing,.they  refolved,.  at  any  rate, 
to  diffolve  the  conneélion  between  them  : for 
this  purpofe  feveral  aflemblies  were  held  at  Cali- 
cut, where  the  Zamorin,  or  chief  of  the  Nayres 
refides,^,  at  which  it  was  unanimoufly  refolv- 
ed,, 
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€d,  that  on  an  appointed  day  a general  maflacre 
of  all  the  Mapelets  fhould  be  every  where  made. 
This  confpiracy  was  in  part  put  in  pradlice,  and  , 
more  than  fix  thoufand  Mapelets  were  murder- 
ed ; though  the  greater  number  efcaped.  Their 
vefîèls,  fpread  over  all  the  coaft,  favoured  their 
efcape  ; and  in  many  places,  being  forewarned., 
they  aflembled  in  fufficient  numbers  to  refift 
their  enemies.  The  greater  number  took  re- 
fuge at  Cananor,  v/here  they  found  themfelves 
in  fecurity,  by  reafon  of  its  vicinity  to  the  do- 
minions of  Ayder,  as  well  as  from  the  two 
fmall  fortrelTes  of  Cananor.,  one  of  which  be- 
longed to  the  Hollanders  and  the  other  to 

Ali 

* The  Hollanders  have  fince  fold  their  fort  and  ter- 
r’.tory  to  Ali  Raja,  which  gave  Ayder  an  oppoit unity 
of  doing  an  acl  of  juftice  to  many  hundreds  of  Chrif. 
tians,  inhabitants  of  Cananor,  almoft  all  of  Portu- 
guele  extraflion.  When  the  Dutch  took  Cananor 
from  the  Portuguefe  they  found  a number  of  in- 
habitants round  this  fortrefs,  whom  they  permitted 
to  continue  in  the  country.  A great  number  of  others 
have  fince  come  into  Cananor,  where  they  have  built 
houfes,  cleared  the  ground,  and  cultivated  the  gardens 
and  Helds.  The  Portuguefe  and  Dutch  had  granted 
the  lands  without  any  formality,  and  pofleHlon  was 
the  only  title  of  thefe  poor  people  ; when  the  Dutch  fold 
the  fort  and  territory  to  Ali  Raja,  they  made  no  ftipu- 
lation  in  favour  of  the  inhabitants.  Ali  Raja  having  de- 
manded their  titles,  thought  proper  to  force  them  to  pur- 
H 3 chafe 
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AH  Raja.  The  Mapelets,  in  their  diftrefs, 
haftened  to  fend  deputies  to  Ayder,  to  inform 
him  of  the  catallrophe,  and  implore  his  protec- 
tion. This  nation,  being  fanatit  Mahometans, 
their  deputies  reprefented  to  Ayder  in  their  ha- 
rangue, that  God,  and  the  prophet  whofe  rela- 
tion he  was,  had  made  him  powerful  for  no 
other  reafon,  than  that  he  might  protedf  the 
true  believers  ; and  that  the  crime  of  the  infi- 
dels, which  ought  to  be  puniftied  by  their  de- 
ftruéfion,  would  give  him  an  opportunity  of 
forming  new  conquefts. 

Ayder,  who  was  already  infirrucSed  in  the 
power  and  force  of  the  empire  of  the  Nayres, 
and  was  acquainted  with  the  difficulties  that 
might  oppofe  him  in  the  conquefl:  of  the  coun- 
try, did  not  hefitate  to  promife  juftice  and 
proteétion  to  the  Mapelets.  He  quickly  af- 

chafe  the  lands  of  which  they  fiippofed  thcmfelves  to  be 
proprietors.  This  avarice  of  Ali  Raja  gave  cccafion  to 
the  Englifh  to  rail  againft  the  Dutch,  of  whom  they  had 
been  defirous  of  purchafing  the  place.  In  their  em- 
barraflVnent  the  poor  inhabitants  had  recourfe  to  Ayder, 
who  condemned  Ali  Raja  upon  the  pafTage  of  the  Al- 
coran, that  fays,  “ Thou  flialt  not  take  from  the  infi- 
del his  houfe,  his  field,  8cc.  becaufe  they  were  given  him 
from  God  ; but  thou  (halt  be  content  with  caufing  him 
to  pay  tribute,”  Ayder  fixed  this  tribute  at  a rupee,  or 
neatly  half  a crown,  a head. 


fembled 
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fcmbled  twelve  thoufand  of  his  bell  troops,  of 
which  four  thoufand  were  cavalry,  and  the 
reft  infantry,  and  began  his  march  to  the  coaft 
of  Malabar,  directing  his  route  by  Mangalor 
and  Cananor.  All  the  artillery  he  took  with 
him  confifted  of  four  pieces  of  cannon  ; and 
he  ordered  his  fleet  to  accompany  him  along 
the  coaft,  to  furnifli  him  with  afliftance,  as  it 
might  be  required. 

On  his  arrival  at  Cananor,  he  found  more 
than  twelve  thoufand  Mapelets  under  arms; 
ill  armed,  it  muft  be  confefled,  but  fuperior  in 
courage  to  the  Nayres,  and  animated  by  the 
deflre  of  vengeance,  and  the  hope  of  recover- 
ing their  lofTes  at  the  expence  of  their  ene- 
mies. ; 

Ayder  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
at  Cananor,  and  difpatched  an  embalTy  to 
Calicut,  compofed  of  ^ the  moft  dlftinguifhed 
Bramins  * of  his  court.  They  had  orders  to 

reprefent 

* The  Bramins  (who  are  the  firft  call  of  Indians, 
deftined  by  their  legiflature  to  be  the  priells  of  their  re- 
ligion, as  the  Levites  are  by  the  law  of  Mofes  ) being 
become  a very  numerous  body,  have  been  forced  to  apply 
themfelves  to  other  employs  ; and  as  they  do  not 
choofe  to  undertake  any  fervile  employ,  they  are  in- 
troduced into  courts,  where  they  do  all  kinds  of  buH- 
H 4.  nefs, 
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reprefent  to  the  Samorin,  and  all  the  Nay  re 
princes,  the  injuftice  of  the  cruelties  they  had 
been  guilty  of  to  the  Mapelets  ; and  to  inform 
them,  that  he  was  come  with  his  army  to  fee 
juftice  done  them  : but  that,  before  he  employed 
force,  he  judged  it  expedient  to  offer  his  media- 
tion ; promifing,  that  if  they  would  punifli  the 
principal  offenders,  and  give  a juft  and  realbn- 
able  fatisfaéfion  to  the  Mapelets,  his  army  fhould 
not  advance  into  their  country  ; and  that  he 
would  even  undertake  the  troublefome  office 
of  rendering  juftice  to  every  one.  The  Nayre 
princes  had  agreed  to  fupport  each  other  ; and 
upon  the  report  that  Ayder  was  coming  againft 
them  to  the  alfiftance  of  the  Mapelets,  they 
aftembled  an  army  of  more  than  one  hundred 
thoufand  men.  The  deputies  of  Ayder  having 
finifhed  their  harangue,  the  Nayre  princes 
feplied,  that  they  were  aftonifhed  at  the  con- 
du6f  of  Ayder,  with  whom  they  had  never  had 
any  connexion  or  dependence  ; and  that  if 
his  troops  did  any  thing  more  than  drink  the 

uefs,  from  the  poft  of  ininifter  to  that  of  fpy  : they 
are  generally  writers.  Every  lord,  general,  and  even 
the  lowed  fficers,  have  them  in  their  fervice  ; a great 
number  being  forced  to  acquiefce  in  the  pay  of  a pri- 
vate foldier, 

water 
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water  of  the  river  of  Cananor, — if  they  even 
prefumed  to  fet  their  feet  in  the  river,  they 
fhould  be  attacked  and  puniûied  for  their  te- 
merity. On  this  anfwer  the  arabaifadors  of 
Ayder  returned  to  their  mailer  ; and  the 
Nayres,  having  colledled  all  their  forces,  ap- 
peared with  the  firm  refolution  to  prevent 
Ayder  from  pafîing  the  river. 

The  arrival  of  Ayder  and  his  army  on  the 
Malabar  coafi:  induced  all  the  European  na- 
tions who  have  eflabliihnients  there  to  fend 
deputies  to  him. 

Upon  the  great  reputation  of  Ayder,  it  was 
not  doubted  but  he  would  make  a conqueft  of 
the  whole  country.  The  deputies  of  every 
nation  were  in  hafle  to  treat  with  him  for  the 
fecurity  of  their  fadtories  and  their  commerce. 
As  they  expedled  to  find  this  great  conqueror 
at  the  head  of  a numerous  army,  they  were 
aftonifhed  to  fee  fo  fmall  a number  of  troops  : 
many  of  them  could  not  help  expreffing  their- 
furprife  to  the  European  officers  of  the  army  ; 
magnifying,  at  the  fame  time,  the  forces  of 
the  Nayre  princes,  which  they  affirmed  to  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men. 
The  officers  anfwered,  thatfince  the  Nabob,  who 
had  it  in  his  power  to  alîèmble  a much  greater 
I army. 
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army,  had  brought  no  more  than  twelve  thou- 
fand  men  with  him,  it  was  to  be  prefumed, 
that  he  was  certain  that  the  number  he  had 
brought  was  fufficient  to  defeat  his  enemies. 
This  proper  anfwer,  which,  to  inftruded  and 
enlightened  men,  would  have  had  its  due  force, 
made  very  little  impreffion  on  the  deputies, 
who  had  no  notion  of  the  military  art,  and 
ftill  lefs  of  taclics  : they  made  hafte  to  return 
to  their  counting-houfes,  well  convinced  that 
the  little  army  of  Ayder  would  be  deftroyed 
by  that  of  the  Nayres,  who  had  lined  the  op- 
pohte  bank  of  the  river  with  a numerous  artil- 
lery, and  were  continually  firing  and  making 
rhodomontades.  Ayder,  perfeéfly  acquainted 
with  the  genius  of  all  the  people  of  India,  held 
himfelf  afliired  of  the  vidlory,  and  founded  his 
expeélation  on  his  cavalry  ; which  was  a body 
of  troops  abfolutely  unknown  to  the  Nayres, 
no  foreign  army  having  penetrated  as  far  as  the 
Malabar  coaft,  where  no  horfes  had  been  ever 
feen,  except  a few  belonging  to  the  European 
chiefs  of  the  fadlory,  and  purchafed  by  them  more 
for  pleafure  than  utility  : for  this  country,  inter- 
fedled  by  rivulets,  and  covered  with  woods, 
beùdes  being  fubjeéf  to  continual  rains  for 
fcven  months  in  the  year,  is  abfolutely  im- 
proper 
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proper  for  the  breeding  and  keeping  of 
horfes. 

To  fucceed  in  his  attempt,  in  fpite  of  this 
numerous  army  and  the  artillery,  Ayder  cauf- 
ed  his  fleet  to  enter  the  river.  His  veflels 
failed  up  as  far  as  poffible  ; and,  drawing  up  his 
infantry  in  order  of  battle  in  a fmgle  line 
in  face  of  the  enemy,  with  his  twelve  pieces 
of  cannon,  he  waited  for  the  ebb  of  the  wa- 
ter. When  the  river  was  at  the  loweft  he 
entered  it  full  gallop,  at  the  head  of  his 
cavalry,  which  he  had  till  then  kept  out  of 
fight  of  the  Nayres  : they  were  led  on  by 
fifty  of  the  French  hufTars,  lately  arrived  from 
Pondicherry.  As  the  rapidity  of  the  current 
was  diminiibed  by  his  vefTels,  he  traverfed  the 
river  without  difficulty  at  a place  where  it  was 
a league  in  breadth,  fometimes  fwimming,  and 
fometimes  wading  : he  foon  came  to  the 
other  river,  where  the  Nayres  were  bufied  in 
attempting  to  oppofe  the  infantry,  who  pre- 
tended to  be  on  the  point  of  paffing  over. 
They  were  frightened  at  the  fudden  appear- 
ance of  the  cavalry,  and  fled  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation  and  diforder,  without  making 
any  other  defence  but  that  of  difcharging  a 

few 
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few  cannon,  which  they  were  too  much  in- 
timidated to  point  properly.  Ayder,  forefeeing 
this  event,  had  given  orders  to  purfue  the  fu- 
gitives full  fpeed,  cutting  down  all  they  could 
overtake,  without  lofing  time,  either  by  taking 
prifoners,  or  fecuring  plunder. 

• This  order  being  executed  with  the  utmoft 
flridfnefs,  nothing  was  to  be  feen  in  the 
roads,  for  the  diflance  of  four  leagues  round, 
hut  fcattered  limbs  and  mutilated  bodies.  'Fhe 
country  of  the  Nayres  was  thrown  into  a ge- 
neral confternation,  v/hich  was  much  increaled 
by  the  cruelty  of  the  Mapelets,  who,  following 
the  cavalry,  mafiacred  all  who  had  efcaped, 
without  fparing  women  or  children  : fo  that 
the  army  advancing  under  the  conducf  of  this 
enraged  multitude,  inftead  of  meeting  with 
refiftance,  found  the  villages,  fortrefies,  tem- 
ples, and  in  general  every  habitable  place, 
forfaken  and  deferted.  It  was  not  till  they 
were  near  the  environs  of  Teliicherry  and 
Mah-e,  French  and  Englifh  eftablifliinents, 
that  they  began  to  find  people,  who  had  taken 
refuge  near  thofe  places. 

Notwithffanding  this  general  defedfion,  the 
artny  was  in  want  of  nothing  : they  every  where 

found 
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found  COWS,  oxen,  poultry,  rice,  and  all  forts 
of  provilions  that' could  be  wilhed  for  in  a 
fertile  country  ; the  fugitives  having  aban- 
doned every  thing,  without  daring  to  load 
themfclves  with  the  lead:  article  that  could 
impede  their  flight. 

Ayder  caufed  his  army  to  halt  near  thefe 
fettlements,  and  fent  an  offer  of  peace  to  the 
Samorin,  and  other  princes,  on  reafonable 
terms.  The  Samorin,  who  was  old,  remained 
quiet  in  his  palace,,  and  fent  word,  that  he 
waited  for  the  conqueror,  and  trufled  to  his 
difcretion. 

This  halt  of  the  army,  the  fending  of  fe- 
veral  Bramins,  and  more  efpecially  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  Samorin,  encouraged  the  in- 
habitants, who  returned  for  the  moft  part  to 
their  houfes  : they  were  ffill  more  encou- 
raged at  finding  that  the  Mapelets  commit- 
ted no  outrages,,  except  on  the  perfons  or 
property  of  Nayres  ; but  the  Nayres  conti- 
nued to  conceal  themfelves  in  the  woods  and 
mountains,  from  whence  they  carried  on  a 
kind  of  concealed  war  with  the  Mapelets. 

Ayder  marched  for  Calicut,  and  found  no 
other  refiftance  in  his  route,  but  from  a large 
pagoda,  built  on  a mountain,  and  fortified, 
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In  this  place  the  nephew  and  prefumptive  heir 
of  the  Samorin  had  taken  refuge,  and  found 
means  to  make  his  efcape  from  thence,  though 
it  was  invefted:  after  his  departure,  theBramins 
opened  the  gates  to  Ayder.  The  conqueror 
continued  his  journey  to  Calicut,  and  took 
up  his  refidence  at  the  Englifh  factory,  where 
his  fleet  arrived  before  him.  He  enquired 
for  the  Samorin  on  his  arrival,  and  was  in- 
formed that  he  was  in  his  palace,  without 
any  guard,  waiting  the  commands  of  the  con- 
queror ; from  whom  he  hoped  for  mild  treat- 
ment, as  he  had  always  formally  oppofed  the 
refolution  to  mafTacre  the  Mapelets,  and  had 
foretold  the  confequences  to  his  nephews. 

On  this  intelligence,  Ayder  returned  into 
his  * palanquin,  and  gave  orders  to  advife  the 
Samorin  of  his  approaching  vifit.  He  met 
this  prince,  who  came  forth  and  threw  him- 
felf  at  his  feet  ; Ayder  halfened  to  raife  him, 
and  the  Samorin  offered  his  prefents,  conflfling 
of  two  fmall  bafons  of  gold,  one  filled  with 
precious  ftones,  and  the  other  with  pieces  of 

* The  palanquin  is  a kind  of  litter  carried  by  fix 
men.  It  is  in  common  ufe  in  India,  both  for  travel- 
ling and  in  cities,  and  is  a very  eafy  and  convenient 
çarriage, 

gold, 
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gold,  and  two  fmall  cannons  of  gold,  with  car- 
riages of  the  fame  metal.  The  two  princes 
having  entered  the  palace,  Ayder  telHfied  the 
utmoft  refpedt  for  the  Samorin,  and  promifed 
to  reftore  his  dominions  (on  condition  of  his 
paying  a fmall  annual  tribute)  as  foon  as  his 
fubjeds  had  laid  down  their  arms,  and  the 
affair  of  the  Mapelets  was  amicably  fettled. 
Thefe  two  princes  parted,  apparently  much 
fatisfied  with  each  other  ; but  the  world  was 
highly  aflonifhed,  the  next  day,  to  behold  the 
palace  of  the  Samorin  on  fire;  and  though 
Ayder  himfelf  afiifted  in  procuring  help,  it 
was  impoflible  to  fave  any  thing,  the  edifice 
being  entirely  wood  ; and  the  Samorin,  with 
all  his  family,  and,  as  it  is  prefumed,  much 
treafure,  perifhed  in  the  flames. 

This  prince  had  himfelf  caufed  the  palace  to 
be  fet  on  fire,  being  refolved  to  terminate  his 
life  in  that  manner,  on  account  of  fome  letters 
he  had  received  from  his  nephews  and  the 
kings  of  Travancour  and  of  Ôochin  Thefe 
letters  contained  the  bittereft  reproaches  and 
execrations,  treating  him  as  the  betrayer  of  his 

♦ Thefe  two  kings  were  not  tributary  to  the  Sa- 
morin Î but  being  of  the  fame  caft  as  the  Nayres,  they 
made  it  a common  caufe. 
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country,  and  apoftateto  his  religion,  which  he 
had  abandoned  to  the  Mahometans.  The  Bra- 
nrin  who  had  conveyed  thefe  letters  to  him 
avowed  to  him  at  the  fame  rime,  that  he  was 
degraded  and  excluded  from  his  caft  ; and  that 
all  the  Bramins  and  Nayres  had  fworn  never 
to  have  any  communication  with  him.  The 
tragical  end  of  the  Samorin  afFeâ:ed  Ayder 
extremely  ; and  he  was  fo  irritated  againft  the 
nephews  of  that  prince,  that  he  publicly  fwore 
he  would  never  reftore  their  dominions. 

The  princes  of  Calicut,  affifled  by  the  kings 
of  Travancour  and  Cochin,  had  colleded  a 
confiderable  army  on  the  river  of  Paniani, 
twelve  leagues  from  Calicut,  where  they  ap- 
peared 'difpofed  to  make  better  oppofition  than 
they  did  near  the  river  of  Cananor.  They  had 
even  colledled  together  fome  European  can- 
noneers and  Portuguefe  artifans  ; but  upon 
the  approach  of  Ayder,  they  had  not  the  cou- 
rage to  face  him,  and  faved  themfelves  by 
precipitately  withdrawing  their  whole  army. 
Ayder  palfed  the  river,  and  attacked  Paniani, 
which  made  very  little  refiftance,  though  the 
beft  and  almofi:  the  only  fortrefs’  in  the  coun- 
try. He  continued  to  purfue  his  enemies  fill 
he  arrived  at  the  environs  of  Cochin,  where, 
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by  the  mediation  of  the  Hollanders,  he  made 
peace  with  the  king  of  that  place,  on  his  en- 
gaging to  pay  tribute. 

The  example  of  the  king  of  Cochin  was 
followed  by  the  fubmiffion  of  all  the  Nayre 
princes  ; who  fued  for  peace,  and  obtained  it 
on  condition  of  doing  homage,  paying  tri^ 
bute  to  Ayder,  and  rendering  ample  jufticc 
each  to  the  Mapelets  in  his  refpe(51:ive  dif- 
tricSts.  On  thefe  terms  they  were  all  put  into 
free  polTeiTion  of  their  dominions  ; the  nephews 
of  the  Samorin  only  being  excluded  from 
theirs. 

After  putting  garrifons  in  Calicut  and 
Paniani,  Ayder  befbowed  the  government 
pf  this  ftate  on  the  Raja  of  Coilmoutour,  a 
Bramin,  prince  of  a fmall  country  depend- 
ant on  Mayflbur,  and  feparated  from  the 
Nay  res  only  by  the  mountains.  He  hoped 
that  this  prince,  entitled  to  refpedl  from  the 
Nayres,  as  being  a Bramin,  would  be  capa- 
ble of  maintaining  peace  and  order,  on  ac- 
count of  his  intimate  knowledge  of  their  man- 
ners and  cuftoms. 

The  rainy  feafon,  w’hich  is  very  long  and 
Icmpeftuous  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  began  to 
appear,  and  obliged  Ayder  to  quit  the  country  ; 

VoL.  I.  I but 


II4  the  history  of 

but  in  order  to  be  at  hand  to  watch  his  new 
conqueft,  he  retired  only  to  Coilmontour,  the 
refidence  of  the  Raja,  whofe  palace  he  oc- 
cupied. 

This  country  is  beyond  the  mountains 
called  GateSy  and  is  not  fubjedt  to  the  rains 
that  overflow  the  coafi:  of  Malabar,  from  the 
middle  of  April  to  the  end  of  September. 

Palling  by  Madigheri,  a large  town  and 
fortrefs  on  the  frontier  of  the  Malabar,  at  the 
diftance  of  fix  leagues  from  Coiimoutour, 
Ayder  left  Raza  Saeb,  fon  of  Chanda  Saeb, 
in  quarters,  with  three  thoufand  infantry. 

Ayder  imagined  that  the  Nayres,  awed  by 
his  power,  and  contented  with  his  moderation, 
would  peaceably  fupport  the  yoke  he  had 
placed  upon  them  ; but  he  was  not  yet  fuflici- 
ently  acquainted  with  the  charadfers  of  that 
haughty  people,  who,  once  offended,  never 
pardon  their  enemies,  however  great  their 
wrongs. 

The  month  of  May  was  not  yet  elapfed, 
when  a general  revolt  of  the  Nayres  mani- 
fefted  itfelf  over  all  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  It 
commenced  by  the  malTacre  of  a fmall  garri- 
fon  of  about  two  hundred  men,  that  were  fur-  , 
prifed  by  the  inhabitants  of -a  large  town,  called 
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Pondiaghari,  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the  fortrefs^ 
They  carried  their  cruelty  fo  far  as  to  cut 
off  five  French  foldiers,  deferters  from  Mahé, 
who,  intending  to  enter  in  the  army  of  Ayder, 
arrived  in  the  town  the  day  after  the  maffacre  : 
and,  as  a ftill  greater  inftance  of  the  inhuman 
rage  by  which  they  were  adluated,  they  ripped 
up  two  women  who  accompanied  thefe  unfor- 
tunate foldiers. 

According  to  every  appearance,  this  revolt 
was  the  effecl  of  the  fecret  intrigues  of  the 
king  of  Travancour,  and  the  nephews  of  the 
Samorin.  It  would  doubtlefs  have  been  lefs 
general,  if  the  Raja  of  Coilmoutour,  Ali  Raja, 
and  his  brother  Sheic  Raja,  who  were  intruft- 
ed  with  the  charge  of  feeing  the  Mapelets  re- 
imburfed,  had  been  more  temperate  in  their 
rapines  and  exadlions. 

As  the  immenfe  quantities  of  water  that  fall 
in  the  Malabar  country  convert  the  fmalleft 
rivulets  into  large  rivers  ; and  as  this  country 
offers  an  almoft  infurmountable  obftacle,  by  the 
torrents  caufed  by  the  overflowing  of  the  waters, 
that  are  met  with  almoft  at  every  flep,  during  the 
rainy  feafon;  theNayres,  habituated  to  their  cli-. 
mate,  and  going  abfolutely  naked  in  the  Iformy 
, months,  believed,  with  reafon,  that  they  fhould 
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have  time  to  take  Calicut  and  Paniani,  and  de- 
ftroy  the  Mapelets,  before  Ayder  could  enter 
their  country  ; but  they  were  yet  to  learn, 
that  their  conqueror  was  not  to  be  flopped 
by  obflacles  much  greater  than  thofe  they  de- 
pended on.  They  had  taken  their  meafures 
fo  efFeélually,  that  Raza  Saeb,  commandant  at 
Madigheri,  and  Ayder,  were  flill  ignorant  of 
their  revolt. 

Calicut  and  Paniani  were  already  inverted  by 
the  army  of  the  Nayres,  when  the  news  came 
to  Ayder,  by  means  of  a Portuguefe  failor, 
who,  on  the  promifes  of  reward  from  the  go- 
vernor of  Paniani,  ventured  to  afcend  the  river 
of  the  fame  name  alone,  in  a canoe  made  of 
bamboo  and  covered  with  fkin.  This  fai- 
lor, travelling  only  in  the  night,  notwithrtand- 

* Thefe  boats  of  bamboo,  ct)veredwith(kin,areinfa6l 
a kind  of  bafket  j and  are  of  admirable  ule  in  armies, 
more  efpecially  in  the  Malabar  country.  Ayder  had  a 
^reat  number  in  his  army  ; two  men  carried  the  Ikeleton 
of  one,  and  two  more  the  fkin  : in  a quarter  of  an  hour 
they  are  ready  for  ufe  j and  one  boat  will  carry  twenty- 
five  men,  or  a piece  of  cannon.  The  editor  of  the 
Memoirs  of  General  Lawrence  makes  fifty  horfes  enter 
one  of  thefe  boats  ; but  the  faff  is  falfe  ; the  horfe 
i\vims,  and  the  horfenian,  who  is  in  the  boat,  holds  the 
bridle, 
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ing  the  danger  of  wild  beafts  and  noxious 
reptiles,  and  with  no  other  guide  than  a poc- 
ket compafs,  arrived  at  Madigheri.  He  ap- 
prized Raza  Saeb  of  the  revolt,  and  the  danger 
to  which  Ayder’s  troops  at  Calicut  and  Paniani 
were  expofed. 

This  general,  without  lofs  of  time,  caufed  the 
Portuguefe  to  be  conducted  to  Ayder  at  Coil- 
moutour  ; and  himfelf immediately  marched  with 
his  forces  towards  Paniani,  in  fpite  of  the  rains, 
and  the  inundation  under  which  almoft  all  the 
country  was  laid  by  the  overflowing  of  the  rivers. 
This  precipitate  march  made  fome  impreflioii 
on  the  revolters,  as  foon  as  they  were  ap- 
prized of  it  ; but  hearing  that  he  had  brought 
iKj  cavalry,  they  detached  a party  of  their  ar- 
my, which  harrafled  Raza  Saeb  at  the  crofling 
of  each  river,  and  at  length  fucceeded  (perhaps 
by  the  fault  of  his  guides)  to  draw  him  into 
a place  between  the  meeting  of  two  rivers 
that  joined  near  Pondiaghari,  where  he  found 
himfelf  ihut' up,  without  being  able  to  pafs 
on  either  fide,  by  reafon  of  the  depth  and  ra- 
pidity of  the  water  ; and  cut  off  from  return- 
ing by  the  defiles  he  had  pafTed,  which  were 
every  where  rendered  difficult  to  pafs,  by  fell- 
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ing  of  trees,  and  the  Nayres,  who  were  in 
ambufcade  in  various  parts. 

Ayder  no  fooner  heard  of  the  revolt  than  he 
recalled  a party  of  his  cavalry  that  had  been 
luckily  cantoned  near  Coilmontour.  While  he 
was  thus  collecting  the  ftrongeft  part  of  his 
army  from  MaylTour  and  other  parts  of  his 
dominions,  he  commanded  a feledl  party  of  his 
infantry  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  on  the 
fhorteft  notice  : however,  in  expedtation  that 
Raza  Saeb  might  difperfe  the  mutineers,  he 
waited  for  news,  before  he  expofed  to  fo  infa- 
lubrious  a feafon  troops  defigned  for  very  dif- 
ferent operations. 

Raza  Saeb  having  contrived  to  fend  advice 
of  his  fituation,  Ayder  immediately  marched 
with  three  thoufand  horfe,  and  ten  thoufand 
Seapoys  or  Topafles.  He  ordered  his  cavalry, 
both  officers  and  men,  to  ride  without  faddles  ; 
and  commanded  his  infantry  to  quit  their  ha- 
bits, and  march  naked,  excepting  a pair  of 
light  drawers  and  fhoes.  Each  foldier  was 
provided  with  a waxed  cloth  to  wrap  up  his 
knapfack  ; and  the  three  hundred  Europeans 
lately  arrived  from  Pondicherry  and  Colombo, 
were  offered  parafols,  as  they  did  not  chufe  to 

quit 


AYDER  ALI  KHAN. 


II9 

quit  their  habits.  Their  refufal  was  the  caufe 
that  they  were  almoft  the  only  perfons  in  the 
army  that  were  attacked  by  the  dyfentery. 

All  the  artillery  of  this  fmall  army  confifted 
in  twelve  light  pieces  of  cannon,  that  were  car- 
ried by  elephants. 

It  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
fpecies  of  war  to  which  Ayder  led  his  troops 
this  campaign.  Imagine  an  army  of  fifteen 
thoufand  men  marching  from  the  break  of  day 
through  a mountainous  country,  in  roads  or 
pafiages  fcarcely  admitting  more  than  three  men 
a-breafi,  expofed  from  morning  till  night  to  a 
confiant  fliower,  equal  to  thofe  that  fall  in  the 
greatefi  fiorms,  attended  with  frequent  thun- 
der and  lightning,  excepting  for  three  hours 
after  noon,  in  which  the  fun  fiione  out  with 
almoft  infupportable  luftre  and  heat  ; frequent- 
ly obliged  to  crofs  rivers  up  to  the  chin  in  wa- 
ter, and  fometimes  fwiming  ; and  pafiing  the 
night  in  towns  or  villages  deferted  by  their  in- 
habitants, where,  however,  they  found  plenty 
of  the  neceflaries  of  life.  Their  path  was  every 
where  marked  by  ruin  and  deftrudfion,  for 
their  orders  were  to  burn  and  pillage,  and  they 
exerted  themfelvesfo  much  in  this  horrible  work, 
I 4 that 
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that  they  left  behind  them  nothing  but  heaps  of 
ruins,  where  houfes  had  formerly  flood. 

This  unexpected  march  obliged  the  Nayres 
to  colleCl  all  their  troops,  and  gave  fome  relief 
to  the  troops  of  Raza  Saeb,  tho’  not  fufEcient 
to  prevent  his  lofmg  many  of  his  men  for  want 
of  necefTaries,  and  in  confequence  of  the  hard- 
fhips  they  w’ere  fubjeCled  to.  The  Nayrc 
princes,  tho’  half  defeated  by  the  fear  of  the 
confequences  of  their  revolt,  neverthelefs  ex- 
peCled  Ayder  with  confidence  in  a retrenched 
camp  near  Pondiaghari,  which  on  its  left  wing 
had  a village  fortified  with  a ditch  and  parapet 
planted  with  pallifades,  well  furnifhed  with  ar- 
tillery, and  maintained  by  the  mofl  refolute, 
who  had  determined  rather  to  perifh  than  yield, 
Ayder  for  the  attack  of  this  retrenched 
camp,  difpofed  of  his  army  fo  that  four  thoufand 

* Ayder,  before  he  made  the  attack,  wasperfuaded  by 
his  chief  almoner,  named  Caka  Saeb,  to  fuffcr  him  to 
go  near  the  Nayres,  and  perfuade  them  to  furrender. 
This  Perjada  (for  fo  the  doctors  of  their  law  are  called) 
was  fitting  in  a meadow  with  his  brother,  in  conference 
with  the  deputies,  when  the  enemy  fired  on  him,  and 
broke  his  brother's  arm.  Some  horfemen,  whom  his 
brother  (then  captain  of  artillery)  had  brought  with  him 
rode  up,  and  helped  them  to  efcape« 
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of  his  beft  Seapoys,  forming  the  right  wing,  were 
charged  to  attack  the  village  ; this  corps  was 
commanded  by  a Portuguefe  lieutenant  colo- 
nel lately  arrived  from  Goa,  with  different 
officers  of  his  nation.  The  left  wing,  compofed 
of  Topalles,  was  commanded  by  an  Englifli  of- 
ficer ; and  Ayder  himfelf  commanded  the  main 
body,  having  behind  him  a referve  of  Euro- 
peans almofi:  all  French,  with  whom  were 
joined  thofe  who  are  called  the  Bara  Ademh^  or 
Great  Men^  a corps  compofed  of  all  the  young 
nobility  and  courtiers,  v/ithout  excepting  even 
the  generals,  who  have  not  appointed  pofts  or 
command  on  the  day  of  battle.  They  were  all 
on  foot,  and  armed  with  fabres  and  bucklers, 
having  voluntarily  put  themfelves  under  the 
command  of  the  officer  of  Europeans,  whom 

* Ayder  being  informed  by  Naza  Saeb,  who  had  refid- 
ed  at  Colombo  for  two  years  after  the  capture  of  Pon- 
dicherry, that  all  the  European  powers  had  introduced 
the  Pruflian  exercife  among  their  troops,  wrote  to  Goa, 
Bombay,  Pondicherry,  Madras,  Colombo,  &c.  to  fend 
him  officers  to  difcipline  his  troops.  The  Portuguefe 
lieutenant  colonel  had  arrived  from  Goa  on  this  occa- 
fion.  His  improper  manoeuvre  during  the  battle,  and  an 
unfortunate  affair  that  happened  to  him  the  following 
night,  caufed  Ayder  to  fpeak  harffily  to  him  5 at  which, 
being  affronted,  he  demanded  his  difmiffion,  ani  imme- 
diately obtained  it. 
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they  promifed  to  follow  wherever  he  might  lead 
them. 

The  cavalry,  that  could  not  be  of  fervice  till 
after  the  entrenchment  was  forced,  was  formed 
behind  the  corps-de-referve.  According  to  the 
orders,  the  Portuguefe  officer  attacked  the  re- 
trenched village  with  his  four  thoufand  Sea- 
poys,  by  conducting  them  bravely  to  the  edge 
of  the  ditch  ; but,  without  advancing  a ftep  far- 
ther, he  contented  himfelf  with  caufing  his 
troop  to  fire,  as  if  at  their  exercife.  Thefe  un- 
fortunate Seapoys,  totally  expofed,  were  de- 
ftroyed  with  impunity  by  their  enemies,  who 
fired  from  pent-holes,  or  from^  behind  the 
hedges.  This  firing,  which  lafted  upwards  of 
two  hours,  highly  enraged  Ayder,  who  receiv- 
ing every  moment  news  of  the  ftate  of  the  at- 
tack, learned  with  the  utmoft  mortification  the 
unavailing  lofs  of  his  befi:  troops.  The  French 
officer,  commandant  of  the  Europeans,  who 
lately  arrived,  and  had  not  yet  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  diftinguifhing  himfelf,  offered  to  advance 
with  the  corps-de-referve,  and  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  Seapoys,  Ayder  anfwered,  that 
he  might  do  as  he  thought  proper  ; and  he  im- 
mediately joined  his  troop,  which  was  impa- 
tient for  the  combat,  and  burned  wdth  a dcfire 
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to  revenge  the  French  v^rho  were  inhumanly 
mafTacred  at  Pondiaghari.  Headed  by  this  adive 
and  courageous  officer,  and  joined  by  the 
Bara  Ademis,  they  ran  with  violent  eagernefs 
to  the  attack.  The  intervals  between  the  bat- 
talions of  Seapoys  afforded  them  a paffage  : 
they  jumped  into  the  ditch,  and  haftily  amend- 
ing the  retrenchments  tore  up  the  pallifades, 
and  were  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  in  an  in- 
ftant.  They  gave  no  quarter  ; and  the  enemy, 
aftonifhed  to  the  laft  degree  at  their  impetuo- 
fity  and  rage,  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  butchered 
even  without  refiftance.  The  flames  of  the 
village  on  fire,  and  the  diredlion  of  the  cannon 
now  pointed  on  the  difl:ra61;ed  Nayres,  evinced 
to  Ayder  that  the  village  was  carried.  The 
whole  army,  in  confequence,  moved  to  attack 
the  retrenchment  ; but  the  enemy,  perceiving 
that  Ayder’s  troops  had  fformed  their  out-poff, 
and  catching  the  affright  of  the  fugitives,  fled 
from  their  camp  with  diforder  and  precipita- 
tion. 

Ayder  had  fuppofed  his  enemies  would  havé 
exhibited  more  firmnefs  on  this  occafion.  This 
brave  and  fortunate  attack,  which  v/as  much 
exalted  by  the  young  nobility  that  fhared  the 
glory,  gave  him  infinite  pleafure.  He  created 

the 
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the  French  commandant  Bahader  upon  thé 
fpot  ; and  in  the  evening  prefented  him  with  a 
patent,  appointing  him  general  of  ten  thou- 
fand  horfe,  which  is  the  higheft  military  poll 
among  the  M ogols  ; at  the  fame  time  declar- 
ing him  general  in  chief  of  his  artillery.  He 
likewife  gave  a gratification  of  thirty  rupees  to 
every  foldier,  and  twice  that  fum  to  each  of 
the  wounded  ; of  which  there  was  a great 
number,  though  no  more  than  one  died. — As 
the  Nayres  had  no  bayonets,  the  wounds  were 
only  cuts  with  the  fabre,  little  dangerous 
where  ready  affiftance  is  to  be  had.  The  Euro- 
peans infpired  the  Malabars  with  a new  terror 
by  this  exploit  ; and  Ayder,  to  increafe  it, 
fpread  a report  that  he  expe6fed  many  thou- 
fand  men  from  Europe  : he  added,  that  they 
were  a cruel  people,  and  devourers  of  human 
flefh  ; and  that  his  intention  was,  to  deliver 
all  the  coaft  to  their  outrages.  The  rage  and 
fury  by  which  his  fmalJ  handful  of  French 
were  urged  on  to  revenge  their  murdered  coun- 
trymen, gave  much  force  to  the  belief  the 
wretched  inhabitants  were  difpofed  to  afford 
to  his  reports.  Wherever  he  turned,  he  found  no 
opponent,  nor  even  any  human  creature  ; eve- 
ry inhabited  place  was  forfaken  ; and  the  poor 
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inhabitants,  who  fled  to  the  woods  and  moun- 
tains in  the  mofl:  inclement  feafon,  had  the  an- 
guifli  to  behold  their  houfes  in  flames,  their 
fruit-trees  cut  down,  their  cattle  deftroyedî, 
and  their  temples  burned  The  perfidy  of 
the  Nayres  had  been  too  great  for  them  to  trufl: 
the  offers  of  pardon  made  by  Ayder,  by  means 
of  Bramins  he  difpatched  into  the  woods  and 
mountains  to  recall  thefe  unhappy  people  ; who 
were  hanged  without  mercy,  and  their  wives 
and  children  reduced  to  flavery,  whenever  they 
were  found  in  the  woods  by  the  troops  of  Ay- 
der ; feverity  and  mildnefs  being  both  equally 
ineife6fual  in  making  them  return  to  their 

homes. 

* The  Sieur  Pocot  cîe  la  Mothe,  French  comman- 
dant at  Mahé,  had  written  to  the  commandant  of 
Europeans  in  the  army  of  Ayder,  to  take  the  trouble, 
on  this  occafion,  to  fearch  for  the  Vedam,  and  Ou- 
zam  Vedam,  tranfcribed  (if  the  fa6l  be  credible)  be- 
fore the  time  of  Alexander;  M.  le  Duc  d’Ayen,  now 
Marlhal  Due  de  Noailles,  having  given  him  a com- 
miflion  to  procure  them  at  any  price.  The  officer, 
delirous  of  complying  with  the  wiffi  of  this  nobleman, 
caufed  different  Bramins  to  look,  over  the  vaft  quan- 
tities of  books,  compofed  of  plates  of  copper,  held 
together  by  dozens  by  rings,  which  were  deftined  by 
the  captor  to  be  caft  into  cannon.  The  Bramins 
charged  with  this  examination,  who  were  no,  other 
than  the  writers  or  fecretaries  in  the  army,  informed 

him 
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homes.  Ali  Raja,  and  the  Mapelets,  who  faw 
themfelves  thus  involved  in  the  ruin  of  the 
Nayres,  perfuaded  Ayder  to  return  to  Coil- 
moutour,  in  hopes  that  his  abfence  might  re- 
move the  timidity  of  the  people  : and  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  dyfentery  that  raged 
in  his  army  was  a much  more  effe£l:ual  reafon 
that  induced  him  to  leave  the  country.  The 
officers  and  Europeans,  who  had  retained  their 
clothing,  and  had  more  particularly  abufed  the 
liberty  of  doing  as  they  pleafed,  were  the  moft 
expofed  to  this  dangerous  malady. 

Before  he  quitted  the  country,  Ayder,  by  a 
folemn  edidf,  declared  the  Nayres  deprived  of 
all  their  privileges  ; and  ordained  that  their 

him  that  all  thefe  books  contained  nothing  more  than 
accounts  of  the  expences  of  the  pagodas,  with  the 
names  of  the  Bramins  and  their  children.  Some  of 
thefe  books  that  were  preferved,  and  afterwards  put 
into  the  hands  of  more  learned  Bramins,  were  found 
to  contain  an  enumeration  of  names  of  Bramins. 
What  makes  it  reafonable  to  fuppole  thefe  books  were 
of  little  value,  is  their  being  written  in  Tambou,  the 
modern  language  of  the  Malabars  j and  the  ancient 
language  is  the  Ouria  tongue,  preferved  by  the  priefts 
of  the  Chriftians  of  St.  Thomas,  whofe  religious  rites 
are  performed  in  that  language. — There  is  a printing- 
office  at  Rome  for  books  in  this  tongue,  where  the 
Propaganda  caufe  miflals  and  breviaries  to  be  printed 
for  their  priefts. 

call, 
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caft,  which  was  the  lirft  after  the  Bramins, 
fhould  thereafter  be  the  loweft  of  all  the  cafts  ; 
fubjeéfing  them  to  falute  the  Parias  and  others 
of  the  loweft  cafts,  by  ranging  themfelves  be- 
fore them,  as  the  other  Malabars  had  been 
obliged  to  do  béfore  the  Nayres  ; permitting  all 
the  other  cafts  to  bear  arms,  and  forbidding 
them  to  the  Nayres,  who  till  then  had  enjoyed 
the  foie  right  of  carrying  them  ; at  the  fame 
time  allowing  and  commanding  all  perfons  to 
kill  fuch  Nayres  as  were  found  bearing  arms. 
By  this  rigorous  edidf  Ayder  expected  to  make 
all  the  other  cafts  enemies  of  the  Nayres  j and 
that  they  would  rejoice  in  the  occafton  of  re- 
venging themfelves  for  the  tyrannic  oppreftion 
this  nobility  had  till  then  exerted  over  them. 
This  ordinance  being  found  to  make  the 
fubmiftion  of  the  Nayres  abfolutely  impoftible, 
becaufe  they  would  have  thought  death  pre- 
ferable to  fuch  a degradation,  he  made  a new 
edifl,  by  which  he  re-eftabliflied  in  all  their 
rights  and  privileges  fuch  Nayres  as  fhould 
embrace  the  Mahometan  religion.  Many  of 
thefe  nobles  took  the  turban  on  this  occafton  ; 
but  the  greater  part  remained  difperfed,  and 
chofe  rather  to  take  refuge  in  the  kingdom  of 
Travancour  than  fubmit  to  this  laft  ordinance. 
7 Though 
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Though  the  approach  of  the  fine  ieafon,  and 
the  terror  he  had  fpread,  might  have  left  little 
apprehenfion  of  another  revolt,  yet  he  left  fe- 
veral  bodies  of  troops  in  the  country,  diftri- 
buted  in  polls  fo  fituated  as  to  affill  each  other 
in  cafe  of  necelTity,  and  quartered  the  reft  of 
his  infantry  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Madig- 
heri,  taking  only  his  cavalry  with  him  to 
Coilmoutour,  which  he  was  obliged  to  fpread 
over  the  country,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity 
of  forage. 

On  his  arrival  at  Coilmontour,  Ayder  found 
there  a body  of  four  thoufand  Maratta  cavalry 
lately  arrived.  More  than  a year  had  elapfed 
fince  he  had  ordered  this  corps  to  be  raifed,  and 
fince  the  chiefs  had  received  the  necefiary  fums 
of  a Bramin,  named  Chamrao,  formerly  attach- 
ed to  Monf.  Buffi,  but  finOe  entered  into  the 
fervice  of  Ayder,  whole  confidence  he  had  ac- 
quired. This  Bramin  had  not  been  fufficient- 
Jy  fparing  of  the  money  ; and  when  the  Ma- 
rattas  had  received  it,  they  were  in  no  hafte 
to  complete  their  engagements.  Inftead  of 
three  months,  they  were  fcarcely  ready  to 
march  in  eight.  Their  horfes,  inftead  of  be- 
ing of  the  height  and  quality  agreed  on, 
were  moftly  final!,  fuch  as  are  ufed  by  fer- 

vants. 
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vants,  and  called  Tatoos  in  India.  In  fhort, 
inftead  of  a regular  body  of  cavalry,  it  was 
nothing  more  than  a collection  of  peafants  and 
vagabonds,  incapable  of  forming  a line,  or 
indeed  of  doing  any  thing,  but  rob  and  pil- 
lage. Secure  in  poflelTion  of  the  Bramin’s 
money,  they  paid  little  regard  to  his  com- 
plaints j and,  in  order  to  avoid  lofing  the 
whole,  he  was  obliged  to  take  the  troops,^ 
fuch  as  they  were.  When  they  were  on  their 
journey,  they  advanced  very  flowly,  and  made 
continual  flops  ; fo  that  inftead  of  one  month, 
they  employed  four  in  making  their  journey  ; 
and  even  that  degree  of  expedition  was  not  ob- 
tained, but  in  confequence  of  repeated  fuins 
advanced  by  the  diftrefTed  Chamrao. 

The  Marattas  would  not  have  a6led  in 
this  manner,  if  they  had  been  acquainted  with 
the  charadler  of  Ayder  ; who,  for  the  fake  of 
ceconomy,  was  in  the  habit  of  requiring  an 
exaél  account  of  the  fums  expended  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  troops,  and  was  not  ea- 
fily  deceived..  In  fa£l,  having  pafled  them 
in  review  the  day  after  his  arrival,  he  found 
them  in  fo  bad  a ftate  that  he  could  not  avoid 
exprefting  his  furprize  to  the  Bramin.  Cham- 
rao had  long  ftnee  written  to  Ayder,.  com- 
VoL.,  I.  K plaining 
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plaining  of  the  mutiny  and  difobedience,  not 
only  of  the  private  men,  but  of  their  officers. 
Ayder  complained  to  the  chiefs,  that  his  or- 
ders were  fo  ill  executed  : he  fignified  to  them, 
that,  on  account  of  their  diforderly  appearance 
and  bad  equipment,  he  would  receive  the  troops, 
as  his  cuftom  was  with  all  his  cavalry,  and 
reform  all  thofe  that  were  not  agreeable  to 
the  agreements  made  with  Chamrao,  his 
agent:  that  he  likewife  expedled  they  would 
account  for  all  the  money  employed  in  raii- 
jng  the  troop  ; and  befides,  to  fhew  them  his 
difpieafure  to  find,  that,  regardlefs  of  every 
thing  that  could  be  urged  by  the  perfon  in- 
truded v/ith  his  orders,  they  had  employed  in 
their  journey  four  times  the  fpace  neceflary 
to  perform  it  in,  he  had  given  orders  to  his 
ireafurer  to  deduct  from  their  account  the 
time  they  had  voluntarily  loft  by  paffing  through 
unufual  roads. 

Thefe  Marattas,  who,  according  to  their 
own  account,  had  large  fums  to  receive,  mur- 
mured loudly  at  finding  themfelves  obliged  to 
renounce  a confiderable  part  of  their  claim. 
Not  at  all  habituated,  in  their  own  country,  to 
be  commanded  defpotically,  they  refolved  v/ith 
one  accord  to  return  to  their  camp  5 with 
I menaces 
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'menaces  to  do  themfelves  j uPtice^  if  refufed  it 
by  fair  means. 

They  who  knew  Ayder,  and  how  circum- 
fpedt  he  is,  could  not  conceive  how  he  could  fo 
indifcreetly  put  himfelf  in  the  power  of  thefe 
Marattas  ; having  kept  with  him  at  Goilmou- 
tour  no  more  than  five  hundred  Seapoys,  and 
thirty  Europeans,  who  were  their  comman- 
dant’s guard. 

Fortunately,  the  Maratta  troops  were  not 
ignorant  that  Ayder  was  able,  in  a very  fhort 
time,  to  colleT  military  of  every  denomina- 
tion : in  the  mean  time  they  demanded  pay- 
■ment  within  the  hour,  or  in  default  they 
threatened  to  mount  their  horfes,  and  return 
into  their  own  countr)^,  defiroying  and  pillaging 
all  that  might  offer  in  their  way. 

Ayder  reproached  himfelf  lecretjy  for  the 
vivacity  that  had  led  him  to  ufe  menaces  with 
thofe  people,  at  an  inffant  in  which  he  was  not 
prepared  to  give  law  to  them.  Though  he 
had  little  to  fear  perfonally,  it  would  have 
'been  more  prudent  in  him  to  have  retired  at 
this  jun(ffure  into  the  fortrefs  of  Coilmoutour  ; 
but  that  courage,  which  never  abandoned  him, 
led  him  to  furmount  the  difficulty  and  danger 
that  now  prefented  itfelf. 

K 2; 
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In  this  embarrafîment  MafFous  Khan,  an-^ 
cient  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  brother  of  Mehe- 
met  Ali,  advifed  him  to  fend  for  the  French 
commandant,  and  give  him  the  charge  of  re- 
ducing this  mutinous  cavalry  to  reafon.  Ay- 
der  approved  of  the  thought,  and  fent  for  the 
officer  : he  explained  the  affair  to  him,  and 
informed  him  that,  by  the  advice  of  the  Na- 
bob of  Arcot,  he  requefted  he  would  under- 
take to  bring  thofe  vagabonds  to  hear  reafon  ; 
whom  he  could  eahly  reduce  by  force  of  arms, 
but  that  he  withed  to  ufe  milder  methods. 
The  French  officer  confented  to  fhew  himfelf 
worthy  of  the  confidence  Ayder  honoured  him 
with,  though  he  faw  all  the  difficulty  attend- 
ing the  execution  of  the  bufmefs  : however, 
he  undertook  it  with  ardour,  being  defirous  of 
continually  rendering  himfelf  more  ufeful  and 
neceffary. 

To  begin  his  négociation,  he  fent  word  to 
the  Maratta  chief,  that  he  was  defirous  of 
paying  him  a vifit,  in  order  to  cultivate  an 
acquaintance  with  him  and  the  other  great 
men  of  his  nation  : at  the  fame  inftant  he 
fent  an  exprefs  for  Madigheri,  with  orders  for 
all  the  Europeans  to  march  for  Coilmoutour  ; 
and,  together  with  his  letter,  he  difpatched  an 
j order 
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order  from  Ayder  to  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  cantonment,  to  fend  off  all  the  Topaffes, 
which  amounted  to  a body  of  above  four  thou- 
fand  men. 

The  Maratta  chief  having  accepted  with 
joy  the  vifit  the  French  officer  propofed,  re- 
ceived him  with  the  greateft  politenefs,  as  did 
the  other  chiefs  who  were  affembled  on  the 
occafion.  In  order  to  obtain  their  confidence, 
the  commandant,  after  making  the  ufual  com- 
pliments (that  is  to  fay,  fpoken  highly  of 
the  valour  and  merit  of  the  Maratta  nation) 
proceeded  to  inform  them,  that  he  wifhed 
to  vifit  them,  becaufe  the  French  and  himfelf 
were  nearly  in  the  fame  fituation  as  the  Ma- 
jatta  cavalry  ; and  it  might  be  found  advan- 
tageous to  unite  their  pretenfions,  and  make 
a common  caufe.  The  faél  in  reality  was, 
that  the  French  troops  arrived  in  Ayder’s  do- 
minions at  the  very  juncture  in  which  the  re- 
volt of  the  Nay  res  demanded  his  attention,  and 
had  remained  a confiderable  time  at  Syring- 
patnam.  It  is  true,  that  he  had  received  con- 
fiderable films  by  order  of  Ayder  j but,  though 
he  had  already  been  engaged  in  a6lual  fervice, 
no  agreement  had  yet  been  made  for  the  emolu- 
ments and  pay  of  himfelf  and  his  troops. 

K 3 This 
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This  overture  having  infured  the  confîdènœ 
of  the  Marattas,  they  began  to  exclaim  againft, 
Ayder,  and  accufed  him  of  breach  of  faith,, 
by  fpeaking  almoft  all  at  once  ; their  chief 
at  lall  found  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  alone: 
he  fpoke  highly  of  the  condudf  and  behaviour 
of  his  troops,  and  placed  their  pretenfions  in 
the  moft  favourable  point  of  view  5 and  the 
French  olacer,  feeming  to  give  credit. to  their 
words,  was  careful  not  to  fhew  any  intimation- 
that  he  was  charged  v/ith  any  commiflion  from 
Ayder  : he  gave  them  reafon  to  fuppofe  the- 
contrary  ; and  even  acquainted  them  (as  in 
confidence)  that  he  expedled  his  troop  the 
next  day,  v/ho,.  impatient  to  know  their  fate, 
v/ould  come  exprefsiy  to  decide  it  : that  there- 
fore he  judged  it  expedient  for  them  to  wait 
till  the  Europeans  were  arrived  ; and  in  the 
mean  time,  he  would  go  to  Ayder,  as  if  from; 
himfclf,  and  offer  liis  mediation  : the  Ma- 
rattas  unanimoufly  approved  this  projedf,  and. 
accepted  his  offer  with.gladnefs.  Things  thus 
adjufled  for  the  prefent,  there  was  no  queftion 
concerning  the  expediting  of  bufinefs  : the 
Marattas  promifed  the  French  officer,  that 
they  would  return  his  vifit  the  follov/ing  day. 
at  the  fame  hour,  to  learn  the  effecl:  of  his.^ 

intended’ 
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intended  conference  with  Ayder  ; and  they 
parted  good  friends.  All  the  country  refound- 
ed with  the  valour  of  the  French  ; and  the 
Marattas,  who  had  the  higheft  opinion  of 
them,  on  account  of  the  defeat  of  Nazerzing, 
and  the  exploits  of  M.  Buffi  w^ere  highly 
flattered  with  this  kind  of  alliance  with 
them. 

The  following  day  the  few  Europeans  that 
were  at  Madigheri,  to  the  number  of  four 
hundred  men,  began  to  appear,  but  irregular- 
ly, in  fmall  numbers,  confiffing  of  three  or 
four  at  mofi;  in  a party.  By  this  artifice,, they 
appeared  to  be  coming  in  all  day,  without 
its  being  poffible  for  the  Marattas  to  judge  of 
their  number  ; and  thofe  v/ho  arrived  did 
not  fail  to  acquaint  the  enquirers,  that  the 
main  body  would  foon  arrive  : accordingly, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  night,  a column  of  in- 
fantry pafTed  by  the  Maratta  camp,  with 

* This  ought  not  to  be  taken  for  flattery.  The 
Author  has  long  ago  aflured  the  people  in  power,  that 
M.  Eirfli  enjoys  the  highefi:  reputation  in  Indoftan  j 
and  it  is  certain,  that  a Frenchman  among  the  Ma- 
rattas, or  in  the  army  of  the  Suba  of  Decan,  will  be 
every  moment  aflced  Moujfa  BuJJl  qu' an  éF  or,  what 
is  become  of  M.  Buffi  ? 

K-4. 
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drums  beating  and  colours  flying,  compofed 
of  TopafTes  who  had  been  fent  from  Ma- 
digheri,  and  were  headed  by  the  Europeans 
who,  by  another  route,  had  went  out  of  Coil- 
moutour  to  join  them. 

This  artifice  caufed  the  Marattas  to  be- 
lieve the  Europeans  were  much  more  nume- 
rous than  they  really  were  ; and  their  notion 
was  flirengthened  by  the  hats  of  the  Topaflës, 
and  their  drums  and  fifes,  which  refemble  the 

* The  TopafTes  are  black  Chriftians,  who  call  them- 
felves  Portuguefe,  and  have  the  names  of  the  firfl  fa- 
milies in  Portugal -i  but  who,  to  all  appearance,  are 
defcended  from  flaves,  born  and  brought  up  in  the 
liouTes  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  treat  very  favourably, 
and  with  great  humanity,  thofe  flaves  whom  they  call 
Creanza  de  Caza,  or  Children  of  the  Houfe.  The  Eu- 
ropeans have  never  been  able  to  form  good  troops  out 
of  thofe  people  j which  arifes,  no  doubt,  from  the  con- 
temptuous manner  they  treat  tiiem  with  : inftead  of 
which,  Ayder  has  always  put  them  on  an  equality  with 
the  Seapoys,  and  even  preferred  them  to  his  other 
troops  ; as  will  be  feen  in  tl’e  courfe  of  this  Hiilory, 
The  officers  of  thefe  To]-)afres  are  Europeans  ; which 
circumftance,  however,  does  net  prevent  thofe  among 
them  who  diflinguiai  themfclves,  from  being  promot- 
ed : in  confequence  of  this  treatment,  they  may  be  re- 
garded as  Ayder’s  heft  troops,  and  thole  he  can  molt 
rely  on. 
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Others  ; and  as  they  played  the  fame  marcheSj» 
and  it  was  almoft  dark  when  they  appeared,  it 
was  not  eafy  to  perceive  the  difference. 

The  principal  Maratta  chiefs  waited  on  the 
Trench  commandant;  who  receiving  them  with 
the  moft  attentive  politenefs  and  regard,  ac- 
quainted them,  that  he  had  found  Ayder  dif- 
pofed  to  a6t  "in  the  moft  amicable  manner  with 
them,  and  had  accepted  his  mediation  ; but 
that  he  had  promifed  to  keep  ftridily  to  the 
agreement  made  with  his  agent,  Chamrao  : 
that  he  confented,  either  that  himfelf  alone^ 
or  with  fuch  other  perfons  of  confequence  as 
the  Marattas  might  chufe,  would  pafs  in  review, 
one  by  one,  the  horfemen  and  their  horfes,  for 
the  purpofe  of  reforming  thofe  that  were  not 
♦according  to  the  agreement;  and  likewife,  that 
after  having  taken  an  account  of  the  length 
of  the  journey  they  had  had  to  perform,  ar- 
bitrators fhould  decide  the  time  they  ought 
to  have  employed.  The  French  commandant 
added,  that  thefe  propofitions  having  appeared 
to  him  equitable,  he  had  judged  it  proper  to 
fubmit,  and  accept  them;  being  well  convinced 
of  the  candid  and  noble  manner  of  thinking 
that  diftinguiftied  the  Maratta  nation. 

Thejs 


XjS  the  history  of 

They-y  who  did  not  find  th^ir  account  in  this 
method  of  adjufting  the  affair,  exclaimed  much 
againü:  the  facility  of  the  officer,,  and  affured 
him  that  they  would  not  confent  to  be  thus 
pafïèd  in  review  ; and  more  particularly  becaufe 
Chamrao,  the  envoy  of  Ayder,  had  feen  and  ap- 
proved the  horfes,  v/hich  had  not  fince  been 
changed  p and  that  with  refpecf  to  his  demand 
concerning  the  time  employed  in  the  journey, 
it  was  at  the  very  requefi:  of  Chamrao,  they  af- 
firmed, that  they  had  fojourned  on  the  road,  in. 
order  that  they  might  not  arrive  at  Coilmou- 
tour  during  the  abfence  of  the  Nabob,  being 
informed  that  forages  were  very  rare.  Thefe 
Maratta  officers  having  perfiffed  in  their  de- 
termination,  maintained  firmly  that  the  pro- 
pofitions  made  to  them  were  unreafonable.;  and. 
that  they  could  not  accept  them,  nor  abate 
their  pretenfions,.  without  the  confent  of  all  the 
chiefs,  of  whom  they  would  convene  an  af- 
fembly.  The  night  approaching,  they  returned 
very  difiatisfied  with  their  vifit,  and  the  refolu- 
' tion  of  Ayder. 

The  French  officer,  not  to  render  himfelf 
fufpedfed  by  paying  too  great,  attention  to  the 
fituation  of  their  encampment,  thought  proper 
to  commit  that  charge  to  one  of  his  adju- 

tants^- 
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tants  This  officer  reported  that  the  camp  was 
in  a meadow  fituated  between  two  banks,  one" 
ferving  to  retain  the  water  of  a-  great  tank,,  and^ 
the  other  as  a paflage  at  the  time  of  rain  ; that 
the  meadow  was  bounded  at  one  end  by  a hilL 
impraéficable  to  cavalry,  becaufe  covered  with 
fruit-trees,  and  interlbdfed  by  hedges  and  walls 
of  earth,  that  divide  the  property  of  different 
perfons  • that  at  the  extremity  of  the  bankj^,, 
that  ferved  for  a road,  there  were  fome  houfes,, 
and  a fmall  pagoda  and,,  laifly,..  that  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  tv/o  hundred  men,  and  fome* 
pieces  of  cannon,  placed  in  this  hamlet,  wouldt 
be  able  to  prevent  the  Marattas  from  going 
out  of  their  camp.  In  confequence  of  this  ad- 
vice, cannon  were  conveyed  in  the  night  to  this 
poff,  and  250  men,  who  entrenched  themfelves, 
A barbette  battery  of  ten  pieces  of  cannon  was 
conftrudfed,  which  was  by  no  means  an  agree- 
able fight  to  the  Marattas  when  day-light  ap- 
peared. Their  chiefs  having  fent  to  the  officer 
who  commanded  the  poff,  to  demand  with 
what  intention  thofe  cannon  were  pointed  at 
their  camp,,  received  anfwer,  that  tliey  had  been 

* Thisadjutant  wasM.deLallie,  who  now  commands 
a corps  in  Ayder’s  army  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
European  horfemen  ; of  which  he  is  proprietor,  as  weli 
as- of  a regiment  of  Seapoys, 

placed 


Î40  THE  HISTORY  07 

‘^aced  there  by  his  commandant,  with  orders 
to  fire  on  the  firft  Maratta  that  fhould  attempt 
to  get  on  horfeback  ; and  that  if  they  defired 
farther  information,  theymuft  apply  to  the  com- 
mandant, On  this  they  difpatched  two  of 
their  officers,  who  complained  of  this  adl  of 
hoftility,  but  with  much  politenefs,  and  an  air 
that  fufficiently  exhibited  their  fear.  The  com- 
mandant did  not  hefitate  to  anfwer,  that  having 
been  fo  little  fatisfied  the  preceding  evening 
with  their  reception  of  the  proportions  of  Ay- 
der,  which  to  him  appeared  juft  and  reafonable  ; 
and  fearing  that,  by  a precipitate  refolution  of 
returning  into  their  own  country,  they  might 
betray  his  faith  and  honour,  pledged  to  the  fo- 
vereign  on  their  account,  he  thought  it  incum- 
bent on  him  to  take  thefe  precautions.  But, 
Tieverthelefs,  he  wiftied  to  continue  his  media- 
tion, and  would  certainly  join  them,  if  Ayder 
refufed  to  do  them  juftice.  This  difcourfe  hav- 
iTig  encouraged  them,  they  protefted  they  were 
ready  to  treat  ; and  that,  trufting  entirely  to  his 
promifes.,  all  the  chiefs  would  wait  on  him  at  an 
Jiour  to  be  appointed,  for  a conference  with  Ay- 
der’s  niinifters. 

On  the  afturance  given  them  that  no  adl  of 
hoftility  fiiould  be  committed,  provided  they 

remained 
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remained  quiet  in  their  camp,  they  returned  to^ 
their  quarters.  The  commandant  repaired  to 
Ayder  to  inform  him  of  their  good  difpofitions:. 
he  found  him  alone  with  MaiFous  Khan,  who 
likewife  offered  himfelf  as  mediator  and  inter- 
preter, for  which  he  was  qualified  by  fpeaking. 
very  good  Portuguefe. 

In  confideration  of  the  advanced  age  and 
high  rank  of  this  perfonage,  the  French  officer 
begged  he  would  confent  that  the  meeting 
might  be  held  at  his  houfe.  Advice  was  given 
to  the  Marattas,  who  repaired  thither  at  the. 
clofe  of  the  evening.  Two  Bramins,  fecre- 
taries  to  Ayder,  likewife  attended,  and  every 
thing  was  arranged  in  two  days  ; Maffous 
Khan  having  removed  all  the  difficulties  with  a 
degree  of  addrefs  and  intelligence  very  uncom- 
mon, but  acquired  by  fifty  years  experience  in 
this  fort  of  négociations.  It  was  agreed,  that 
none  fhould  be  difmifled  but  fuch  horfes  as  were 
abfolutely  incapable  of  any  kind  of  fervice  ; that 
they  fhould  all  pafs  in  exaâ  review  ; that  fuch- 
as  fhould  be  judged  in  a ftate  to  ferve  as  good 
cavalry,  fhould  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  forty  ru- 
pees a month,  man  and  horfe,  according  to- 
tfie  agreement  made  with  Chamrao  ; and  that 
the  others  fhould  be  reduced  to  five-and-twen- 
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rty,  and  fliould  ferve  as  irregular  cavalry.  The 
time  allowed  for  the  journey  was  fet  at  three 
months. 

After  this  review  it  was  found  that  one  hun- 
•dred  and  fifty  horfe  only  were  entitled  to 
forty  rupees,  and  the  reft  were  reduced  to  five- 
and-twenty.  The  principal  chief,  whofe  troop 
•was  well  mounted,  and  who  alone  poftefted 
eight  hundred  horfe,  had  none  difmiftèd  ; per^» 
haps  there  was  indulgence  fhewn  him,  on  ac- 
count of  the  pains  he  had  taken  to  accommo- 
date the  difFerence. 

The  aftair  being  thus  fatisfadlorily  adjufted, 
Ayder  made  a prefent  of  twenty -two  horfes  to 
the  French  officer,  to  mount  twenty  Euro- 
peans, to  ferve  him  as  a guard,  and  accompany 
him  every  where  : at  the  fame  time  he  gave 
orders  to  the  Bacfi  * and  the  fecretary  at  war, 
to  fettle  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  all  the 
Europeans  ; Ayder  being  in  the  cuftotn  never 
to  fettle  his  pecuniary  affairs  himfelf,  but 
committing  the  charge  of  them  to  mini- 
fters,  who  have  no  permiffion  to  conclude  any 
bufinefs  without  the  precife  orders  of  their 

* The  Bacfi  is  properly  the  minifter  at  war,  and  the 
fecretary  is  fubjeéled  to  his  orders,  though  generally 
iie  is  the  confidential  minifier  of  the  Nabob. 
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mader.  To  make  their  court,  the  Bacfi  and  his 
colieague  exclaimed  againll:  the  exorbitant  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  Europeans,  and  propofed  abate- 
ments that  were  flatly  rejeided  : but  as  the 
corps  of  Europeans  was  not  numerous,  the 
fubje^l:  of  thefe  difcuflions  was  of  fmall  con- 
fequence  to  Ayder to  end  them  therefore, 
and  to  make  a parade  of  generofity  that  he 
thought  fuitable  to  his  rank,  he  ordered  the 
commandant  and  principal  oflScers  before  him, 
and,  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  former,  I hear, 
with  concern,”  faid  he,  ‘‘  that  you  do  not  agree 
with  the  Bacfi  and  Narimrao.  Why  did  not  you 
apply  to  me  ? have  you  forgot  that  I have,  both 
Ey  writing  and  converfation,  informed  you, 
that  you  may  difpofe  of  every  thing  I poflefs  ; 
and  that  the  French  are  efteemed  by  me  as 
^brothers  ?”  Upon  which  he  gave  orders  to 
Narimrao  to  prepare  the  Batis  % and  he  figned 

them 

* The  Batis  are  fmall  writings  or  warrants.  Every 
perfon  in  the  military  fervice  has  one,  from  the  gene- 
ral to  the  drummer.  This  writing  contains  the  name 
^f  the  perfon,  and  of  his  father  and  grandfather;  a 
defcription  of  his  perfon,  and  that  of  his  horfe  (if  he  be 
a horfeman)  ; the  day  he  entered  the  fervice  ; his  ftatlon, 
and  his  pay  j and  as  often  as  he  is  paid  the  fum  is 
-entered  on  the  fame  : thofe  of  the  officers  contain 
ifim.ply  the  name,  the  ftation  or  degree,  and  the  fums 

..received. 
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them  before  he  difmifled  the  officers  ; at  the 
fame  time  inviting  them  to  an  entertainment 
to  be  given  at  the  palace  the  next  day. 

As  it  could  not  be  expected  that  the  coaft  of 
Malabar  would  ever  enjoy  a ftate  of  tranquil- 
lity while  the  Nayre  princes  were  on  the  fron- 
tiers, and  in  the  country  of  Travancour,  Ay- 
der  refolved  to  make  the  conqueft  of  that 
kingdom  ; for  which,  however,  he  could  urge 
no  better  reafon  than  that  the  king  of  that 
country  had  affifted  his  enemies.  Though  this 
kingdom  is  of  fmall  extent,  it  is  very  populous  ; 
and  its  king,  Ram  Raja,  has  acquired  a repu- 
tation for  his  valour  and  prudence,  which  gave 
reafon  to  conclude  that  the  undertaking  would 
be  attended  with  much  difficulty. 

Ayder  knew  that  his  enemy  had  long  ex- 
erted himfelf  in  difciplining  his  army  ; that 
he  had  a numerous  corps  of  Seapoys  well 

received.  The  Batis  are  triple,  and  in  three  different 
languages,  Perfian,  Maratta,  and  Canarin  ; and  as 
there  are  three  chancellors,  they  are  preferred  in  the 
greateft  order.  Ayder  figns  the  Hate  of  accounts 
every  month,  as  well  as  a particular  ftate  for  every 
troop  Î for  no  payment  is  made  without  the  fjgnature 
of  Ayder,  or,  in  his  abfence,  of  the  general  com- 
mandant* 

armed. 
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armed,  and  a train  of  artillery  ferved  by  good 
cannoneers,  procured  from  the  Danes,  the  Eng- 
lifh,  and  the  Dutch.  He  likewife  knew  that 
the  country  was  not  to  be  penetrated  but  by 
way  of  narrow  pafTages  through  mountains, 
where  Ram  Raja  had  cauied  fortrefles  to  be  con- 
ftrudled,  which  he  was  firmly  refolved  to  defend 
to  the  utmofi:.  Neither  was  he  ignorant,  that 
the  Englifh,  jealous  of  his  power,  had  aflem- 
bled  troops  in  Madura  and  Marava,  countries 
dependant  on  Mehemet  Ali  Khan,  and  fron- 
tier to  Travancour  : but,  habituated  to  over- 
come all  obftacles,  he  was  determined  to  pur- 
fue  his  intention.  He  trufted  to  the  promifes 
made  by  the  Englifii  deputies,  who  had  waited 
upon  him  on  the  coafi:  of  Malabar  ; to  whom 
he  had  granted  not  only  a confirmation  of  all 
their  former  privileges,  but  had,  befides,  given 
permiflion  to  eftablifii  a fadlory  at  Onor  ; and 
he  was  likewife  perfuaded,  that  the  Englifh 
troops  were  afiembled  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  protecfl;  the  dominions  of  Mehemet  Ali 
from  infult. 

Maffous  Khan  had  lately  been  induced  to 
take  the  part  of  Nizam  Ali  Khan,  who  had 
font  him  prefents  of  great  value.  He  knew 
that  the  Suba  of  Decan  was  engaged  in  wars 
VoL.  I,  L with 
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with  his  vafTals,  in  which  he  was  alTifted  by 
a party  of  Englifh,  commanded  by  General 
Smith.  He  therefore  concluded  that  he  had  no- 
thing to  fear  on  his  part. 

In  order  to  fecure  himfelf  from  any  inter- 
ruption in  the  war  he  had  projected,  Ayder 
wrote  to  Mirza  Ali  Khan,,  governor  of  Scirra, 
and  his  brother-in-law^  to  renew  the  truce 
with  the  Marattas,  which  was  on  the  point  of 
expiring  ; a bufinefs  not  difficult  to  be  per- 
formed, by  means  of  a fum  of  money  properly 
diftributed  among  the  chiefs. 

The  intended  war,  and  the  neceffity  of  plac- 
ing ftrong  garrifons  in  the  conquered  coun- 
try, obliged  Ayder  to  make  confiderable  levies 
for  the  augmentation  of  his  army  ; and,  being 
willing  to  derive  every  advantage  from  the 
time  preceding  that  in  which  he  intended  ta 
march  againft  Ram  Raja,  he  caufed  all  his 
troops  and  his  artillery  to  be  exercifed  by  the 
European  officers,  he  himfelf  affifting  every 
day  with  his  fons  ^nd  generals  at  the  different 
exercifes  and  evolutions. 

After  confulting  the  commandant  of  Euro- 
peans, whole  knowledge  and  intelligence  he 
greatly  valued  and  depended  on,  he  eilablilh- 
ed,  by  his  advice,  a corps  of  five  thou  land  gre- 
nadiers. 
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nadiers,  divided  into  battalions  of  five  hundred 
men,  compofed  of  four  companies  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  men  each.  Two  of  thefe 
battalions  were  feledfed  out  of  the  Topafîès, 
and  the  reft  from  the  Seapoys  ; each  being 
commanded  by  an  European  oiScer.  There 
was,  befides,  in  each  company,  an  European 
adjutant  or  ferjeant-major.  The  officers  and 
private  men  of  every  company  were  chofen  by 
Ayder  hinifelf,  who  regarded  tallnefs  lefs  than 
a martial  air,  and  the  adlivity  and  robuit  tem*- 
perament  of  the  individual. 

Thefe  grenadiers  received  ten  rupees  a 
month,  inftead  of  eight,  which  is  the  pay  of 
the  other  Seapoys.  They  were  exempt  from 
all  works  of  labour,  and  even  mounted  no 
guard,  except  that  of  their  commandant  ; and, 
that  nothing  might  prevent  their  being  ready 
to  march  at  the  ffift  lignai,  every  efcouade, 
compofed  of  feven  men,  including  an  inferior 
officer,  were  allowed  a cook  fervant,  and  an 
ox  to  carry  their  tent  and  baggage.  Every 
company  was  augmented  by  an  efcouade  of 
feven  men,  deflined  folely  to  guard  the  bag- 
gage, Thefe  were  as  it  were  apprentices,  being 
youths  of  about  fixteen  or  feventeen  years  old, 
-intended  to  replace  the  grenadiers  v/ho  fell, 
L 2 and 
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and  to  render  the  corps  capable  of  afFording 
great  advantages  by  the  rapidity  of  their  mo- 
tions. From  the  time  of  their  firft  efl-ablifh- 
ment,  they  were  -exercifed  every  morning  in 
handling  their  arms,,  by  their  own  officers  j and 
every  afternoon,  from  three  till  fix,  five  batta- 
lions, by  turns,  were  exercifed  in  their  evolu- 
tions by  the  French  commandant  ; after  which 
they  were  made  to  march  from  fix  to  eight, 
marching  out  at  the  ordinary  pace,  and  re- 
turning home  with  a quick  ftep. 

All  the  officers,  without  exception,  were 
obliged  to  do  this  exercife  as  well  as  the  com- 
mon foldiers.  This  confira  in  t at  firft  occa- 
fiioned  much  murmuring  among  them,  but 
luckily  it  did  not  come  to  the  hearing  of  Ay- 
'der.  However,  whether  through  a fenfe  of 
duty,  or  from  example,  they  became  accuf- 
tomed  to  it,  and  their  affiduity  afforded  great 
encouragement  to  the  foldiers.  It  was  thus 
■that  this  fovereign  formed  a body  of  troops, 
to  whofe  .rapid  movements  the  Englifti  after- 
wards attributed  all  his  fuccefs. 

The  Englifh  had  no  fooner  heard  of  Ayder’s 
preparations,  which  fame  had  rendered  ftill 
more  confiderable,  than  they  conceived  um- 
brage at  them,  as  well  as  at  the  long  fiay  he 

made 
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made  at  Coilmoutour,  tKe  capital  of  a fmalî 
diftrift  or  country  adjoining  to  Madura,  of 
which  we  have  already  made  mention.  In, 
their  uncertainty  rerpe6ting  his  intentions,  they 
refolved  to  difpatch  his  Ouaquil  from  Madras, 
a Bramin,  named  Menagi  Bandec,  to  carry 
him  a letter  from  the  governor  and  council  of 
that  fettlement.  This  letter  announced  a fo- 
lemn  embalTy,  compofed  of  Colonel  Call,  chief 
engineer,  and  Counfellor  Bofchier,  brother  to 
the  governor.  Ayder  being  perfuaded  that  they 
intended  to  make  propofitions  to  him,  relative 
to  Travancour  and  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  con- 
trary to  his  views  and  intentions,  thought  it 
neceflary  to  elude  the  receiving  the  embalTy. 
He  immediately  difpatched  an  anfwer  to  the 
letter  of  the  council,  afluring  them  that  he 
was  very  much  flattered  with  their  letter,  and 
thanking  them  for  the  honour  they  intended 
him  in  fending  fo  diftinguifhed  an  embafly  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  he  added,  that  Coilmou- 
tour, being  only  a camp  or  military  ftation, 
by  no  means  proper  for  the  reception  of  am- 
baffadors  with  thofe  honours  they  were  entitled 
to  expedl,  he  could  not  decently  receive  the 
embafTy  till  he  fhould  arrive  at  Syringpatnam, 
a royal  city,  to  which  he  propofed  to  return 
L 3 ill 
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in  a filort  time  ; and  that  he  would  be  careful 
to  advife  the  governor  of  Madras  of  his  ar- 
rival there. 

Ayder  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
Englifh  politics  to  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  feduced 
by  the  pompous  honour  with  which  they  hoped 
to  dazzle  his  fight  ; and,  far  from  being  flat- 
tered with  this  embafly,  he  was  determined  no 
longer  to  defer  his  expedition  againfl:  Travan- 
cour.  The  order  was  already  given  for  the 
army  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march,  when  an 
unforefeen  event  convinced  him  that  he  had 
more  enemies  than  he  fufycded,  who  were 
anxioufly  intent  upon  his  deftrudfion. 

There  was  an  Irifh  officer  in  his  army, 
named  Turner,  who  had  been  admitted  into 
his  fervice  by  virtue  of  a letter  of  recom- 
mendation from  Governor  Bofchier.  He  was 
a man  of  a ftrong  underftanding  ; and  who, 
poffeffing  all  the  talents  required  in  a good 
foidier,  efpecially  in  the  art  of  taftics,  had  in 
a very  fliort  time  gained  the  affecbon  of  Ayder, 
who  committed  the  mcfr  important  operations  to 
his  care.  This  man,  who  was  not  in  the  flight- 
ed: degree  fufpedled,  was  commander  of  the  firfl: 
battalion  of  Topafs  grenadiers;  and,  in  this 
quality,  he  was  regarded  as  general  of  that  mi- 
litary. 
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îltary,  which  forms  a body  of  about  five  thou> 
fand  men. 

It  muft  be  allowed  that  an  oiHcer  recom- 
mended by  an  Englifh  governor  ought  to  have 
been  treated  with  lefs  confidence  and  fecurity  ; 
but  this  man  had  behaved  fo  well  in  the  war 
on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  that,  far  from  having 
any  miftrufi:  of  him,  he  had  acquired  the  con- 
fidence of  his  generals.  Taking  advantage  of 
the  good  opinion  they  had  of  him^  he  waited 
till  the  time  of  payment,  which  is  made  the 
fifth  day  of  every  lunar  month  after  the  moon 
has  appeared  5 and  when  he  had  received  his 
appointments,  and  the  pay  of  his  men,  he  made 
his  efcape  by  the  road  that  leads  towards  Co- 
chin. 

Mis  quarters  were  a fliort  league  diftant  from 
Coilmoutour.  The  officers  of  his  corps  wait- 
ed on  him  to  receive  their  pay  ; but,  under  the 
captious  ptetence  of  his  fecretary  being  abfent, 
he  begged  them  to  wait  till  the  next  day,  which 
v/as  v/ithout  difficulty  granted*  To  put  his 
projecl  in  execution  he  mounted  his  horfe,  be- 
ing accompanied  by  a young  Swedilh  officer, 
to  whom  he  had  communicated  his  defign,  and 
difappeared,  carrying  every  thing  of  value  he 
poflèüèd  with  him  j taking  the  precaution  firft 
L 4 to 
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<o  acquaint  his  domeftics  that  he  was  going  to 
fupper  with  the  commandant-general  at  Coil- 
moutour. 

The  intenfity  of  the  heat  in  the  day,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  nights,  in  India,  induce  people 
of  diftinâ:ion  to  fit  up  very  late,  more  efpecially' 
as  they  have  the  cuftom  of  lleeping  in  the  day 
from  three  till  fix.  Some  officers,  who  were 
in  this  habitude,  called  upon  him,  and  were 
aftonifhed  to  find  he  was  gone  to  fupper  at 
Coilmoutour  -,  but  far  from  harbouring  any  fuf- 
picion,  they  concluded,  on  the  contrary,  that' 
it  was  a gaming  party,  knowing  him  to  be  a 
great  gamefter.  The  night  being  fine,  they 
refolved  to  take  the  advantage  of  it  5 and, 
thinking  to  furprife  him  agreeably,  they  mount- 
ed their  horfes,  and  repaired  to  the  comman- 
dant’s quarters  at  Coilmoutour,  where  they  ar- 
rived about  midnight.  Their  aftonifhment  was 
highly  increafed,  when  they  found  every  body 
jn  the  moft  profound  deep.  They  enquired  to 
no  purpofe  for  Turner,  as  no  one  could  give 
any  account  of  him  ; and  the  fufpicion  that 
confequently  arofe  in  their  minds  induced  them 
to  apply  to  the  commandant  himfelf.  On  their 
account  of  the  abfence  of  their  ^fficer,  the 
commandant  fent  to  enquire  of  the  pofts  that 
2 guarded 
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guarded  the  entrance  of  the  pafjes,  whether 
any  one  had  pafled  them  5 and  was  informed, 
that  two  European  officers  had  departed  three 
hours  before.  The  firft  captain  of  Turner’s 
corps,  named  Minerva,  an  Irifhman,  of- 
fered to  purfue  him  inftantly  with  a party  of 
fifty  Europeans  : his  offer  was  accepted,  and 
he  departed  at  two  in  the  morning.  At  eight 
they  had  Wretched  over  upwards  of  fix  leagues, 
and  arrived  at  the  frontier  of  the  country  of 
Cochin.  They  difcovered  the  horfcs  of  the 
officers  they  were  in  queff  of,  and  environ- 
ed the  houfe,  in  which  they  found  them 
both  afleep.  They  immediately  fecured  their 
perfons,  and  condudled  them  bound  to  Coil- 
moutour. 

Ayder  being  informed  of  the  efcape  of  Tur- 
ner and  the  Swedifh  officer,  and  of  their  recap- 
ture, gave  orders  to  judge  them  as  in  a fimilar 
cafe  in  Europe.  In  confequence,  a court  mar- 
tial was  affembled,  at  which  the  two  crimi- 
nals were  tried,  and  conviéled  of  carrying  off 
the  public  money  : fentence  was  accordingly 
pronounced,  that  they  fhould  be  degraded  and 
hung,  and  their  bodies  afterwards  expofed  on 
the  high  ro^.  The  council,  in  compaffion  to 

the 
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the  youth  of  the  Swedifh  officer  (who,  ac- 
cording to  all  appearance,  had  been  feduced 
by  the  other,  and  ftill  more,  becaufe  he  car- 
ried away  no  property  of  any  other,  and  was 
only  culpable  in  having  departed  without  leave) 
thought  proper  to  intercede  with  the  Nabob 
in  his  favour  ; who  commuted  the  punifhment 
of  death  into  that  of  imprifonment.  As  to 
Turner,  he  was  conduced  to  the  place  of  pu- 
nifliment,  and  there  difcovered  to  the  council, 
that  the  Engliffi,  conjointly  with  Nizam  Ali 
Khan,  intended  to  attack  Ayder.  He  confelled 
that  he  was  a fpy  employed  by  the  government 
of  Madras,  and  begged  pardon  of  the  fovereign 
for  having  fo  long  abufed  his  confidence  ; that 
he  fhould  not  have  made  his  efcapc,  if  he  had 
not  lately  been  nominated  major  of  a regiment 
on  the  Bombay  eftablifhment  : he  intreated  his 
judges,  in  confideration  of  the  importance  of 
his  difcoveries,  they  would  fpare  him  the  indig- 
nity of  being  hanged,  and,  as  he  deferved  to  die, 
would  give  orders  for  him  to  be  fhot  : this  re- 
queft  was  allowed  him.  Before  he  fuffered,  he 
diffributed  all  his  money  to  the  foldiers  ap- 
pointed to  put  him  to  death  ; to  the  Sieur  Mi- 
nerva he  gave  his  fword  and  watch.  After 

his 
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his  death  he  was  fufpended  on  a tree  near  the 
road-fide,  conformably  to  the  latter  part  of  his 
fen  ten  ce. 

The  difcovery  of  the  intentions  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  caufed  the  departure  of  the  army  for  Tra- 
vancour  to  be  fufpended.  Ayder  without  de- 
lay caufed  Maffous  Khan  to  repair  to  Ayder 
Abad,  where  he  was  charged  to  attempt,  by  the 
intrigues  of  his  friends  and  his  creatures  about 
the  Nabob,  who  were  in  great  number  (Ba- 
zaletzing,  brother  of  the  Subah,  being  the  firft) 
to  avert  the  ftorm  that  threatened  him  from 
that  court. 

In  the  mean  time  he  continued  to  exercife 
his  troops,  and  train  them  to  all  kinds  of  evo- 
lutions. This  fpedlacle,  entirely  new  to  the  In- 
dians, and  the  long  ftay  of  the  fovereign  of  fo 
many  fiâtes  in  Coilmoutour,  drew  fo  great  a 
concourfe  of  people  to  that  place,  that  their 
number  amounted  to  more  than  100,000,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  army,  which  exceeded  60,000  : 
but  it  will  fcarcely  be  credited,  that  this  coun- 
try is  fo  abundant  with  all  the  neceflaries  of 
life,  that  a fheep  or  a dozen  of  fowls  never  coft 
more  than  two  ihillings  ; and  twelve  meafures 
of  rice,  one  of  which  is  fufncient  to  ferve  a 
man  a day,  were  fold  at  the  fame  price.  The 

immenfe 
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ifnmenfe  population  of  this  country  is  proved 
l>y  the  two  markets  which  are  held  weekly  5 
where,  at  each,  is  commonly  fold  twenty  thou- 
fand  pieces  of  filk,  each  fourteen  cubits  long*. 
This  country,  through  which  lies  the  ordi- 
nary palTage  from  Mayfibur  and  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  to  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  pro- 
duces a confiderable  revenue  to  Ayder,  who 
enjoys  the  tolls,  to  the  exclufion  of  the  Rajas 
of  the  country. 

It  is  eftimated,  that  thirty  thoufand  oxen, 
loaded  with  tobacco,  annually  pafs  through 
Coilmoutour  : this  aftertion  is  rendered  very 
probable,  by  the  numerous  magazines  of  that 
commodity  at  Pondiagheri.  Befides  tobacco, 
there  are  great  quantities  of  filks  of  every  kind, 
and  pepper,  cardamom,  ivory,  &c.  brought 
from  the  coaft  of  Malabar. 

During  the  long  ftay  of  Ayder  at  Coilmou- 
tour, many  events  happened,  which,  though' 
of  no  great  importance,  are  yet  fufficiently  in- 
terefting  to  be  related.  They  may  ferve 
not  only  to  give  the  reader  a more  perfebl 

* The  fuperior  of  the  Jefuit  milTionaries,  who  re- 
fides  at  Xavier  Paleam,  one  mile  diftant  from  Coilmou- 
tour, has  aflTured  me,  that  he  had  ten  thoufand  Chrif- 
tian  weavers  in  his  miffion, 

idea 
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Idea  of  the  genius  and  charaéler  of  Ayder, 
but  likewife  to  throw  light  on  the  manners  of 
the  people,  of  whom  the  Nabob  is  become 
the  fovereign.  The  firft  of  thefe  events  is  a 
-procefs  or  fuit  at  law,  carried  -on  againft  the 
miilionary  Jefuitsof  the  dominions  of  Ayder. 

The  .news  of  the  expulfion  of  the  felf- 
named  Jefuitsvfrom  Portugal  and  France  hav- 
ing arrived  in  India,  a miffionary  of  that  or- 
■der,  a Portuguefe  by  nation,  and  refiding  in 
Mayffiour,  quitted  his  cure  in  1767,  and  re- 
tired to  Goa  ; being  determined,  as  he  faid,  to 
iliew  himfelf  a faithful  fubjedl  of  his  king, 
by  no  longer  continuing  in  a body  of  men 
declared  to  be  enemies  of  his  country.  A 
year  and  a half  after  his  departure,  he  wrote  to 
-a  Portuguefe  lady,  named  Madam  Mequinez, 
widow  of  a Portuguefe  officer,  who  had  ren- 
'dered  fignal  fervices  to  Ayder,  and  was  after- 
wards dain  in  a battle  againft  the  Marattas: 
Ayder,  in  return,  had  given  his  widow  the 
regiment  of  Topaftes  her  hufband  had  poffief- 
fed,  with  the  appointment  of  colonel,  till  an 
.adopted  fon  of  her  hufband’s  was  of  age  to 
command  the  regiment  himfelf. 

This  lady  accompanied  her  regiment  every 
where  : the  colours  were  carried  to  her 

houfe  j 
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houfe  ; and  fhe  had  a private  fentinel  at  the 
door.  She  received  the  pay,  and  caufed  the 
dedudhons  to  be  made  in  her  prefence  from 
each  company.  When  the  regiment  was  col- 
leâed,  fhe  infpecfed  them  herfelf,  as  well  as 
all  the  detachments  that  were  ordered  out  ; 
but  fhe  permitted  the  fécond  in  command  to 
exercife  the  troops,  and  lead  them  againfl;  the 
enemy. 

This  dame  Mequinez  having  received  the 
letter  of  the  ex-jefuit  father,  addrefïèd  her- 
felf to  the  Bramin  Narimrao,  fecretary  at  war, 
and  much  efteemed  by  Ayder.  She  com- 
plained that,  during  the  life,  and  fmce  the 
death  of  her  hufband,  fhe  had  depofited  in 
trufl  in  the  hands  of  the  now  ex-jefuit,  all 
her  jewels,  and  the  money  flie  and  her  huf- 
band could  fpare  : that  this  father  having 
departed  to  Goa,  fhe,  being  in  the  army,  wrote 
to  him,  and  received  for  anfwer,  that  all  the 
jewels  and  money  fhe  had  depofited  in  his 
hand,  were  transferred,  under  the  fame  title, 
into  thofe  of  the  provincial  father  refident  at 
Xavier  Paleam,  to  whom  it  was  neceflary  for 
her  to  addrefs  herfelf  for  reflitution  : fhe  add- 
ed, that  having  carried  this  letter  to  the  pro- 
vincial father,  he  affirmed,  fhe  had  loft  her 

fenfes  5 
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fenfes  ; and  that  he  had  never  heard  either  of 
her  money  or  her  jewels  : at  the  fame  time  fhe 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  fecretary  the  let- 
ter received  by  her  from  Goa,  together  with 
a ftate  of  the  jewels  and  money  fhe  reclaim- 
ed, amounting  to  a confiderable  fum.  The 
Bramin  acquainted  Ayder  with  the  particulars 
of  this  affair,  and  painted  the  Jefuits  in  the 
moft  odious  colours,  by  reciting  what  had 
palled  in  France  and  Portugal  concerning 
them. 

On  this  complaint,  Ayder  immediately  or- 
dered a guard  of  four  Seapoys  and  a corporal 
to  every  milhonary  found  in  his  dominions^ 
with  orders  not  to  lofe  fight  of  the  reverend 
fathers  3 but  at  the  fame  time  to  permit  them 
to  perform  their  funclions,  as  well  in  their 
milTions  as  in  their  churches,  v/ithout  imped- 
ing them  in  the  ieaff  ; but  on  the  contrary, 
they  were  commanded  to  treat  them  v/ith 
every  mark  of  refpecl. 

Ayder  commanded  this  reflraint  to  be  laid 
upon  them,  becaufe  the  complaint  was  made  at 
the  very  time  when  the  revolt  of  the  Nayres 
d^emanded  his  prefence  on  the  coalf  of  Mala- 
bar. On  his  return  to  Coilmoutour,  and  the 
Bramin  Narimrao  having  renewed  the  v^idow’s 
ÎO  complaint,  - 
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complaint,  he  fent  for  the  French  commandant, 
of  v/hofe  integrity  and  judgment  he  was  well 
convinced  : You  are,  doubtlefs,”  faid  he, 

“ acquainted  with  the  fuit  urged  by  the  widow 
Mequinez  againft  the  Jefuits;  and,  as  I wifli 
the  afFair  to  be  terminated  by  an  equitable  de- 
cifion,  I have  fixed  upon  you  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  the  fame,  and  fhall  give  you  every 
necefiary  power  to  be  her  judge,”  The  offi- 
cer anfwered,  That  not  being  a man  of  the 
law,  he  could  not  pretend  to  undertake  the 
diftribution  of  juftice,  for  fear  of  erring  through 
ignorance.”  Ayder  replied,  “ Certainly  you, 
who  are  yourfelf  a Chriftian,  mufi:  be  better 
acquainted  with  the  law  * of  the  Chriflians 
than  any  judge  in  my  dominions  : and  fince 
my  intention  is,  that  every  one  fliall  be  judged 
by  his  own  law,  you  cannot  avoid  accepting 
this  commiffion  ; but  I permit  you,  if  it  be 
necefiary,  to  fele(fl:,  as  affiliants  jointly  with 
yourfelf,  fuch  officers  of  your  nation  and  reli- 
gion, as  you  think  capable  of  feconding  your 

* Ayder,  and  all  the  Mahometans,  believe  that 
Jefus  Chrili,  like  Mofes  and  Mahomet,  has  given 
laws  to  the  Chriftians,  which  the  judges  are  bound  to 
follow  in  their  decifions  ; and  that  Chriftian  princes 
cannot  evade  them  by  contrary  laws. 
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owrf  endeavours.”  There  was  nothing  could 
be  obje<5i:ed  to  this  oiFer.  The  French  officer, 
after  thanking  Ayder  for  the  honour  of  his 
good  opinion,  confented  to  perform  his  orders 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  : and  the  day  fol- 
lowing, Madam  Mequinez  and  the  reverend 
provincial  father,  being  informed  of  the  Na- 
bob’s determination,  did  not  fail  to  wait  on 
the  French  officer  as  their  judge. 

The  lady  arrived  apparently  in  the  utmoft 
diftrefs.  She  lamented,  with  figns  of  great 
afflidion,  that  poverty,  to  which,  fhe  af- 
firmed, the  perfidy  of  the  Jefuits  had  reduced 
her,  and  againft  whom  fhe  vented  number- 
lefs  inventives  : her  oration  was  fo  fpecious 
that  almoll  all  the  Europeans,  efpecially  the 
French,  who  were  chiefly  young  men,  were 
prejudiced  in  her  favour,  and  were  defirous 
that  the  Jefuits  fhould  be  condemned  to  make 
reftitution,  and  be  burned,  or  at  leaft  hanged. 

The  provincial  father  was  an  Italian  of  about 
fixty  years  of  age,  of  a commanding  * and  ve- 
nerable 

* The  Jefuit  miffionaries  In  India,  who  refidc  in  the 
country  not  fubjeéled  to  Europeans,  call  thetnfelves 
Bramin  Chriftlans  : they  wear  a habit  refembling  that 
of  the  Eramins,  having  the  triple  cord  and  the  flippers 
made  without  the  Ikin  of  animals  ; they  wear  their 
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nerabie  afpeéb,  though  at  the  fame  time  affable 
and  mild.  He  praifed  God  for  infpiring  the 
fovereign  with  the  choice  of  fuch  a judge  as 
his  heart  had  long  defired.  After  this  fhort 
prayer  he  entreated  the  French  commandant 
(making  at  the  fame  time  the  mcfl:  humble 
apology  to  the  other  gentlemen  prefen t)  that 
he  would  be  pleafed  to  grant  him  a private  au- 
dience, that  he  might  be  able  to  explain  the  af- 
fair in  all  its  particulars  ; but  which  he  could 
net  do  in  public,  became  of  certain  perfons  who 
were  involved  in  the  bufinefs.  The  French 
officer  made  a fign  for  every  one  to  retire  ; and 
the  reverend  provincial  father,  being  alone  with 
him,  exprefied  himfelf  in  thefe  terms  : ‘‘  You 
muft  be  fenfible,  Sir,  that,  even  in  the  mofl: 
regular  and  holy  focieties,  it  is  impoffible  to 
“ prevent  Judas’  from  fometimes  appearing  ; 
“ and  he  who  now  has  drawn  this  unexpected 
“ perfecution  on  us,  for  the  fatisfaCtory  termi- 
nation  of  which  we  depend  on  you,  m*ay 

beard,  and  live  in  the  manner  of  the  Bramins,  never 
eating  publicly  any  thing  that  has  had  life,  and  never 
going  to  the  altar  without  firll:  walhing  and  purifying 
themlelves.  Virgins  pour  veflels  of  water  on  their 
heads,  and  afterwards,  drying  them,  they  put  on  the 
albe,  the  chafuble,  and  other  facerdotal  habiliments. 
This  provincial  father,  like  the  other  milhonaries  of  his 
order,  refembled  a Bramin. 
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juilly  be  called  by  that  name.  Before  that 
man  determined  to  retire  to  Goa,  there  v/ere 
“ feveral  fcandalous  Hories  came  to  my  know- 
ledge  concerning  him,  that  obliged  me  to 
reprimand  him  ^ for,  in  this  country,  when 
a man  is  once  at  the  head  of  a million,  the 
fuperior  has  no  other  right  than  that  of  re- 
primanding  him,  for  fear  of  a greater  dif- 
order.  Being  informed  that  my  remon- 
ftrances  produced  no  elFedh,  I thought  it  my 
duty  to  watch  over  all  his  adions.  Î was 
‘‘  advifed  when  he  quitted  his  cure,  and  that 
he  had  departed  to  Mangalor,  in  his  way  to 
Goa.  I followed  him  without  delay,  and 
coming  up  with  him  before  he  embarked,  Î 
eafily  obtained  an  order  from  the  comman- 
“ dant  of  Mangalor  to  prevent  his  quitting 
“ the  place  before  I had  publifhed,  in  all  the 
millions,  that  if  any  one  had  interells  to 
“ difcufs  with  that  father  he  Ihould  repair 

to 

* All  the  ChrilVian  women  in  India  that  are  married 
to  Europeans  have  the  madnefs  to  hoard  up  a private 
fum  or  fund,  which  they  entruft  to  their  priefts,  under 
the  feal  of  confefîion.  It  is  to  the  honour  of  the  mtf- 
fionaries,  that  there  is  no  inftance  of  any  complaint  of 
this  truft  having  been  abtifed.  This  cuftom  is  very 
ancient,  and  feems  to  have  originated  with  the  Portu- 
guefe.  The  monks,  at  all  events,  gain  much  money 
M z by 
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“ toMangalor  : many  perfons  repaired  thither, 
“ and  among  them  the  dame  Mequinez,  who 
“ reclaimed  two  thoufand  rupees,  a pair  of 
“ bracelets  of  rubies,  and  a collar  of  pearls, 
which  were  returned  to  her  ; as  was  ac- 
knowledged  by  an  authentic  a61:  pafTed  in  the 
“ chancellory  of  the  Portuguefe  fadfory  at 
“ Mangalor,  and  witnefled  by  the  fignature  of 
“ the  French  and  Portuguefe  fadfors.  Since 
“ the  exhibition  of  the  widow  Mequinez^s 
complaint  againfl  us,  I have  applied  to  the 
“ chief  and  chancellor  of  the  Portuguefe  fac- 
tory  * for  a copy  of  the  acl,  which  they  have 
“ conllantly  refufed, 

« To 

hy  the  praftice,  becaufe  there  are  fcarcely  any  women 
that  die,  who  previoufly  acquaint  their  hufbands  or  re- 
lations where  they  have  placed  fums  in  this  manner. 

* The  Portuguefe  had  a fa61ory  at  Mangalor,  on  an 
eminence  that  commanded  the  river.  In  this  faélory 
they  kept  a fmall  garrifon  of  thirty  Portuguefe  foldiers, 
commanded  by  a lieutenant,  who  was  at  the  fame  lime 
failor,  and  a kind  of  conful  : this  feulement  had  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  difplayed  Portuguefe  colours. 
T he  kings  of  Canara  fubmitted  to  this,  and  the  Portu- 
guefe levied  a fmall  duty,  a toll  on  the  entering  or  going 
cut  of  the  river  of  Mangalor,  which  they  pretended  to 
defend  againil  invaders.  When  theEnglifti  took  Man- 
galor in  1768,  the  Portuguefe  had  neither  the  inclina- 
|ioa  nor  the  power  to  defend  the  entrance  of  the  river 

againil 
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‘‘To  procure  this  deed,  which  is  abrolutely 
“ neceflary  for  the  right  decifion  of  the  caufe, 
“ it  will  be  proper,  Sir,  for  you  to  make  ufe 
“ of  the  authority  of  the  Nabob.  The  bearer 
“ of  his  order  muft  be  a Frenchman  who  can 
“ be  depended  on,  and  who  muft  compel  the 
“ Portuguefe  fadtor  to  exhibit  the  regifters  of 
“ his  chancellorfhip,  in  fpite  of  all  the  refift- 
“ ance  he  may  make,  on  account  of  the  honour 
“ of  his  flag  and  garrifon.  I muft  intreat  you 
“ likewife.  Sir,  to  condudf  the  bufinefs  in  fuch 
“ a manner  as  that  the  Bramin  Narlmrao  may 
“ not  be  apprized  of  the  order  given  to  force 
“ the  chief  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlement  to  com- 
“ municate  his  regifters  : for  I have  good  rea- 
“ fons  to  fufpedl  that  this  Bramin,  whofe  ava- 
“ rice  you  are  no  ftranger  to,  is  interefted  in 

the  plot,  as  well  as  the  Portuguefe  chancellor 
“ and  factor.  The  Bramin  would  not  fail,  in 
“ that  cafe,  to  advife  them  of  the  intended  or- 
“ der,  and  they  would  difpatch  the  regifters  to 

againft  the  Englifli  array.  Ayder  being  defirous  of 
conlh’uiVing  a citadel  at  Mangalor^  in  1774,  M.  Catini, 
his  engineer,  found  that  the  feite  of  the  Portuguefe 
fa61ory  was  the  prepereft  for  building  a citadel  capable 
of  defending  the  entrance  of  the  river  ; and  the  Portu- 
guefe  were  obliged  to  refign  their  factory, 
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Goa.  If  you  cannot  clear  up  the  affair  by’ 

‘‘  means  of  thefe  regifters,  you  may  write  to 
Mahé,  to  know  who  v/as  the  French  gen- 
“ tieman  v/ho  then  refided  at  Mangalor 
‘‘  You  may  then  apply  to  him,  and  perhaps 
“ his  memory  will  furnifh  you  with  means  to 
do  juftice  to  the  injured.’’ 

The  French  officer,  after  having  heard  the 
recital  of  the  provincial  father,  faid,  ‘‘  Be  at 
your  eafe,  my  reverend  father  y I will  do  my 
utmoft  to  fearch  your  affair  to  the  bottom,, 
without  giving  any  fufpicion  of  the  communi- 
cation you  have  made.” 

Madam  ‘Meq.uinez,  impatient  to  Icnow  the 
refult  of  the  provincial  father’s  conference  with 
the  French  commandant,  haffened  the  next 
morning  to  wait  upon  him.  Tliere  v/ere  then  fe- 
veral  French  officers  with  him  : he  no  fooncr  law 
her,  than  he  faid,  Madam,  the  provincial  fa- 
ther made  his  confeffion  to  me  yefterday  j you-  ' 
muff  now  abfolutely  make  yours.”  The  iadjr 
colonel,  affured  of  the  vidfory,.  confented  with 
great  readinefs  ; and  every  body  liaving  re- 

* There  was  not  then,  and  perhaps  never  was,  a 
French  factory  at  Mangalor.  The  French  gentleman^ 
of  whom  the  reverend  father  fpoke,  was  fome  merchant 
who  was  cafually  thu’e. 

tired. 
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tired,  he  addreire<l  her  thus,  How  could 
you  thoughtlefsly  precipitate  yourfelf  into  the 
abyfs  you  are  fallen  in?  You  enjoy  a great 
revenue  by  the  bounty  of  the  Nabob  ; and 
you  have  prcfamed  to  impofe  on  that  prince, 
whom  you  know  to  be  feverely  juft  : you  are. 
a Chriftian,  and  you  have  not  fcrupled  to  in- 
vent the  moft  odious  impofture,  in  hopes  of 
enriching  yourfelf  by  the  plunder  of  the 
churches  and  altars,  and  with  the  intention 
of  ftiaring  your  unjuft  demands  with  a Bramin 
and  a Monk,  whofe  wickednefs  you  are  well 
acquainted  with.  But  it  is  in  vain  that  you  hope 
any  longer  to  conceal  your  confplracy.  I am 
informed  of  every  thing  by  the  French  gentle- 
man who  refided  at  Mangalor,  and  who  will 
quickly  arrive  here,  together  with  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  Portuguefe  faâory,  who  brings 
his  regifters,  and  is  guarded  by  Seapoys.  You 
have  but  a moment  in  your  power  to  fave 
yourfelf,  by  marking  a fincere  declaration  of 
the  truth  : for  from  this  inftant  I will  caufe 
you  to  be  arrefted  and  guarded,  v/ithout  per- 
miftion  to  fpeak  to  any  one  ; and  v/hen  your 
impofture  (hall  be  proved,  you  may  expeef  that 
the  Nabob  will  punifti  you  as  you  deferve  : 
but  if,  on  the  contrary,  you  make  the  con- 
M 4 feftlon 
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fefTion  I demand,  I will  find  means  of  ter- 
minating the  affair  without  noife.”  The  wo- 
man, who  now  faw  herfelf  unmafked,  was 
aimoft  dead  at  hearing  a difcourfe  fo  unex- 
peéfed  ; and  finifhed  by  falling  on  her  knees. 
She  confefled  the  truth,  and  threw  the  blame 
on  the  Monk  at  Goa,  and  the  Bramin,  who 
had  prompted  her  with  this  infamous  contri- 
vance. The  officer  raifed  her,  with  the  afiur- 
ance,  that  by  her  confeffion  fhe  had  placed 
herfelf  out  of  all  danger  : he  then  went  out,  and 
faftened  the  door  behind  him  ; but  foon  re- 
turned with  two  officers  of  known  difcretion, 
to  whom  he  had  communicated  the  particulars 
of  what  had  pafi'ed  : and  the  dame  Mequinez, 
fuppofing  them  to  be  of  the  number  of  her 
judges,  repeated  before  them  every  thing  fhe 
had  before  avowed  to  the  commandant. 

The  provincial  father  being  fent  for,  and 
informed  of  the  confeffion  of  the  widow,  pro- 
ftrated  himfelf  on  the  earth,  and  then  raifing 
himfelf,  returned  thanks  to  God,  that  the 
truth  was  cleared  up,  and  his  brethren  juftifi- 
ed  from  the  accufation  fo  malicioufly  urged 
againil  them.  He  neverthelefs  intreated  the 
commandant  to  conceal  the  detail  of  the  affair 
from  the  Nabob  ; fearing,  as  he  laid,  the  con- 
''  fequences 


A YD  ER  ALI  KHAN. 


169 

fequences  that  might  enfue  to  the  widow  ; but 
more  probably  wifliing  to  avoid  the  enmity  of 
the  recretaryNarimrao, 

The  officer  having  informed  Ayder,  that  the 
affair  v/as  terminated,  that  prince  was  con- 
tented with  faying,  “ 1 am  perfunded  ;hat  the 
whole  is  an  iniquitous  contrivance  of  the 
widow  Mequinez  againft  the  reverend  fathers  ; 
for  I am  informed,  that  her  conduâ  is  fucli, 
as,  if  fhc  does  not  take  care,  will  finifh  by 
bringino;  no  fmall  mortification  uoon  herfelf 
However,”  added  he,  “ fince  you  and  the  re- 
verend fathers  forgive  her,  I fliall  fay  no  more 

^ Ayder  propofed  to  the  Swedilli  officer,  accomplice 
of  Turner  the  Irifhman,  to  efpoufe  this  lady  colonel, 
as  a condition  upon  which  he  would  pardon  and  reftore 
him  to  his  former  poft.  This  young  man,  aged  twen- 
ty-eight,  but  of  a fpirited  düpofition,  abfolutely  re- 
jeéled  the  offer  j faying,  he  would  rather  die  than 
marry  a woman  who  had  profti tilted  herfelf  to  all  the 
Topaffes.  His  pardon,  and  permiffion  to  retire  where 
he  pleafed,  were  the  confequence  of  this  anfwer. 
The  lady  colonel  afterwards  married  a mongrel  Por- 
tuguefe  ferjeant  ; but  fhe  was  highly  aftonifhed,  when 
♦he  Bacfi  fent  for  her  to  let  her  know  that  the  Na- 
bob had  reduced  her  to  ferjeant’s  pay,  becaufe  fhe  had 
difhonoured  the  name  of  her  former  hufband,  whofe 
fervices  had  demanded  that  the  woman  who  bore  his  • 
name  fliould  .not  bç  without  the  means  of  fubfifting 
reputably, 

of 
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of  it.”  He  immediately  gave  orders  to  remove 
the  guard  he  had  placed  over  the  Jefuits.  The 
good  fathers  were  not,  however,  difpofed  to  par- 
don the  lady  fpiritually  : fhe  was  excommuni- 
cated, and  condemned  to  public  penance  ; to 
Vi^hich,  though  it  may  feem  aftonifhing,  fhe  fub- 
mitted  with  much  apparent  refignation.  The 
provincial  father,  in  his  letter,  written  to  in- 
form all  the  miffions  of  the  means  by  which  his 
innocence  was  cleared  up,  fpoke  highly  of  the 
French  officer  ; who,  he  faid,  was  in  the 
higheft  favour  with  the  Nabob.  This  eulo- 
gium  produced  a letter  from  the  archbifhop  of 
Cochin,  who  recommended  to  him  a Malabar 
prieft,  of  the  number  of  the  Chriflians  of  St, 
Thomas,  whofe  diocefan  the  archbifliop  was. 
He  was  deputed,  together  with  three  other 
laymen  of  his  country,  to  requeft  of  Ayder 
the  permiffion  to  keep  fire-arms,  under  the 
pretence  that,  by  not  being  armed,  they  ran 
the  rifk  of  being  robbed  by  the  Nayres  and 
the  foldiers  of  the  Nabob.  The  officer,  who 
imagined  he  might  fafely  give  credit  to  the 
archbifhop’s  letter,  was  much  furprifed  when 
Ayder  faid,  he  was  no  ftranger  to  the  anti- 
pathy that  fomented  their  quarrel.  “ Thefe 
people,”  faid  he,  have  been  difarmed,  becaufe 

they 
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they  aflaffinated  each  other,  being  always  at 
enmity  on  account  of  their  priefts,  who  are 
of  different  cafts  : I fhall  take  care  to  place 
fafeguards  in  the  country,,  to  prevent  my 
people  from  molefling  them,  and  1 fhall  fend 
troops  fufficient  to  difperfe  the  Nayres.” 

Thefe  Chriftians  of  St.  Thomas  are  of  very 
ancient  origin,  being  fettled  in  India  before  the 
arrival  of  the  Portugiiefe.  It  is  demonftrated,. 
that  their  St.  Thomas  was  not  the  difciple  of 
Jefus  Chrift.  They  are  partly  in  fubjedfion 
to  the  Pope^  and  partly  under  the  patriarch 
of  the  Chaldeans,  v/ho  refides  at  Merdin  in 
Mefopotamia.  This  divifion  caufes  them  to 
deteff  each  other  ; and,  proEting  by  the  trou- 
bles of  their  country,  they  were  mutually 
engaged  in  a cruel  war,,  when  Ayder  caufed 
them  to  be  difarmed.  The  deputies  Vv^ho'  came 
to  Coilmoutour  were  flout  men,  with  a fero- 
cious air  and  manner  : they  had  the  figure  of 
a fmall  crofs  above  their  nofe  punctured  in 
the  fkin,  and  a large  fear  on  the  right  cheek, 
caufed  by  the  recoil  of  their  mufquets.  The 
archbifhop,  in  his  letter,  offered  to  the  com- 
mandant two  young  Eaves,  who,  he  faid,  he 
had  himfelf  educated,  and  were  qualified  to  ren- 
der fer vices  both  of  utility  and  pleafure,  being  in- 

itrudted 
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ftru(?i;ed  in  writing  and  in  mufic.  As  he  did  not 
obtain  his  defire,  he  fent  an  inconfiderable  pre- 
fent;  with  an  cxcufe,  that  the  young  flaves, 
at  the  moment  of  their  departure,  had  cried 
and  wept  fo  immoderately,  that  his  feelings 
would  not  fufFer  him  to  part  with  them.  To 
this  prefent  were  added  a vaft  number  of  bene- 
dictions, and  a promife  that  he  would  write 
to  the  Pope,  then  Clement  XÏIÎ. 

The  fame  officer  was  employed  by  Ayder 
in  a law-fuit  between  the  French  and  Engliffi 
factors  refident  at  Calicut.  A merchant  of 
that  city  had  long  been  indebted  to  the  French 
company  ; and  having  received  a confiderable 
quantity  of  wood  from  Ayder,.  the  French 
factor  agreed  with  him,  that  he  fhould  pay 
his  debt  in  that  commodity,  which  was  much 
wanted  at  Pondicherry,  or  the  entire  re- 
building that  town,  lately  deftroyed  by  the 
Englith,  The  quantity  fold  to  the  French 
factor  being  arrived  at  Calicut,  the  Englifh 
faCtor  prevailed  on  the  Raja  of  Coilmoutour 
to  feize  it,  on  pretence  that  the  Engliffi  com- 
pany had  a prior  claim  on  the  merchant  : the 
Raja,  who  was  gained  by  the  Englifh,  adjudg- 
ed, after  hearing  the  parties,  that  the  Englifh 
factor  fhould  have  the  wood  ; which  was  ac- 
cordingly 
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cordingly  carried  by  him  to  his  fa£lory  : but 
on  the  appeal  that  the  French  commandant 
made  to  the  Nabob  himfelf,  the  Raja  ordered 
the  aiFair  to  remain  in  its  then  ftate,  till  the 
decifion  of  the  fovereign  was  known.  He 
wrote  at  the  fame  time  in  favour  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  j and  the  French  fa£tor,  perfuaded  of  the 
goodnefs  of  his  caufe,  begged  the  comman- 
dant of  Europeans  to  intercede  in  his  favour. 
This  officer  having  impartially  informed  Ayder 
of  the  difference  between  the  fadors,  the  Na- 
bob made  him  this  anfwer  : Neither  you 

nor  I are  fufficiently  informed  to  decide  on 
this  affair,  efpecially  as  our  attention  is  re- 
quired to  things  of  more  confequence  : but,  that 
juftice  may  be  done,  I have  written  to  the 
Raja  of  Coilmoutour,  to  put  the  decifion 
into  the  hands  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Portuguefe, 
Danifh,  and  Dutch  fadlors  ; and  whatever  their 
judgment  may  be,  to  put  it  in  execution.” 

In  purfuance  of  this  order,  the  delegated 
judges  decided  in  favour  of  the  French  ; but 
the  Englifh  factor,  to  render  the  judgment  il- 
lufory,  caufed  all  the  wood  to  be  fawed  up,  fa 
that  it  was  rendered  unfit  for  any  ufe,  except 
jfco  be  burned  : a piece  of  bufinefs  that  he  could 
not  have  performed  without  the  connivance  of 

the 
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the  Raja,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  have  placed  a 
guard  over  the  wood.  The  French  fadtor,  not 
Feing  able  to  receive  it  in  that  ftate,  wrote  to 
the  Nabob,  informing  him  of  this  difgraceful 
manoeuvre.  On  the  account  given  by  the 
French  officer,  Ayder  immediately  wrote  to  the 
Raja  to  repair  to  court  with  the  utmoft  dif- 
patch.  The  governor  had  no  fooner  received 
this  order,  than,  fufpedfing  the  bufinefs,  he  fent 
for  the  Englifh  fadfor  and  the  wood-merchant, 
and  fent  the  latter  to  the  French  fadlory  to  of- 
fer payment  of  the  fum  due  to  the  company. 
The  French  chief,  bound  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  his  employers,  could  not  refufe  accept- 
ing a payment  that  was  much  more  advanta- 
geous than  the  wood  -,  and  accordingly  gave  the 
merchant  a difcharge. 

The  Raja,  furnifhed  with  this  piece,  de- 
parted to  wait  upon  Ayder  ; who  demanded, 
on  feeing  him,  how  the  affair  was  terminated 
between  the  French  and  Englifh  ? The  Raja, 
without  being  difconcerted,  anfwered  with  an 
affedled  laugh  : ‘‘  The  Englifli  have  loft  their 
caufe  ; but,  as  they  had  fpoiled  the  wood 
without  waiting  for  the  judgment,  I have 
forced  them  to  pay  the  value  in  money  j and 
the  French  have  given  the  merchant  an  ac- 
I quittance, 
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t^uittance,  which  he  has  put  into  my  hands.’’ 
Ayder,  who  was  not  the  dupe  of  his  artifice, 
took  this  occafion  to  demand  an  account  of  the 
revenues  and  difburfements  of  the  country  he 
governed  ; and  nominated  commiffioners  to  re- 
ceive his  accounts.  Though  the  Raja  did  not 
feem  abaflied  at  the  difcourfe  of  his  fovereign, 
yet  he  retired  extremely  chagrined  that  his  ftra- 
tagem  had  been  turned  againfl;  himfelf.  On  in- 
fpedbing  his  accounts,  the  committee  condemn- 
ed the  governor  to  pay  three  or  four  lacs  of  ru- 
pees * to  the  Nabob.  To  obtain  either  time  or 
a mitigation  of  part  of  the  fum,  he  complained 
for  fome  days  of  the  rigour  of  this  judgment  ; 
which  he  affirmed  would  ruin  him,  as  he  pro- 
teffed  he  was  not  pofTefTed  of  fo  large  a fum. 
On  his  refufal,  Ayder  placed  guards  about  his 
palace,  to  prevent  water  from  being  brought 
him,  becaufe,  as  a Bramin,  he  was  obliged  to 
wafh  himfelf  many  times  in  the  day.  This 
flep  forced  him  to  open  a fecret  repofitory  of 
treafure  in  the  very  palace  in  which  Ayder 

* The  lac  is  one  hundred  thoufand  rupees.  In  turn- 
ing rupees  into  fterlihg  money,  they  are,  in  India, 
eftimated  at  thirty  pence,  or  half  a crown  each,  tlm’ 
the  average  value  of  the  coin  does  not  exceed  twenty- 
feven  pence. 


then 
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then  refided,  but  which  is  the  ordinary  refi- 
dence  of  the  Raja. 

A French  furgeon,  who  had  cured  him  of  a 
fecret  diforder  for  the  fum  of  one  thoufand  ru- 
pees, half  paid  in  hand,  and  the  other  half  due, 
by  a written  promife  to  pay  when  the  cure 
was  completed,  not  being  able  to  obtain  the 
latter  five  hundred,  though  the  cure  had  long 
been  made,  thought  the  prefent  inftant  favour- 
able to  his  defire  of  being  paid.  Ayder  having 
heard  his  complaint,  faid,  “ Do  as  I did  : let 
no  water  come  into  his  houfe  till  you  are 
paid.”  “ But  I have  no  foldiers,”  replied  the 
furgeon.  But  you  have  friends  that  have,” 
anfwered  the  Nabob.  Upon  \yhich  advice  the 
furgeon  colledlcd  a number  of  French  foldiers, 
by  promifing  them  a part  of  the  fum  : they 
took  pofieffion  of  the  palace-gate  ; and  the  wa- 
ter-carriers not  daring  to  approach,  the  furgeon 
♦ received  payment  of  his  note,  to  the  great  di- 
verfion  of  Ayder,  who,  notwithftanding  what 
had  pafled,  did  not  remove  the  Raja  from  his 
government. 

Ayder  Ali,  though  in  the  midfi;  of  the  moft 
brilliant  of  courts,  had  become  uneafy  and 
thoughtful  fince  the  departure  of  Mafibus  Khan 
for  Ayder  Abad.  This  lord,  after  making  the 
7 utmoil 
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utmofl  difpatch  to  arrive  at  the  court  of  Ni- 
zam Dowla,  Suba  of  Decan,  had  difpatched 
letters  which  removed  the  fufpenfe  of  Ayder, 
and  confirmed  the  intelligence  given  by  the 
Irifh  officer.  He  fent  word  that  the  Englifh, 
by  means  of  the  Divan  * Rocum  Dawla,  had 
determined  Nizam  to  carry  the  war  into  Mayf- 
four  ; that  all  the  friends  of  Ayder  had  in  vain 
attempted  to  diffuade  him  from  the  defign  ; and 
that,  having  given  himfelf  up  entirely  to  the 
fuggeftions  of  his  Divan,  he  had  beflowed  the 
command  of  his  army  on  General  Smith,  who 
had  brought  a confiderable  corps  of  Europeans 
and  Seapoys  from  Madras. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  authentic  advice, 
Ayder  determined  to  defer  his  expedition  a- 
gainfl  Travancour  till  a more  favourable  op- 
portunity, and  to  march  to  Syringpatnam,  the 
capital  of  Mayflbur,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  meet 
his  enemies.  Ayder  had  been  long  abfent  from 

* Rocum  Dawla  was  brother-in-law  to  Mehemet 
Ali  Khan,  whom  the  Englifh  had  made  Nabob  of  Ar- 
cot.  The  title’of  Divan  formerly  hgnlfied  the  empe- 
ror’s envoy,  charged  with  the  railing  or  receiving  of 
the  taxes  and  tributes  j but  at  prefent  it  lignifies  the 
Minifter  and  keeper  of  the  great  leal  of  the  Suba. 
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this  kingdom,  in  which  he  firft.faw  the  li^ht, 
and  where  his  fortune  firft  began  to  difclofe  it- 
felf.  He  was  about  to  return,  as  one  of  the 
greateft  fovereigns  in  India,  to  a kingdom  he 
had  left  in  the  capacity  of  a fubjeâ:  ; for  the 
Day  vas,  notwithftanding  their  great  power, 
are  only  the  firft  fubjedts  of  the  king.  It  was 
the  defire  of  Ayder  to  make  his  entrance  with 
all  the  pomp  and  ftate  his  rank  demanded,  and 
his  Savari  was  therefore  very  numerous  and 
brilliant.  His  daily  march  was  a kind  of  tri- 
umph.-^The  defcription  ~we  ftiall  proceed  to 
give  will  be  fo  much  the  more  agreeable  to  the 
reader,  as  it  will  convey  an  idea  of  the  magni- 
ficence of  ,.the  Afiatic  procefllons. 

Ayder  left  Coilmoutour  with  a fine  army 
.of  about  £fty  thoufand  men  ; of  which  eigh- 
teen thoufand  were  cavalry,  extremely  well 
mounted,  .twenty  thoufand  Seapoys,  and  four 
ythoufand  Topaftes,  with  their  uniforms. 

Every  day  of  the  march  the  cavalry  lined 
the  right  fide  of  the  road  by  which  the  Nabob 
and  his  attendants  were  to  pafs.  The  prince 
was  faluted  by  all  the  officers  and  the  ftandards. 
When  all  the  elephants  on  which  the  great 
men  were  mounted  had  defiled  before  one  corps 
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•ot  the  cavalry,  that  corps  turned  about  to  the 
left,  and  rode  full  fpeed  to  take  their  place  at 
the  other  end  of  the  line.  A company  of  huf- 
fars,  and  one  of  dragoons,  which  formed  the 
whole  of  the  European  cavalry,  took  the  poll 
of  honour,  and  were  the  flrft  to  falute  the  Na- 
bob ; after  which  they  placed  themfclves  at 
the  head  of  the  proceffion  : they  were  pre- 
ceded by  fifty  couriers,  well  clothed,  and 
mounted  on  dromedaries.  Next  marched  two 
elephants  bearing  the  great  fiiandards  of  the  Sa- 
vari,  being  gold  embroidery  on  a blue  ground  ; 
one  reprefenting  the  fun,  and  the  other  the 
moon  and  fiars.  After  the  two  elephants 
marched  that  which  carries  the  great  timbals, 
•called  the  grand  Tomtom  : they  continually 
found  during  the  time  the  Savari  is  in  motion, 
and  may  be  heard  at  the  difiance  of  more  than 
a league  ; there  is  even  fomething  grand  and 
majefiic  in  the  noife  ; — the  orders  of  the  ge- 
neral are  communicated  to  all  the  army  by 
means  of  thefe  infiruments.  After  this  ele- 
phant came  four  others,  carrying  the  mufic  of 
the  Savari,  confifting  of  fmall  timbals,  haut- 
bois, flutes,  and  trumpets,  the  performers  be- 
ing thirty-two  in  number.  Five  elephants, 
called  elephants  of  war,  fucceeded  the  four  : 
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they  carry  towers,  or  a kind  of  o£fagon  chair, 
on  their  backs,  which  are  bound  with  iron, 
and  ftrongly  fixed  to  the  faddle  of  the  elephant 
by  ftraps  and  iron  chains.  In  each  of  thefe 
chairs  are  fix  warriors,  armed  from  head  to 
foot  in  armour  which  is  mufquet-proof  3 their 
ofFenfive  arms  being  fufils,  and  a fpecies  of 
blunderbufs  of  a very  large  conical  bore,  that 
difcharge  a whole  handful  of  balls  at  once. 
One  of  thefe  elephants  is  intended  for  the 
Nabob,  but  he  never  makes  ufe  of  it  in  any 
battle. 

The  procelfion  of  elephants  was  fucceeded 
by  two  companies  of  Cafifres  or  Abyffinian 
borfe.  The  men  were  completely  armed, 
C)ne  company  having  their  arms  pollfhed,  and 
the  other  bronzed,  and  both  had  large  plumes 
of  red  and  black  oftrich  feathers  on  their  hel- 
mets, which  hung  down  their  backs  to  the 
horfes  crupper  : they  bore  lances,  the  fieel  work 
of  which  was  highly  polifhed  ; and  the  har- 
nefs  of  their  horfes  was  red,  with  black  filk 
fringes.  The  cavalry  was  followed  by  a 
number  of  men  on  foot,  habited  like  Caleros  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  almoft  naked,  with  large  filk 
fcarfs,  and  clofe  drawers,  reaching  to  the 
middle  of  the  thigh  : they  carried  long  lances, 

orna- 
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ornamented  with  oftrich  feathers  and  fmall 
bells,  that  were  made  to  found  by  the  mo- 
tion of  their  march.  The  Caleros  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a body  of  men  carrying  fmall  ban- 
ners, or  flags  of  a red  ground,  with  flames 
of  filver. 

The  lance-bearers  ufually  follow  the  prince 
to  the  chace  : they  are  habituated  to  tra- 
verfe  the  mountains  and  foreils  : the  bearers 
of  fmall  ftandards  are  fent  as  fafeguards  to 
towns,  villages,  and  caftles  : the  appearance 
of  thefe  colours  is  fufficient  to  prevent  the  fol- 
diery  from  entering  any  place  ; but  the  ma- 
giftrates  mufi:  attend  at  the  gates  or  barriers, 
to  furnifh  the  army,  upon  payment,  with  every 
thing  they  may  want. 

After  this  crowd  of  people  on  foot  came 
the  Baras  à demi,  or  nobility  following  the 
court,  marching  as  they  pleafed,  in  order, 
though  without  diflincSlion  of  rank  ; gene- 
rals, bahaders,  and  even  princes,  marched  in- 
difcriminately  with  Ample  volunteers.  No- 
thing could  be  more  brilliant  than  this  troop  : 
they  were  armed  from  head  to  foot,  and 
mounted  on  the  mofl:  beautiful  horfes  : their 
arms  were  damalked  and  encrufted  with  gold 
and  filver  5 many  had  their  cafques  orna- 
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merited  with  white  feathers,,,  formed  of  p&arlS’ 
and  precious  ftones  ; and  great  numbers  had 
coats  of  mail,,  gilt  and  enamelled  the  bri-^ 
dies  of  their  horfes  were  enriched  with 
pearls  and  other  valuable  ftones,.  and  with 
plumes  of  feathers.  The  number  of  this 
troop  varied  every  day,  they  being  volun- 
teers ; but  it  was  ufually  about  hx  hundred.. 
They  all  had  aftagueris  ^^  varioufly  enriched. 

The  nobility  were  fucceeded  by  eight  ef- 
quires  or  huntfmen  of  the  Nabob,  mounted 
on  fuperb  horfes,  and  followed  by  twelve 
grooms  on  foot,  each  leading  one  of  the  Na- 
bob's horfes,  richly  harnefled  : the  firfl;  of  thefe 
horfes  was  a prefent  from  the  general  of  the 
Marattas  to  Ayder,  and  was  extremely  fingu- 
lar  : he  was  of  a moufe-grey  colour,  with  a 
white  mane  as  brilliant  as  filver,  and  fo  thick 
and  long,  that  it  reached  to  the  ground  ; it 
v/as  tied  together  with  a ribband  ; his  tail  was 
anfv/erable  in  beauty  to  his  mane  r but  the  molt 
remarkable  circumftance  was,  that  he  had  a 
natural  covering  of  a clear  bay  colour,,  which. 

* The  aflagueri  is  a parafol,  not  horizontal  but 
perpendicular,  formed  of  a rich  fluff,  embroidered  with 
gold  or  filver.  It  is  carried  by  men  on  foot  at  the  end 
of  a long  ftaff,  painted  and  gilt. 
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«tfèpendéd  ^ as  low  as  his  mid-thigh,  and  which 
commencing  at  the  withers,  finifhed  at  a fmall 
diftance  from  the  crupper  : on  this  mantle 
Bowers  were  artificially  painted  ; fo  that,  tho* 
the  horfe  was  abfolutely  naked,,  it  was  necef- 
fary  to>  be  very  near' him,  in  order  to  perceive 
that  he  was  not  covered  v/ith-a  cloth,  of  fome^ 
kind. 

After  the  led  horfes  followed  a troop  of  run- 
ning footmen,  with  black  haves  headed  with 
gold, ..who  were  fucceeded  by  twelve  ufhers  or 
Sauquedars  on  horfeback,  carrying  filver  maces: 
with  fmall  crowns  at  top.  After  thefe  came 
the  grand  officers  of  the  houfehold,  as  the 
heward,  the  chief  u^her,^  the  fword-bearer,.&c. 
they  had  each  a large  collar  or  chain  of  gold- 
depending  on  their  breaft,  as  marks  of  their 
dignity.  Thefe  officers  preceded  the  grand  al- 
moner or  Perjada,  who  marched  alone,  mount- 
ed on  an  elephant  covered  v/ith  green.  He  was 
immediately  before  the  Nabob  himfeif,  who  rode 
on  the  white  elephant  of  the  queen  of  Cana- 
ra,  an  animal  formerly  worfhipped  as  an  idol,  , 
but  now:  in  a flate  of  flavery,  having  large  fdver 
rings  on  his  feet,  v/ith  chains  of  the  fame  metal.. 
This  elephant,,  which  is  faid  to  be  equal  in  va- 
lue to  a thoufand  others,  was  far  fuperior  to 
N 4 them 
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them  in  height  and  magnitude  : he  was  covered 
with  yeîlov/5  ^ colour  much  afFedled  by  the  em- 
peror and  the  Subas.  The  pavilion  in  which 
the  Nabob  fat  was  covered  with  fluff  of  the 
fame  colour,  and  had  no  other  ornament  than 
four  fmall  globes  of  filver  ; except  that  on  each 
fide,  by  filler  chains,  hung  fmall  hatchets  or 
axes,  fuch  as  the  Samorin  has  carried  before 
him.  It  is  the  cuftom  of  the  Indians  to  affume 
the  marks  of  honour  of  thofe  they  have  van- 
quifhed.  The  elephant  bore  on  his  head  a kind 
cf  buckler  of  fiver  gilt,  that  reprefented  a fun  : 
he  was  led  by  tv/o  condudlors,  the  one  ranked 
as  captain  of  horfe  in  the  Nabob’s  guard,  and 
the  other  was  his  ufual  keeper.  In  a fmall  pa- 
vilion behind  the  Nabob  was  a valet,  to  fupply’ 
him  with  betel  ; and  on  each  fide  an  attendant 
flood  upright  on  the  foot-ftep,  holding  by  the 
pavilion  with  one  hand,  and  having  in  the  other 
a large  inftrument  to  difperfe  the  flies,  made  of 
white  peacocks  feathers,  which  he  caufcd  to 
move  circularly,  and  produced  a Angular  effedl: 
at  a difliance.  About  two  hundred  elephants  fol- 
lowed that  of  the  Nabob,  two  and  two  : they 
were  rode  by  only  three  perfons,  the  mafter, 
the  condudfor,  and  an  attendant  in  the  fmall 
pavilion.  The  coverings  and  pavilions  of 

thefe 
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thefe  elephants  were  very  different  in  colour  and 
magnificence  : fome  were  bordered  with  gold 
and  filver  lace  : many  of  the  pavilions  were 
wrought  filver  ; and  there  were  fome  even  en- 
riched with  precious  ftones,  as  were  thofe  of  the 
fon  of  Ayder,  and  fome  others.  The  young 
prince  was  on  the  left  of  his  father,  and  Raza 
Saeb  on  his  right,  but  their  elephants  were  not 
more  than  half  the  fize  of  that  of  the  Nabob. 

After  all  the  elephants  in  proceifion,  came 
what  are  in  India  called  the  honours,  borne  by 
five  elephants.  The  firft  carried  a mofque 
of  gold  or  filver  gilt,  and  of  exquifite  work- 
manfliip,  covered  with  white  fattin,  that  was 
taken  off  when  the  proceffion  came  near  any 
town  or  city  ; the  fécond  carried,  at  the  extre- 
mity of  a red  ftaff,  the  head  of  a fifh,  whofe 
fcales  were  formed  of  jewels  and  enamel,  and 
a long  horfe’s  tail  depended  from  the  fame  ; 
the  third  carried  a large  flambeau  of  white  wax 
in  a chandelier  of  gold,  or  filver  gilt  ; the  fourth 
bore  two  fmall  pots  of  gold,  called  chambou, 
at  the  end  of  a large  red  fiaff  ; and,  laftly,  the 
fifth  elephant  carried  a kind  of  round  chair 
without  a canopy,  covered  on  the  outfide  with 
ivory  inlaid,  and  ornamented  with  gold  *.  Af- 

* All  thefe  honours  are  allegoripl,  and  exprelfive  of 
the  virtues  a fovereign  ought  to  poffefs. 
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ter  the  honours  followed  two  companies  of 
Abyflinians  on  horfebaek  like  the  two  firft  ; 
and  the  proceffion  was  clofed  by  two  hundred 
CafFres  on  foot,  clothed  in  fcarlet,  with  filver 
collars,,  and  armed  with  lances  varnifhed  black,, 
and  interfperfed  with  filver  gilding  : all  the 
train  was  inclofed  between  a double  rank  of 
men  on  foot,  clothed  m v/hite  filk,.having  lances 
in  their  hands  about  fourteen  feet  long,  varnifh- 
ed black,,  and  adorned  with  plates  of  filver, 
at  the  armed  en '^3  of  which  were  fmall  red' 
ftreamers  with  filver  flames  : the  lance-men. 
marched  at  fuch  a diftance  from  each  other  as 
to  inclofe  the  whole  by  joining  their  lances. 

This  grand  proceffion,  on  its  march  in  the' 
plain,  had  the  moft  fuperb  and  ftriking  effedf. 

Ayder  was  every  where  received  with  the  moft' 
lively  exprefîions  of  joy  ; the  higheft  honours 
were  rendered  him,  and  the  people  crouded. 
to  fee  him,  while  their  acclamations,  of  Long 
live  Ayder  !”  were incefîàntly  reiterated.  Every 
village,  town,  and  city,,  was  ornamented  ; trium- 
phal arcs,,  and  other  edifices,  were  ereifted  in. 
various  places,  according  to  the  riches  of  the  in- 
habitants ; the  houfes,,  and  even  the  walls,  of 
towns  and  fortreffes  were  paintedj  or  at  leaft 
new  white-wafhed  governors,  commandants, 
and  other  great  men>  came  out  in  ftate  with 

their 
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theîr  retinues,  preceded  by  muficians,  fingers, 
and  dancers,  known  by  the  name  of  Bayaderes, 
to  meet  the  fovereign  ; flowers  and  fweet  wa- 
ter were  difperfed  in  his  paflage,  and  the  cannon 
were  heard  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  It  was 
in  this  triumphant  march  that  he  met  his  bro- 
ther-in-law, Modlum  AH  Khan,  at  the  diflrance 
of  about  a league  from  Syringpatnam.  This 
potentate  was  at  the  head  of  a numerous  re- 
tinue mounted  on  elephants,  and  marched  be- 
fore Ayder  to  th^  ifland,  where  tents  were 
magnificently  drefled  out  near  the  city  walls  : 
ail  the  army  encamped  on  the  ifland,  and  the 
fituation  of  the  camp  brought  to  every  one’s 
recolleéfion  the  great  danger  Ayder  had  avoids 
ed  in  the  time  of  Canero  at  the  fame  place. 

Ayder  came  into  Mayfibur  v/ithout  any  fear 
of  the  events  that  might  arife  in  the  war  he 
fuppofed  himfelf  to  be  engaged  in  with  the  Suba 
of  Decan  : he  perfeélly  knew  the  indolent  and 
enervated  charadler  of  that  prince,  and  had  no 
apprehenfions  from  his  army,  which  v/as  defec- 
tive in  the  efiential  articles  of  difcipline,  arms, 
and  pay,  and  whofe  chiefs,  being  proprietors  of 
their  own  troops,  were  his  friends  and  partifanSo 
From  this  lafl:  circumfiance  he  was  allured  that 
General  Smith  could  make  no  movements 

without 
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without  his  receiving  advice  of  them.  As  he 
was  abufed  by  Mirza,  his  brother-in-law,  who 
every  day  gave  him  reafon  to  think  the  truce 
with  the  Marattas  would  be  foon  renewed,  he 
went  forward  with  chearfulnefs,  and  in  fpirits  ; 
and  arrived  at  Syringpatnam  with  the  convic- 
tion that  he  could  eafily  parry  every  attempt 
of  his  enemies.  But  his  aftonifhment  was 
extreme,  when  Moétum  Ali  Khan  informed 
him  that  there  was  reafon  to  fufpedl  the  fide- 
lity of  Mirza  Ali  Khan  ; fince  he  had  learn- 
ed that  the  army  of  the  Marattas,  to  the  num- 
ber of  150,000  men,  was  on  its  march  from 
Poni,  with  the  young  prince  Madurao^,  Nana 
of  the  Marattas,  at  their  head,  who  was  then 
beginning  his  firfi:  campaign  ; his  march  being 
directed  towards  Scirra,  as  Mirza  could  not  but 
know,  fince  he  had  envoys  at  Madurao’s 
court. 

* Madurao  was  the  fon  of  Balagirao,  a Bramin,  who 
had  rendered  the  poll  of  general  of  the  Marattas  here- 
ditary in  his  family.  This  young  prince  was  then  no 
more  than  eighteen  years  old,  and  poflëfTed  the  moft  un- 
common fhare  of  virtue  and  ability  : his  uncle  Raguba 
caufed  him  to  be  alTaflinated.  Nana  fignifies  father  : it 
is  a name  of  honour  given  to  Balagirao  by  the  Marattas, 
which  now  ferves  as  a title  to  his  defcendants.  The  ge- 
neral being  called  Nana,  the  king  has  no  authority,  1 
and  only  aéls,  like  that  of  Mayflbur,  in  the  ceremonies 
of  religion. 

To 
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To  conceive  the  trouble  and  aftonifhment 
of  Ayder  at  this  news,  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
know,  that  Mirza  Ali  Khan,  his  brother-in- 
law  and  coufin,  was  the  moft  beloved  by  him 
of  all  his  relations  : he  had  educated  him  him- 
felf  ; and  the  young  lord,  endued  with  the 
moft  eftimable  qualities,  had  always  appeared 
full  of  gratitude  and  tender  attachment.  The 
great  confidence  Ayder  had  repofed  in  his  vir- 
tues induced  him  to  think  that  he  could  not, 
in  fpite  of  his  youth,  place  the  important  go- 
vernment of  Scirra  in  better  hands.  The 
only  precaution  he  took  was  that  which  he 
commonly  ufed  with  all  his  governors,  name- 
ly, to  give  him  a minifter,  or  principal  fecre- 
tary,  whofe  fidelity  he  could  depend  on  ; and 
who  had  orders  to  give  an  accurate  account  of 
the  condudf  of  his  brother-in-law. 

This  man,  who,  like  mofi:  courtiers,  had 
concealed  his  ambition,  and  the  bad  principles 
that  aétuated  him,  conceived  the  hope  of  mak- 
ing his  fortune  by  means  of  Mirza.  He  un- 
dertook to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  young 
prince  by  flattery,  and  by  condefcending  to  all 
his  wifhes,  or,  in  other  words,  to  all  his  weak- 
nelTes, 
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Mirza  was  young,  generous,  and  addii9:ed 
to  pleafure,  and  diffipated  the  revenues  of  his 
government  in  his  amufements,  inffead  of  re- 
ferving  a part,  according  to  the  orders  of  Ay- 
<ler.  The  Bramin,  his  fecretary,  fo  far  from 
advifing  the  Nabob,  as  he  had  engaged  to  do, 
or  at  leaf};  remonftrating  to  his  young  mafler, 
flattered  him  that  he  would  have  time  to  ar- 
range his  accounts,  in  cafe  Ayder  fhould  de- 
mand them,  and  to  amafs  a fum  fufficient  to 
cover  the  deficiency,  before  the  Nabob,  then 
engaged  in  the  war  on  the  coafl:  of  Malabar, 
would  think  of  vifiting  Scirra.  Mirza  fuf- 
fered  himfelf  to  be  perfuaded  by  the  adulation 
of  his  fecretary  ; and,  continuing  his  impru- 
dent extravagance,  reduced  the  finances  of  his 
government  to  the  utmoft  diforder. 

Ayder,  who  thought,  it  proper  to  keep  his 
brother-in-law  in  fome  fear,  and  concealed  his 
projedf  of  making  war  on  Travancour,  wrote 
to  Mirza,  giving  him  commifîion  to  renew 
the  truce  with  the  Marattas  ; and  at  the  fame 
time  acquainted  him  of  his  intention  to  re- 
pair to  Syringpatnam  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  afterwards  to  Scirra.  He  likewife  gave 
orders  to  take,  out  of  the  money  in  referve  at 

Scirra, 
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-Scirra,  a Turn  fufficient  to  obtain  the  renewal  of 
•the  truce  with  the  Marattas. 

This  letter,  fufFiciently  perplexing  to  Mirza 
in  every  particular  of  its  contents,  gave  him 
much  anxiety  and  trouble  : but  the  Bramin, 
finding  the  occafion  favourable  for  averting  the 
ftorm  that  threatened  him  {till  more  than  his 
mafter,  addrelTed  him  thus  : If  you  have 

fkill  to  feize  the  opportunity  that  Ayder  pre- 
fents  to  you,  you  will  not  only  be  out  of  all 
cmbarrafiment,  but  may  become  an  indepen~ 
dent  fovereign.  Send  me  among  the  Marat- 
tas,  under  the  pretence,  and  with  a commifiion 
to  renew  the  truce,  and  I will  treat  with  Ma- 
durao,  and  the  national  council,  in  fuch  a man- 
ner, that  they  will  with  pleafure  acknowledge 
you  fovereign  of  the  country  you  command  ; 
and  for  a fmall  tribute  they  will  engage  to  de- 
fend you,  as  they  defire  nothing  more  than 
to  diminifh  the  power  of  Ayder,  who  has  taken 
this  very  country  from  them.” 

The  infinuations  of  the  Bramin,  ambition, 
the  pleafure  of  being  independent,  the  fear  of 
Ayder’s  arrival,  and  perhaps,  more  than  any 
thing  elfe,  that  falfe  fhame  which  prevents 
young  people  from  recanting  an  error,  deter- 
mined this  prince  to  betray  his  truft.  He  fuf- 

feted 
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fered  the  Bramin  to  depart,  giving  him  a corn- 
million  to  treat  with  the  Marattas  as  he 
thought  proper.  This  faithlefs  minifter  found 
the  Marattas  very  much  difpofed  to  liften  to 
him.  There  was  an  Englifh  envoy  at  Poni 
who  propofed  to  them  to  attack  Ayder,  at  the 
fame  time  that  Nizam  and  the  Endifli  at- 

O 

tacked  him  on  their  fide.  The  arrival  of  the 
envoy  determined  the  grand  national  council 
to  make  war  on  the  Nabob  ; but  Madurao, 
though  very  young,  poflefled  courage  and 
greatnefs  of  foul,  and  would  not  confent  to 
form  any  alliance  with  a traitor.  ‘‘  I will 
not,”  faid  he,  “ confent  to  make  war  upon 
Ayder,  unlefs  he  refufes  to  pay  the  Chotay  f ; 

and, 

* PonI  is  the  fécond  capital  of  the  Maratta  coun- 
try, the  refidence  of  the  general  and  the  national 
council,  and  the  place  where  the  army  annually  af- 
fembles. 

f The  Chotay  is  the  feventh  part  of  the  revenue  of 
the  Subalhip  of  Decan  and  its  dependencies,  which 
Aurengzebe  granted  to  the  Marattas.  It  is  not  regu- 
larly paid  i but  the  Marattas  raife  contributions  in 
confeqoence  of  their  claim,  which  are  regulated  ac- 
cording to  their  power,  and  the  riches  of  the  ftate  that 
pays  them.  Ayder,  who  poflefles  confiderable  trails 
of  country,  as  Mayllbur,  &c.  that  owe  the  Chotay, 
in  virtue  of  Aurengzebe’s  gift,  has  never  fubmitted  to 
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and,  in  that  cafe,  the  Maratta  army  will  be 
fufficient  to  compel  him,  without  requiring  an 
alliance  with  any  one,  much  lefs  with  a trai- 
tor.’’ In  fpite  of  the  generous  fentiments  of 
this  young  prince,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
determine  the  general  council  ; and  he  was 
obliged  to  conform  to  their  decifion. 

The  very  day  following  that  on  which 
Moctum  had  apprized  him  of  the  infidelity  of 
Mirza,  Ayder  received  news  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Marattas  into  the  country  of  Scirra.  It 
was  in  the  highefl:  degree  afilidling  to  him, 
when  he  heard  that  his  brother-in-law,  to 
complete  his  ingratitude,  had  joined  his  ene- 
mies with  the  very  army  that  was  intrufted 
to  his  charge  ; and  that  he  had  engaged  to  ad- 

this  payment;  infifting,  that  no  one  has  any  right  to 
compel  the  people  to  pay  any  tax  or  tribute,  except  for 
the  good  of  the  ftate,  or  by  the  right  obtained  by  fu- 
perior  ftrength  ; that  the  Marattas  being  in  this  laft 
cafe,  he  owed  them  nothing,  becaufe  God  had  made 
him  powerful  enough  to  defend  his  fubjefls^  againft 
them.  He  has  therefore  never  made  peace  with  that 
nation,  but  only  truces  for  three  years,  fometimes 
by  paying  them  a fum  of  money,  and  fometimes 
without  paying  any  thing,  according  to  the  fortune  of 
war.  It  is  certain  that,  in  the  treaties  made  between 
thefe  powers,  the  Chotay  is  never  mentioned. 

VoL.  L O juit 
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mit  the  Marattas  into  Scirra,  and  every  other 
fortrefs  in  his  government. 

An  event  fo  totally  unexpe^led  overthrew 
all  the  projets  Ayder  had  formed,  and  re- 
duced him  to  the  moft  difficult  plan  of  de- 
fence, For  though,  upon  the  falfe  advice  of 
^irza,  he  had  fuppofed  the  Marattas  were 
ready  to  renew  the  truce,  yet  he  had  con- 
cluded that,  at  all  events,  he  fhould  have  time 
to  meet  them  on  the  other  fide  of  Scirra  ; and, 
by  joining  his  army  to  that  of  Mirza,  he 
might  give  them  battle,  with  Scirra,  and  the 
other  ftrong  places  of  that  government,  be- 
hind him,  to  which  he  might  retire,  if  necef- 
fary  : an  event  he  hoped  to  fee  decided  before 
Nizam  Daulla  could  arrive  with  his  army  on 
the  frontier  of  Benguelour,  where  of  neceffity 
he  muft  make  his  firft  attack  on  him.  But 
his  dominions  being  laid  open  by  the  treafon 
of  Mirza,  he  could  neither  meet  the  Marattas, 
nor  the  combined  armies  of  the  Suba  and  the 
Englifh  5 but  was  forced  to  wait  for  them 
under  the  cannon  of  Syringpatnam,  the  capi- 
tal of  Mayflbur  : for  the  country  between  that 
city  and  Scirra  being  a plain,  without  one 
good  fortrefs,  and  his  army  much  inferior  to 
the -Marattas  in  cavalry,  he  muft  have  fought 

to 
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to  a great  difadvantage,  as  he  muft  have  rurt 
the  rifque  of  a total  defeat,  without  being  able 
to  fecure  his  country  from  pillage.  The  nu- 
merous Maratta  cavalry,  habituated  to  make 
incurfions,  and  to  fubfift  on  the  ftraw  that  co* 
vers  the  houfes,  would  infallibly  fpread  them^ 
felves  over  all  Mayflbur,  and  might  cut  ofF  his 
communication  with  the  magazines  of  Sy- 
ringpatnam,  and  the  mountains  in  its  vicini- 
ty, which  were  the  only  refource  to  fupport 
his  army  ; and  again,  the  army  of  Nizam 
would  probably  haften  its  march,  on  hearing’ 
of  the  operations  of  the  Marattas  : of  which 
concatenation  of  circumftances,  the  probable 
réfult  would  be,  that,  finding  himfelf  between' 
two  armies,  he  might  be  forced  to  retire  into 
Canara,  and  abandon  Syringpatnam,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Mayflbur,  to  his  enemies. 

The  genius  of  Ayder,  vaft  and  fertile  in  re- 
fources,  feems  to  have  been  formed  to  fhine. 
in  critical  and  embarraffing  fituations  of  this 
nature.  He  immediately  determined  on  a plari 
of  ablion  : he  divided  all  his  army  into  fmall 
parties,  and  difperfed  them  over  all  the  coun- 
try, with  orders  to  all  the  chiefs  to  command 
'and  oblige  all  the  inhabitants,  as  well  of  the 
cpuntry,  as  of  the  cities,  towns,  villages,  and 
O 2 fortrelTes, 
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fcrtrefTes,  to  abandon  their  dwellings,  and  re« 
tire  to  Syringpatnam,  bringing  with  them  all 
their  property  of  any  kind  whatfoever.  The 
troops  were  ordered,  at  the  fame  time,  to  lay 
the  whole  country  wafte,  without  fparing  any 
thing  but  the  trees  ; and  to  burn  all  forages, 
even  to  the  ftraw  that  covered  the  houfes. 
To  facilitate  the  devaftation,  and  the  tranfport 
cf  goods,  all  the  futlers,  valets,  and  other 
dependants  on  the  army,  were  permitted  to 
fhare  the  univerfal  pillage  ; and  they  went 
forth  on  this  expedition,  attended  by  every 
beaft  of  burthen  belonging  to  the  army  or  the 
city. 

It  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
promptitude  with  which  this  extraordinary  or- 
der was  carried  into  execution  ; and  in  how 
fhort  a time  one  of  the  fineft  and  mofl:  beauti- 
ful countries  in  the  world  was  changed  into  a 
defart,  for  thirty  leagues  round  Syringpatnam.. 
It  is  difficult  to  determine  who  were  the  rea- 
dieft  to  fhew  their  obedience,  the  inhabitants 
or  the  army  : the  former  abandoned  their 
houfes,  leaving  nothing  they  could  carry  away,^ 
and  they  w'ere  fu cceeded  by  the  troops,  one 
party  after  another,  who  finifhed,  by  leav- 
ing abfolutely  nothing.  Horfemen  and  foldiers 

were 
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were  continually  arriving  at  Syringpatnam, 
carrying  corn,  rice,  maize,  and  even  wooden 
beds  and  earthen  pots,  no  one  chufing  to  re- 
turn empty-handed  : and,  what  may  feem 
ftill  more  furprifing,  all  the  inhabitants  arriv- 
ed chearful  and  contented,  foine  carrying  their 
■children,  others  their  Tick  and  infirm  ; the 
number  of  whom,  in  this  happy  climate,  is 
always  very  fmall.  As  foon  as  any  troop  of 
people  arrived,  they  were  paid  immediately  the 
value  of  their  efFeds,  at  fo  advantageous  a 
price,  that  no  difpute  ever  arofe  on  the  fub- 
je61:  ; and  afterwards  they  were  difpatched  to 
an  allotted  part  of  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains, where  they  were  allowed  a fufficient 
quantity  of  rice  and  other  neceffaries,  at  a 
price  much  below  that  which  was  given  for 
what  they  fold  at  Syringpatnam 

To 

* The  moderate  price  of  provifions  in  the  vailles, 
where  thefe  inhabitants  of  the  plain  went  to  dwell  for 
a time,  ought  not  to  be  a matter  of  wonder,  when  the 
abundance  at  Coilmoutour  is  refle6led  on,  and  it  is 
confidered,  that  in  the  warm  climates  nothing  is  re- 
quired on  the  earth  but  water,  to  infure  good  harvells. 
The  rains  are  the  moft  abundant  in  the  mountainous 
countries,  and  the  Indians  have  made  vaft  batons  at  the 
feet  of  the  mountains,  which  preferve  great  quantities  of 
water,  more  than  fufficient  for  all  the  purpofesof  agri- 
O 3 culture. 
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To  remove  the  furprife,  that  a whole  peopfe 
chearfully  abandoning  their  habitations  muft 
occaflon,  we  only  need  obferve,  that  all  the 
lands  are  the  property  of  the  fovereign,  the 
.cultivator  being  no  more  than  an  annual  te- 
nant. The  Indians  of  this  country,  even  thofe 
who  dwell  in  towns,  have  no  other  furniture 
than  a bedftead,  without  covering  or  tefter, 
whofe  bottom  is  compofed  of  withy,  and  the 
bed-clothes  of  the  richeft  is  no  more  than  a 
carpet;  a few  chefts  of  pafteboard  to  inclofe 
their  linen,  fome  mats,  and  utenfils  of  pot- 
tery, without  tables  or  chairs,  whofe  ufe  is 
unknown  to  them,  as  well  as  three-fourths  of 
the  moveables  which  the  Europeans  employ  ; 
.and,  as  their  houfes  are  built  of  brick  or  earth, 
with  very  little  wood-work,  all  the  damage 
that  the  mpft  mercilefs  enemy  can  do,  is 
quickly  repaired. 

While  the  troops  were  employed  in  laying 
the  country  wafte,  the  utmoft  diligence  was 
iifed  in  completing  the  fortifications  of  the 
camp,  which,  on  the  left,  terminated  againft 

culture.  Ayder,  in  (lead  of  receiving  his  revenues  in 
money,  like  the  other  Indian  princes,  receives  them  in 
provifions  ; which  he  difpofes  of  as  well  to  his  own  ad- 
vantage that  of  his  people. 


the 
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the  city  ramparts,  and  on  the  right  at  a re- 
doubt fituated  at  the  extremity  of  the  canal, 
that,  with  the  river  Caveri,  forms  the  ifland 
on  which  the  city  is  built.  By  this  pofition, 
the  back  part  of  the  camp  was  fecured  from 
every  attack  by  the  canal,  which  is  very  broad 
and  deep,  with  fteep  banks  : the  front  of  the 
camp  was  defended  by  nine  large  redoubts, 
mounting  twenty-four,  thirty-three  j and  thirty- 
fix  pounders,  that  commanded  the  whole  plain. 
About  300  toifes  before  thefe,  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  were  feven  other  redoubts,  flank- 
ing thofe  before  mentioned,  each  mounting  fix 
or  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  and  ferved  by  five 
hundred  men.  All  thefe  redoubts  had  ditches 
before  them,  planted  with  pallifades  j and,  as 
the  river  was  every  where  fordable,  and  hard 
at  bottom,  twenty  thoufand  coltrops  were 
forged,  to  be  laid  as  foon  as  the  enemy  appear- 
ed difpofed  to  the  attack.  About  one  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon  from  the  town  ramparts,  and 
fifty  that  were  in  a fortified  pagoda  fituated  on 
a very  fteep  hill  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river, 
pppofite  the  part  of  the  ifland  farthefl;  from  the 
city,  would  have  flanked  thofe  who  might  be 
difpofed  to  attack  the  firfi:  line  of  redoubts  j 
and  the  fame  artillery  would  have  rendered 
O 4 the 
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the  attack  of  the  fécond  line  ftill  more  dif- 
ficult. • 

In  this  camp,  defended  by  three  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon,  it  was,  that  Ayder  waited 
the  approach  of  his  enemies;  and,  as  his  caval- 
ry would  have  been  of  no  ufe  to  him,  he  di- 
vided it  into  two  parties  ; the  principal  of 
which  was  given  to  Moclum,  who  was  fent 
to  meet  Nizam  in  the  country  of  Bengue- 
lour,  where  he  made  the  fame  dévaluation  as 
had  been  made  in  the  plains  near  Syringpat- 
nam.  As  that  country  is  interfperfed  with 
woods  and  mountains,  and  contains  many 
very  defenfible  fortrefles,  it  was  not  fo  en- 
tirely abandoned  : this  circumftance  furnifh- 
cd  Moclum  with  better  opportunities  of  har- 
raffing  the  army  of  Nizam,  and  carrying  off 
the  foragers,  who  were  of  neceiTity  much 
fpread  abroad  on  account  of  the  wafte  fitua- 
tion  of  the  country. 

The  command  of  the  reft  of  the  cavalry, 
a fmall  body  of  infantry,  and  ail  the  irregu- 
lar troops,  was  given  to  * Mirr  Fefoulla 

Khan, 

* Mirr  Fefoulla  Khan,  is  a Mogol  nobleman  of  a 
very  ancient  houfe.  All  his  family  is  attached  to 
Ayder.  His  brother  was  Eacfi,  or  minifter  of  war  ; he 
is  a man  cf  a very  handfome  figure  and  appearance, 

as 
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Khan,  ancient  Nabob  or  prince  of  Colar, 
and  principal  general  of  Ayder^  with  orders  to 
repair  to  the  kingdom  of  Bifnagar,  and  de- 
fend the  paffes  in  the  mountains  v/hich  fe- 
parate  that  kingdom  from  Canara,  and  to 
prevent  the  Marattas  from  penetrating,  by 
joining  his  force  to  the  military  eftablifhment 
of  that  country.  He  had  inftruélions  to  aiïlft 
BafTapatnam,  the  capital  of  Bifnagarjif  the  Ma- 
rattas fhould  attack  it,  and  to  harrafs  the  rear 
of  their  army,  if  they  fhould  advance  towards 
Syringpatnam. 

While  Ayder  was  bufied  in  thefe  prepara- 
tions, to  which  he  was  compelled  by  one  of  the 
moft  critical  fituations  it  is  pofiible  for  a great 
monarch  to  find  himfelf  in,  he  rode  out 
every  day  on  horfeback,  without  many  at- 
tendants, and  afFe61:ed  to  fhew  himfelf  often 
to  the  army  and  citizens,  Flis  countenance 

■as  fair  as  an  European,  very  intelligent,  of  a moft 
amiable  and  generous  character,  but  more  inclined  to 
expence  than  his  fortune  allows  : he  would  be  an  ex- 
tremely proper  perfon  to  be  fent  on  an  embaffy  to  Eu- 
rope. Ayder  has  a great  regard  and  efteem  for  him  j 
and  his  prodigality  is  one  of  the  qualities  that  have 
procured  him  the  confidence  of  that  Nabob,  who,  like 
Cefar,  is  of  opinion,  that  they  <vjho  loaje  mirth  and plea~ 
Jjire^  are  not  the  men  mtpo  engage  in  confpiracics. 


ao2 
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was  not  then  enlivened  with  that  gaiety  that 
ufually  diftinguiflies  him,  becaufe  his  mind  was 
occupied  with  the  danger  that  threatened  him, 
and  he  has  not  acquired  the  habit  of  difguifing 
his  thoughts  ; on  the  contrary,  a kind  of  mild 
languor  or  fadnefs  appeared  in  his  looks,  that 
would  have  interefted  even  his  enemies  in  his 
misfortunes  : his  tent  was  open  at  all  times, 
and  he  never  was  eafier  of  accefs  than  at  this 
j undure. 

Though  every  kind  ofafîèmbly  and  amufement 
was  forbade,  he  inftrucled  his  generals  concern- 
ing the  means  he  thought  proper  to  ufe  in  his 
defence,  with  an  air  and  manner  not  in  the  lead: 
expreflive  of  embarraflment. 

The  Europeans  of  his  army,  who  interefted 
themfelves  with  an  anxious  eagernefs  in  the 
fuccefs  of  the  prince,  were  impatient  to  know 
the  poll  he  would  affign  to  them,  in  cafe  of  an  at- 
tack ; for  Ayder  did  not  make  public  his  order 
of  battle,  and  caufed  the  guards  of  every  poll 
to  be  changed  daily,  though,  according  to  the 
news,  the  enemy  was  on  the  point  of  arriving. 
To  fatisfytheir  impatience,  their  commandant, 
with  two  other  ofHcers,  waited  upon  Ayder, 
and  acquainted  him  that,  as  he  had  always  con- 
ferred upon  the  Europeans  the  honour  of  tiie 

moft 
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nioft  important  poft,  they  were  come  to  requeft 
that  he  would  put  the  defence  of  the  firft  line 
of  redoubts  into  their  hands  The  prince  im- 
mediately anfwered,  I had  already  determined 
to  appoint  you  to  the  poft  you  requeft;  and  the 
demand  you  make,  on  an  occafion  when  my 
enemies  are  innumerable,  is  fo  much  the  more 
agreeable  to  me,  as  it  is  a new  mark  of  your 
aftedfton  : take  the  command,  plant  your 
colours  t in  the  center  redoubt  ; and  you  may 
be  aflured  of  being  powerfully  feconded,  for 
I myfelf  will  command  the  fécond  line,  and 
engage  to  fend  you  the  neceflary  fuccours.  I 
am  very  much  opprefled  with  the  treafon  of 
Mirza,  whom  I have  always  treated  as  my  fa- 
vourite child  ; and  I have  had  no  reafon  to  expedl 
fo  numerous  a combination  of  enemies  ; who, 
fo  far  from  being  provoked,  have  been  loaded 
by  me  with  benefits  : but,  notwithftanding  their 

* The  Topafles,  commanded  by  European  officers, 
were  efteemed  of  this  number,  and  the  huffars  and  dra- 
goons alfo  ferved  in  defence  of  the  redoubts. 

f We  have  already  obferved,  that  all  the  command- 
ant generals  have  a fet.  of  colours  before  their  tent  ; 
that  of  the  European  commandant  was  diftinguiffied  by 
a cannon  with  a ball  in  its  chafe,  which  denoted  his 
poll  as  chief  of  the  artillery,  and  two  ftreamers  above, 
.as  marks  of  his  degrees  in  the  cavalry  and  infantry. 

number. 


^204  Tîîe  history  of 

number,,  I do  not  defpair.  “ It  is  the  power 
of  God  that  has  raifed  me,  and  I pofTefs  no- 
thing  but  thro’  him  : as  long  as  he  fup- 
ports  me,  I fhall  look  down  on  my  enemies  ; 
and  if  he  fhould  forfake  me,  I muif  fubmit 
with  refignation  to  his  pleafure.” 

The  fidelity  of  the  commandants  of  thé 
fortreffes  of  Mark  Scirra  and  Maggheri,  gave 
Ayder  all  the  time  his  preparations  required  3 
for  thefe  officers,  when  they  learned  that  the 
governor  general  had  joined  his  army  to  that  of 
the  Marrattas  under  Madurao,  refufed  to  obey 
him  : but  the  general,  defirous  of  pofleffing  the 
whole  country,  thought  proper  to  befiege  thefe 
places,  which  held  out  longer  than  was  ex- 
pected, particularly  the  fortrefs  of  Maggheri, 
into  which  a battalion  of  grenadier  Seapoys 
had  thrown  themfelves  voluntarily,  fimplyon  the 
requifition  of  the  governor  of  the  place,  while 
they  v*^ere  employed  in  laying  the  country 
wafte  : they  made  a journey  of  fourteen  leagues 
without  once  flopping,  for  fear  * of  being  too 

late. 

• Their  commandant  was  the  fame  Cedra  Khan 
whom  the  EngliHi  affirmed  they  had  taken  prilbner 
near  Tiliichery  ; they  faid  he  was  brother-in-law  to 
Ayder,  but  he  is  only  brother  to  one  of  the  women  of 
the  feraglio  ; there  is  as  much  difference  between  him  and 
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late.  When  the  fortrefs  had  capitulated,  Ma- 
durao  was  defirous  of  feeing  thofe  grenadiers, 
whofe  formation  had  made  fo  much  noife  in 
India  : he  was  aftoniflied  to  find  thefe  brave 
troops  dirty  and  ill  equipped.  I am  furprifed,’^ 
faid  he,  “ that  fo  powerful  a prince  as  your 
mafter  pays  fo  little  attention  to  fuch  brave 
men.”  Their  commandant  replied,  “ Defirous 
of  the  honour  of  fighting  againfi:  you,  we 
hallened  away  without  any  necefiaries  but  the 
clothes  on  our  backs  ; and  we  have  marched  a 
day  and  a night  without  eating  or  drinking.  ” I 
am  charmed  at  your  fpirit,”  returned  Madurao, 
‘‘  and  fhould  be  concerned  that  your  mafter, 
who  fent  you  out  well  clothed,  fhould  fee  you 
return  in  fuch  a ftate  ; ” and  immediately  or- 
dered them  two  complete  changes  of  clothes 
adding  that  tho’  the  terms  of  the  capitula- 

a brother  of  one  of  the  king’s  wives,  as  there  is  in  Eu- 
rope between  a prince  of  the  blood  and  a relation  of  the 
king’s  miftrefs.  All  the  relations  of  afervant  (which  is. 
the  title  given  to  the  Nabob’s  women)  are  hisfervants, 
and  in  that  qu.ality  never  fit  in  his  prefence,  nor  in  that 
of  his  fons  or  brothers,  whatever  may  be  their  military 
rank  ; though  all  other  officers,  as  low  as  captains  of 
cavalry,  have  that  indulgence. 

* In  the  Indian  capitulations  the  garifons  are  never 
made  prifoners  of  war  ; but  all  the  arms,  colours,  and 
ammunition,  belong  to  the  viflors,  and  the  baggage  of 
individuals  is  fpared. 
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tion  require  you  to  leave  your  arms  and  your 
colours,  yet  I return  your  colours  as  a mark 
of  efteem  for  your  mafter,  and  a recompence 
due  to  your  valour,’’  Thus  it  was  that  war 
was  carried  on  by  men  we  are  fo  ready  to  think 
barbarous. 

After  thus  difplaying  the  merit  of  the  In- 
dians, it  would  be  unjuft  to  pafs  over  in  filencc 
the  fpirited  a(ftion  of  one  hundred  European 
cannoniers  of  different  nations.  They  had 
;4narched,  like  the  others,  againft  the  Marattas, 
fuppofing  they  were  to  fight  them  ; but  when 
they  faw  Mirza  joined  his  army  to  theirs,  they' 
perceived  the  perfidy  of  the  governor  ; and,  re- 
pairing to  their  general,  “ Do  you  imagine,” 
faid  one  of  their  officers,  “ that  we  will  fight 
againft  Ayder,  whofe  pay  we  have  fo  long  re- 
ceived ? No,  our  intention  is  to  fight  for  him, 
and  not  againft  him.  Adieu.”  At  the  fame 
time  they  departed,  leaving  all  their  baggage, 
having  no  other  arms  but  their  fabres,  becaufe 
the  cannoniers  in  Ayder’s  army  do  no  other  fer- 
vice  than  that  of  the  artillery.  They  arrived  at  ‘ 
Ayder’s  camp,  without  having  found  any  op- 
pofition  ; for  Mirza,  no  doubt  aftiamed  of  his 
treafon,  gave  orders  not  to  oppofe  their  depar- 
ture. Ayder  received  them  with  great  pleafure, 
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and  gave  the  officers  bracelets  of  gold,  called 
manilles,  and  money  to  the  foldiers,  paying 
them  likewife  the  value  of  their  baggage,  upon 
their  own  eftimation  : this  daring  adf  of  fideli- 
ty was  perhaps  the  effe6l  of  the  difgrace  inflicted 
on  the  Europeans  who  adhered  to  Canero. 

General  Smith  and  Rocum  Dawla  were 
foon  advifed  of  the  jundfion  of  Mirza  with  the 
Marattas,  and  announced  it  to  Nizam  as  a cer- 
tain prefage  of  the  ruin  of  Ayder.  This  news 
fruftrated  all  the  efforts  and  intrigues  of  Ay-  ^ 
der’s  friends  in  the  court  of  that  Suba  ; and 
perhaps  thofe  very  friends,  convinced  that  his 
ruin  was  inevitable,  might  grow  cool  to  his 
interefts.  The  Suba  being  always  in  want  of 
money  to  fupport  his  expenfive  pleafures.  Gene- 
ral Smith  found  it  not  difficult  to  perfuade  him 
to  haften  his  march,  without  flopping  to  make 
any  fiege,  left  the  Marattas  fhould  take  Sy- 
ringpatnam,  and  feize  the  greateft  part  of  the 
fpoils.  This  forced  march,  and  the  time  con- 
fumed  by  Madurao  in  his  two  fieges,  were  the 
caufes  that  both  armies  arrived  together  near 
Cenapatnam,  about  feven  leagues  from  Syring- 
patnam. 

The  abfolute  folitude  and  defart  face  of  the 
country,  which  the  enemies  perceived  in  their 
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approach  to  the  capital  of  MayfTour  ; the 
daily  lofs  of  their  foraging  parties,  attacked  by 
different  bodies  of  Ayder’s  horfe  ; and  the  im- 
poflibility  of  obtaining  any  advice  concern- 
ing the  fituation  and  force  of  Ayder’s  army, 
gave  the  different  chiefs  of  the  armies  to  un- 
derftand  that  the  brilliant  hopes  they  had  in- 
dulged, of  fharing  the  dominions  and  treafures 
of  Ayder,  were  not  likely  to  be  realized. 

As  foonasthe  two  armies  were  joined,  different 
corps  of  horfe  appeared  in  the  plain  of  Syring- 
patnam.  Many  advanced  fo  near  as  to  recon- 
noitre the  town,  and  the  redoubts  in  which  Ay- 
ders  colours  were  difplayed  : as  they  met  with 
no  interruption  from  Ayder,  they  rode  about 
the  plain,  and  viewed  every  thing  at  their  eafe. 
The  fame  ceremony  was  performed  the  follow- 
ing day  ; but  on  the  third,  at  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  plain  was  covered  with  the  cavalry  of 
both  armies,  with  the  chiefs  at  their  head  on  their 
elephants  : this  cavalry  was  followed  by  a body 
of  infantry,  who  brought  forward  about  fifty 
large  cannon,  that  arrived  about  noon.  The 
view  was  grand  and  ftriking  : the  number  of 
horfes  was  above  one  hundred  thoufand  j and 
there  were  more  than  two  hundred  elephants. 

General 
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General  Smith,  at  the  head  of  a large 
body  of  cavalry,  among  whom  were  diftin- 
guiftied  various  chiefs,  though  neither  Nizam 
nor  Madurao  were  feen,  advanced  to  recon- 
noitre the  camp.  When  this  cavalry  appear- 
ed difpofed  to  advance  no  farther,  a fignal 
was  given  from  the  redoubt  in  which  Ayder 
was,  and  the  fire  poured  at  once  from  all  the 
redoubts,  from  the  fortrefs  at  the  head  of  the 
bridge  and  from  the  mountain  : this  laft 
did  no  great  mifchief,  but  terrified  Nizam 
and  his  army,  and  convinced  General  Smith 
that  the  projedt  of  attacking  Ayder  in  his 
camp  was  impradl:icable,  efpecially  for  an  army 
whofe  chief  ftrength  lay  in  cavalry.  To- 
wards the  evening  they  v/ho  commanded  this 
vaft  multitude  of  men,  retired,  together  with 
their  foldiers,  in  much  diforder,  to  their  re- 
fpedtive  camps. 

The  following  day,  a council  was  held  with 
Nizam,  at  which  the  chiefs  of  both  armies 

♦ This  fortrefs  is  fituated  in  a bend  of  the  river.  It 
is  a good  Indian  fortification,  to  which  Ayder  has 
added  a glacis  and  covered  way,  planted  with  palli- 
fades.  The  chief  difficulty  of  the  attack  arifes  from 
the  figure  of  the  place,  which,  forming  a erefc^nt, 
would  enfilade  the  trench  of  the  enemy, 
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afTifted.  Every  one  being  defirous  of  putting 
his  own  opinion  in  pra6i:ice,  no  determination 
was  fettled  on,  though  General  Smith  gave  the 
only  good  advice  ; which  was,  to  feparate  the 
two  armies,  and  make  feints  to  draw  Ayder 
out  of  his  camp  ; but,  notwithftanding  the 
propriety  of  this  idea,  every  one  was  dif- 
fatished  with  it,  becaufe  it  fhewed  too  plain- 
ly, that  their  elevated  expedfations  were  ill- 
founded,  and  required  great  abatements  to  re- 
duce them  to  probability. 

The  Maratta  chiefs  having  returned  to  their 
camp,  no  more  councils  were  held  ; but  the 
two  camps  remained  in  the  fame  fituation, 
many  meflengers  paffing  between  them.  The 
Marattas  traverfed  the  country,  as  well  as  dif- 
ferent corps  of  Nizamis  army  : they  frequent- 
ly met  the  cavalry  of  Ayder,  which  almoft  al- 
ways had  the  advantage  ; Modlum,  efpecially, 
who  is  an  excellent  officer,  had  the  moft  de- 
cided fuccefs.  Forages  every  day  became 
more  fcarce,  and  the  capture  of  the  foragers, 
of  horfes,  elephants,  camels,  and  oxen,  con- 
tinued to  fuch  a degree,  that  they  at  laft 
could  not  be  fold  at  Benguelour  at  any  rate. 
At  length  the  provifions  of  rice  brought  by 
the  merchants  were  exhaufted,  and  the  price 
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of  this  indifpenfable  article,  as  well  as  of 
every  other  neceflary,  increafed  every  day. , 
Ayder,  who  was  informed  of  every  thing  as 
it  happened,  remained  at  his  eafe  in  his  camp,' 
where  every  thing  was  in  fuch  great  abun- 
dance, that  fubfiftence  coft  fcarcely  any  thing. 
The  inhabitants,  fuppofing  every  thing  would 
fetch  a great  price,  had  laid  in  vaft  ftores  ; 
every  foldier  had  a hole  in  the  earth  near  his 
tent,  filled  with  rice  the  river  afforded  fifh 
in  abundance  ; and  every  kind  of  country 
provifions  came  from  the  mountains  and  val- 
lies  in  the  night,  attended  by  a numerous 
efcort  of  infantry,  after  four  hours  travel 
through  a road  interfedted  by  hedges  and 
ditches,  where  the  cavalry  would  have  had  no 
opportunity  of  fliining. 

The  Marattas,  under  the  pretence  of  being 
nearer  to  the  forages,  withdrew  from  Cena- 
patnam,  and  encamped  on  the  Caveri,  at  five 
leagues  from  Syringpatnam.  It  appears,  that 
they  mufi:  have  conferred  with  Ayder  previous 
to  the  movement  ; for  two  days  after  the' 
change  of  their  camp  the  truce  was  conclud- 
ed on  ; and  on  receiving  fix  lacks  of  rupees 
in  hand,  and  fix  payable  in  fix  months,  they 
engaged  to  retire  out  of  his  country,  and  to 
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xeftore  Scirra  : but  the  refl  of  the  diftricf  in- 
trulfed  to  Mirza  was  abandoned  to  them,  and 
they  fufFered  that  governor  to  remain  in  pof- 
feffion  of  it,  on  the  condition  of  paying  a 
imali  tribute  ; for  the  fecurity  of  which  they 
retained  the  fortrefs  of  Maggheri  : the  money 
was  no  fooner  counted,  than  the  Marattas 
railed  their  camp,  and  departed,  taking  the 
road  to  Scirra. 

This  news  gave  the  alarm  in  the  camp  of 
Nizam,  and  that  fovereign,  more  alarmed 
than  the  reft,  v/as  exceedingly  embarraiTed. 
Ayder,  who  knew  his  charadler,  and  judged 
it  a proper  occafton  to  imprefs  him  with 
ftill  more  terror,  recalled  his  army  from  the 
kingdom  of  Bifnagar,  marched  his  troops  out 
of  the  ifland,  and  encamped  in  the  plain  on 
the  road  to  Cenapatnam.  This  manœuvre 
produced  its  whole  eftedf  on  the  timid  and 
enervated  prince,  and  difpofed  him  to  liften  to 
the  fiiggeftions  of  Bazaletzing,  his  brother, 
Maffous  Khan,  and  other  friends  of  Ayder  : 
and  there  is  no  doubt,  but  he  would  have  pro- 
ceeded in  diredf  oppofttion  to  his  Divan,  if 
that  minifter,  feeing  the  impoftibility  of  encou- 
raging his  mafter,  had  not  been  the  firft  to  give 
him  the  diredl  advice  to  treat  with  Ayder  ; and 
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oitered  to  undertake  the  négociation  himfelf, 
a bufinefs  that  he  was  confident  might  be  con- 
cluded with  the  greatefl:  facility.  To  remove 
General  Smith,  and  the  greatefl  part  of  the 
Englifh  forces,  he  informed  that  commander, 
that  fince,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  things, 
provifions  and  fuccours  could  only  be  had  from 
the  country  of  Arcot,  it  was  necefTary  that  the 
Englifh  fhould  get  pofTeffion  of  certain  places 
belonging  to  Ayder,  to  fecure  a free  paflage  for 
the  convoys  that  might  be  fent  from  Madras  and 
the  other  places  dependent  on  the  Englifh  and 
Mehemet  Ali. 

The  Englifh  general  had  not  been  blind  to 
the  difpofition  that  prevailed  of  treating  with 
Ayder  ; but  he  was  happy  at  an  opportunity  of 
approaching  his  frontiers,  to  place  himfelf  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  perfidy  it  was  probable  he  might 
experience  ; and  to  remove  himfelf  from  a coun- 
try in  which  he  might  be  fhut  up,  and  obliged 
to  furrender,  with  all  his  army,  if  Nizam  chofe 
to  deliver  him  up  to  Ayder.  He  wrote  an  ac- 
count to  Madras  of  what  had  pafTed  ; and  at 
the  fame  time  expreffed  his  fufpicions  of  Nizam 
and  his  minifler  : he  propofed  to  make  the  befl 
treaty  they  could  with  Ayder,  for  fear  the 
Englifh  fhould  find  themfelves  charged  fingly 
P 3 with 
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with  a war  fo  much  the  more  burthenfome  as 
it  would  be  in  their  own  country  y and,  after 
having  taken  leave  of  Nizam,  who  loaded 
him  with  carefîès,  from  the  fatisfadfion  he 
had  of  feeing  him  depart,  he  fet  off,  leaving, 
however,  to  the  faith  of  Nizam',  two  hundred 
Europeans,  one  thoufand  Seapoys,  and  fome 
pieces  of  cannon. 

While  the  government  of  Madras  received 
the  difpatches  of  General  Smith,  Mehemet 
Ali  Khan,  Nabob  of  Arcot,  received  others 
from  Rocum  Daulla,  his  brother-in-law’, 
which  gave  him  the  moft  pofitive  aflurances 
that  Nizam  would  continue  the  war  againft 
Ayder,  till  he  had  forced  him  to  yield  at 
leaft  all  the  country  of  Benguelour,  and  all 
Malleam,  or  the  Carnatic  ; that  is  to  fay, 
the  vallies  of  Coilmoutour,  Ceylou,  Kifna- 
gari.  See.  : and  while  he  magnified  the  forces 
of  the  Suba  beyond  the  truth,  he  diminifhed 
thofe  of  Ayder  who,  he  faid,  were  incapable 
of  prefenting  themfelves  before  the  army  of 
his  invincible  fovereign.  The  council  of  Ma- 
dras, perfuaded  by  Mehemet  Ali  Khan,  paid 
no  regard  to  the  advice  of  General  Smith,, 
but  ordered  him  to  attack  the  places  of  Ayder, 
and  to  agree  with  Nizam  in  every  thing  ; pro- 
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mifing  to  fupply  him  amply  with  provifions, 
ammunition,  money,  and  even  troops,  if  ne- 
cefFary.  At  the  fame  time  that  this  unprin- 
cipled Divan  wrote  thus  to  Mehemet  Ali,  he 
difpatched  his^other  brother,  MafFous  Khan,  to 
Ayder,  to  offer  to  meet  him  at  Syringpatnam, 
.and  to  affure  him,  that  he  was  difpofed  to  do 
every  thing  that  might  be  agreeable  to  him,  as 
Maffous  Khan  would  explain  to  him.  Ayder, 
on  receipt  of  Rocum  Daulla’s  letter,  in  order 
to  give  fome  confidence  to  Nizam,  caufed  his 
army  to  return  to  its  ancient  camp  j and  wrote 
to  the  Divan,  that  he  would  be  received  as 
became  a perfon  of  his  rank  and  character  : it 
was  likewife  permitted  to  the  merchants  of 
his  camp,  and  the  country  people,  to  carry  pro- 
vifions  to  the  army  of  Nizam.  When  this 
Suba  had  read  the  letter  of  Ayder,  he  ordered  a 
ceffation  of  arms,  which  was  likewife  ordered 
on  the  fide  of  Ayder  ; and  the  Divan  fet  out  with 
a grand  retinue.  Ayder  met  him  about  a league 
from  Syringpatnam  ; and,  after  a fhort  con- 
verfation,  returned  to  his  camp,  and  Rocum 
Daulla,  having  feen  the  whole  Savari  of  Ayder 
defile  before  him,  encamped  on  the  fpot.  The 
day  following,  the  Divan  came  to  have  au- 
dience of  Ayder  in  great  ceremony  3 and, 
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to  Jofe  lefs  time  in  going  and  coming,  he  came 
and  encamped  between  the  two  lines  of  re- 
doubts : both  parties  being  defirous  of  con- 
cluding, the  treaty  was  made  in  a few  days. 
It  was  agreed,  that  Tipou  Saeb,  the  fon  of 
Ayder,  Ihould  marry  the  daughter  of  MafFous 
Khan,  who,  as  eldeft  fon  of  Anaverdi  Khan, 
v/as  the  lawful  Nabob  of  Arcot:  that  MafFous 
Khan  fhould  give  up  all  his  right  to  his  future 
fon-in-law;  who,  in  a few  days  after  figning 
of  the  treaty,  fhould  be  invefted  in  the  na- 
bobfhip  of  Arcot  by  Nizam,  of  whofe  fuba- 
fhip  it  is  a part  : that  the  two  Subas  fhould 
join  their  forces  to  reduce  Mehemet  Ali  Khan, 
and  thofe  who  took  his  part  : that,  during  the 
time  the  tv/o  armies  aded  in  conjunâiion, 
Ayder  fhould  pay  fix  lacks  of  rupees  per 
month,  and  fhould  have  the  foie  right  of  put- 
ting garrifons  in  the  feveral  fortrefles  of  the  na- 
bobfhip  of  Arcot  ; the  command  of  which 
ihould  be  given  to  Modlum  Ali  Khan,  bro- 
ther-in-law of  Ayder,  who  fhould  govern  the 
country  in  the  names  of  his  nephew,  Tipou 
Saeb,  and  MafFous  Khan  : that  the  former 
fhould  enjoy  the  whole  revenue  of  that  na- 
bobfhlp  ; for  which  Modfum  fhould  ac- 
count, after  deducting  the  charge  of  fup- 
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porting  the  troops,  and  adminiflering  the  go- 
vernment. 

To  unite  all  the  claims  in  the  perfon  of 
Tipou  Saeb,  Raza  Ali  Khan,  Ton  cf  Chanda 
Saeb,  like  wife  yielded  up  to  the  young  prince 
all  his  pretenfions  as  well  to  the  nabobfhip 
of  Arcot,  as  to  Trichnapoli  and  Madura  ; and 
Ayder  and  Tipou  Saeb,  on  their  part,  en- 
gaged to  give  him  all  the  country  of  Tanjaor, 
after  depoling  the  Raja,  as  a pun ifh ment  for  the 
murder  of  Chanda  Saeb,  father  of  Raza  : the 
country  of  Tanjaor  was  underftood  as  intended 
to  be  held  by  him  under  the  fame  vaffallage 
to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  as  it  had  theretofore 
been  held  by  the  former  Rajas  : and,  finally, 
the  two  Subas  engaged  not  to  feparate,  but  to 
exert  all  their  forces  to  carry  this  treaty  into 
-elFe£l. 

Previous  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
which  MafFous  Khan  undertook  to  prepare, 
the  retinue  of  Tipou  Saeb  was  got  ready  ; 
it  was  compofed  of  fix  thoufand  of  the  bed:  in- 
fantry, of  which  three  thoufand  were  grena- 
dier Seapoys  or  Topafles,  and  four  thoufand 
chofen  cavalry,  with  about  three  hundred  Eu- 
ropeans, including  the  company  of  hufiars  ; 
and  he  likewife  had  the  greateft  part  of  his 
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father’s  Savari.  MafFous  Khan  having  brought 
the  ratification,  Rocum  Daulla  departed,  loaded 
- with  prefents,  and  MafFous  Khan  accompa- 
nied him,  in  order  to  affift  at  the  ceremony  of 
the  invefliture. 

It  will  hardly  be  credited,  that  Ayder,  at 
the  moment  of  parting  with  his  fon,  was  in 
the  greatefl  perplexity  and  concern,  and  ex- 
prefled  it  to  his  friends  : “ I am  afraid,”  faid 
he,  of  the  perfidious  and  cruel  Nizam  : he 
has  afîafîinated  his  own  brother,  will  he  fpare 
my  fon  ? or,  at  leaft,  have  I not  reafon  to 
conclude  that  he  will  detain  him,  and  compel 
me,  by  the  apprehenfion  of  my  fon’s  danger, 
either  to  pay  him  a large  fum,  or  to  make 
great  concevons  to  him  ? For,  in  fhort,  I 
trufl  my  fon  in  the  hands  of  a wretch  to  whom 
nothing  is  facred.”  7'his  difcourfe,  and  many 
other  allions  of  his,  prove  that  one  of  the 
greateft  weaknefîès  of  Ayder  is  his  extreme 
afFediion  for  his  children  and  all  his  relations. 
However,  on  the  afFurances  made  by  Raza 
Saeb  and  Mirr  Fefoulla  Khan  (who  were 
charged  to  accompany  his  fon,  and  who  pro- 
tefted  they  would  themfelves  perifh  before  the 
leaf!:  accident  fhould  happen  to  the  young 
prince)  he  fufFered  him  to  depart,  being  like- 
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wife  much  encouraged  by  refleding  on  the 
bravery  of  the  troops  and  the  nobility  that  at- 
tended him. 

This  little  army  arrived  by  a fingle  march 
at  Cenapatnam.  The  whole  army  of  Nizam, 
and  efpecially  the  Englifli,  officers  as  well  as 
foldiers,  were  extremely  furprifed  at  their  ap- 
pearance. Though  they  had  heard  of  Ayder’s 
army,  yet  they  could  not  conceive  how  In- 
dian troops,  who  have  always  been  ill-difci-  ' 
piined,  could  march  in  fuch  good  order,  and 
perform  their  evolutions  with  fuch  rapidity  and 
exâélnefs.  The  beauty  of  their  arms  and 
clothing  was  equally  uncommon  and  ftrange 
to  them  ; and  they  were  aftonifhed  at  the 
pomp  of  the  Savari.  The  troops  were  no 
fooner  encamped  than  the  officers  came  to  vifit 
thofe  of  Ayder,  and  continually  fpoke  with 
admiration  of  the  excellence  of  the  troops. 

The  following  day  Tipou  Saeb  received  a 
vifit  from  Bazaletzing,  brother  of  Nizam  : 
he  was  accompanied  by  Rocum  Daulla,  and 
the  principal  lords  of  the  court.  The  fucceed- 
ing  day  the  fon  of  Ayder  repaired  v/ith  all  his 
retinue  to  the  tent  of  the  Suba,  who  rendered 
him  the  higheft  honours,  and  gave  him  the 
inveftiture  of  the  nabobfhip  of  Arcot,  with 
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all  its  dependencies,  in  the  prefence  of  Maf- 
fous  Khan  and  Raza  Saeb,  the  only  legiti- 
mate pretenders  to  that  territory,  and  who,  by 
their  voluntary  cefiion,  left  no  doubt  concern- 
ing the  rights  of  the  fon  of  Ayder  Ali  Khan. 
Immediately  after  this  ceremony  Nizam  dif- 
mified  the  few  remaining  Englifh  troops,  ac- 
quainting them  that  the  alliance  he  had  con- 
tradled  with  Ayder  Ali  Khan  having  termi- 
nated their  differences,  he  had  no  farther  oc- 
cafion  for  their  fervices  ; and  that  he  fhould 
write  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Madras, 
to  which  place  they  might  retire. 

As  foon  as  Ayder  was  informed  that  his  fon 
was  acknowledged  Nabob  of  A root,  he  wrote 
to  his  Ouaquil,  Menagi  Bandec,  refident  at 
Madras,  tranfmitting  to  him  a memorial  to  be 
prefented  to  the  governor.  The  fubftance  of 
the  memorial  was,  that  Nizam  Daulla  and 
Ayder  Ali  Khan,  being  well  informed  that 
Mehemet  Ali  Khan  by  his  continual  ufur- 
pations  and  intrigues,  was  the  author  of  all 
the  troubles  that  had  fo  long  agitated  In- 

* Ayder  was  not  ignorant  that  Mehemet  was  no 
more  than  the  agent  of  the  Englifh  j bwt  he  afted  in 
this  manner  to  retort  their  own  politics  upon  them- 
felves. 
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tîoftan,  had  refolved  to  make  war  upon  him, 
till  they  had  deprived  him  of  all  the  terri- 
tory he  poflefïèd  to  the  exclufion  of  the  proper 
and  legitimate  heirs  : that  in  confequence  they 
thought  proper  to  warn  the  Englifh  againil 
affording  him  any  affiftance;  and  required  them 
to  withdraw  their  troops  out  of  any  garrifons 
they  might  poffefs  in  the  Nabobfhip  of  Ar- 
cot,  or  any  of  the  countries  ufurped  by  Me- 
hemet  : that  neverthelefs,  as  it  was  known 
that  thefe  places  were  pledges  for  fums  due 
to  them  from  Mchemet  All,  Ayder  Ali  offer- 
ed to  reimburfe  them  in  any  fums  lawfully 
due,  among  which  he  could  not  reckon  thofe 
fums  that  were  difpenfed  for  the  purpofes  of 
dirpoffeffing  the  Nabobs  of  Veilour,  Vande- 
vachi,  and  other  rightful  proprietors,  of  their 
territories  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  he  expebted 
that  thefe  laft  fhould  be  indemnified  from  all 
the  Ioffes  they  had  fuftained. 

It  may  be  eafily  conceived  that  a memorial 
or  manifeifo,  totally  new  and  uncommon  in  In- 
dia, and  declaratory  of  a war  againft  the  Eng- 
lifh,  of  which  they  were  to  bear  the  whole  ex- 
pence, muff  have  caufed  the  utmofl  aftonifh- 
ment  to  that  people.  This  declaration  v/as 
direded  againft  the  pofTefTions  of  the  Englifh, 
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Mehemet  Ali  Khan  being  a Nabob  merely  no- 
minal, without  troops  or  money,  and  the  Have 
of  the  Englifh. 

It  was  the  policy  of  the  Englifti  in  India  to 
traverfe  the  defigns  of  the  fmalleft  potentate, 
who  might  wifli  to  enlarge  his  dominions,  for 
fear  he  might  arrive  to  a capability  of  making 
head  againft  them:  their  adminiftration  had  long 
been  alarmed  at  the  rapid  conquefts  of  Ayder, 
and  the  fudden  elevation  of  his  power.  In  con- 
fequence  of  Nizam  Daulla’s  having  ceded  to 
them  four  northern  provinces,  they  had  en- 
gaged to  furnifh  twelve  hundred  Europeans, 
and  a corps  of  Seapoys,  to  the  army  of  that 
Suba  : General  Smith,  commander  of  this  body 
of  troops,  was  ordered  to  infpire  Nizam  with 
jcaloufy  of  the  conquefts  of  Ayder  ; and  to  con- 
fer with  Rocum  Daulla  concerning  the  pro- 
jedled  war  ; offering  the  Suba  all  the  Englifti 
forces,  and  fixing  his  attention  on  the  immenfe 
treafures  Ayder  had  found  in  the  kingdom  of 
Canara  and  the  coaft  of  Malabar;  treafures 
which  they  affirmed  could  not  but  fall  into  his 
hands,  as  it  was  impoffible  for  Ayder  to  ftand 
againft  the  united  forces  of  the  Suba  and  the 
Englifti. 

The  Englifti  government  did  not  at  that 
' - time 
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time  indulge  the  hope  of  plundering  Ayder 
entirely,  but  they  expedled  to  ftop  the  courfe 
of  his  conquefts,  and  oblige  him  to  abandon 
the  coaft  of  Malabar,  among  the  inhabitants  of 
■which  they  propofed  to  excite  a revolt.  By 
this  means  their  intention  was  to  compel 
Ayder  to  yield,  either  to  them  or  to  Mehemet 
Ali  Khan,  all  the  country  dependant  on  Mayf- 
four  that  lies  beyond  the  great  Gates^  or  moun- 
tains ; which,  according  to  them,  ought  to  be 
the  natural  bounds  of  his  dominions.  They 
propofed  to  leave  him  in  poflefTion  of  all  the  reft 
of  his  dominions,  in  the  perfuafion  that  it  was 
of  advantage  to  the  fecurity  and  tranquillity  of 
their  polTeffions,  that  fo  warlike  and  powerful  a 
prince  as  Ayder  fhould  be  between  them  and 
the  Marattas 

But  at  all  events,  whether  the  hopes  of  the 
Englifti  refpedting  the  war  with  Ayder  were 

* That  it  may  not  be  thought  that  the  author  of  thefe 
Memoirs  exprefies  his  own  ideas  rather  than  thofe  of  the 
princes,  governors,  and  generals  he  fpeaksof,  bethinks 
it  proper  to  obferve,  that  thefe  pretenfions  are  colle6led 
from  a conference  between  himfelf  and  the  governor 
(Bofchier)  of  Madras,  together  with  Colonel  Call,  firft 
in  council,  and  chief  engineer  j in  which  they  attempted 
to  perfuade  him,  that  it  was  the  intereft  of  Ayder  to 
make  this  ceffion,  in  order  to  infure  the  protection  and 
alEftance  of  the  Englilh. 
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rational  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  when  they 
learned  that  the  Marattas  had  declared  war 
againft  him,  and  Mirza  his  brother-in-law  had 
joined  them,  their  expedlations  were  unbound- 
ed, and  they  devoured  by  anticipation  the  trea- 
fures  of  Ayder.  ^ 

The  council  of  Madras,  who  till  then  had 
envied  the  brilliant  fortune  of  the  Calcutta  ad- 
miniftration  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  immenfe 
territorial  revenue,  flattered  themfelves  in  a 
fhort  time  to  realize  their  chimerical  hopes, 
and  to  equal  them  in  fplendour  and  importance. 
Their  letters  to  the  Court  of  Direéfors  were 
filled  with  brilliant  projects,  that  promifed  no 
lefs  than  the  pofleflion  of  all  the  coaft  from 
Cape  Rama  to  Cape  Comorin  : the  Court  of 
Diredtors  were  thrown  into  a kind  of  delirium 
by  their  admiration  of  the  profound  policy  of 
their  fervants  ; and  every  one  being  anxious  to 
poflefs  a large  (hare  of  the  Company’s  flock,  the 
price  rofe  to  275  per  Cent,  in  the  year 
1768,  tho’  it  afterwards  fell  at  once  to^.  220, 
on  the  news  of  the  excurfion  of  Ayder’s  cavalry 
to  the  gates  of  Madras  ; a fall  which,  to  the 
prefent  time,  has  been  conflantly  increafing. 

Ayder  Ali  Khan  having  by  his  addrefs  de- 
ftroyed  the  formidable  alliance  on  which  the 
2 Englifh 
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Englifli  company  formed  fuch  pleafing  dreams, 
becaufe  they  knew  fo  little  of  the  character  and 
power  of  their  allies,  and  ftill  lefs  of  the  ene- 
my whofe  ruin  they  meditated,  it  became  in- 
cumbent on  the  council  of  Madras  to  juftify 
themfelves  : for  this  purpofe  they  could  find 
no  better  pretence  than  to  attribute  the  defeat 
of  their  projects,  and  the  war  that  threatened 
them  in  the  country  of  Arcot,  to  the  intrigues 
of  the  French. 

The  defpotifm  exercifed  in  India  by  the 
Englifh,  againfl  other  European  nations,  v/as 
fuch,  tliat  there  was  nothing  they  hefitated  to 
do  againft  any  power,  whether  native  or  Euro- 
pean : they  never  pardoned  other  nations  the 
crime  of  fulfilling  their  engagements,  of  what- 
ever nature  they  might  be,  with  any  foVereign, 
though  they  themfelves  fold  mufquets  and  can- 
non to  every  Indian  power  ; feven-eighths  of 
Ayder’s  arms  being  of  Englifh  make.  Their 
cruelty  towards  their  prifoners,  and  the  barba- 
rity with  which  they  dellroyed  Pondicherry,  had 
reduced  the  greatefl  part  of  the  French  to  mi- 
fery.  The  unhappy  fituation  they  found  them- 
felves in  after  the  efiablifhment  of  the  peace, 
compelled  great  numbers  of  them  to  feek  em- 
ployment and  fubfiftence  from  Ayder  and  other 
VoL.  I,  princes  : 
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princes.  V/hen  any  of  thefe  unfortunate  people 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  a dungeon  was 
the  lightefi:  punifhment  they  were  to  expedf. 
T o accomplifh  their  purpofes  they  employed,  as 
will  be  (hewn  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  Memoirs, 
promifes,  menaces,  and  even  forgery,  to  caufe 
them  to  enter  into  their  fervice. 

So  far  from  the  French  government  ha\dn2: 
had  any  concern  in  this  war,  declared  by  Ay- 
tier,  it  is  certain  that  no  correfpondcnce  with 
refpedl  to  that  Nabob’s  operations  ever  exified, 
either  between  him  and  them,  or  with  any  of- 
ficer of  Aydcr’s  army,  till  after  the  conclufion  of 
the  treaty  between  Ayder  and  Nizam; — truth 
obliges  me  to  make  this  lail  exception.  The 
correfpondcnce  began  by  tv/o  letters,  one  from 
Ayder,  and  the  other  from  Raza  Saeb,  wliich 
thefe  perfonages  charged  the  commandant  of 
Europeans  to  forward  to  the  governor  of  Pondi- 
cherry.— Here  follows  the  fubftance  of  the 
letters. 

Ayder  complained  in  his  letter,  that  the  Eng- 
lifh,  without  provocation,  and  after  receiving 
many  favours,  had  projedfed  his  ruin  ; and  by  e- 
very  fpecies  of  intrigue  had  formed  a league  with 
the  Suba  of  Decan,  and  the  Marattas,  againlt 
him  : that  they  had  attacked  his  places,  with- 
out any  other  inducement  than  a defire  to  rob 
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Others  of  their  property  ; but  that  he  had  diflblv*- 
ed  the  league  made  againft  him,  by  forming  an 
alliance  with  Ni^^am  Daulla,  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  war  againft  the  Englifh  and  Mehemet 
Ali  Khan,  the  promoter  of  their  unjuft  aggref- 
fion. 

He  obferved,  that  by  having  formerly  aflifted 
the  French,  againft  the  fame  enemy,  and  having 
faved  Pondicherry,  he  had  every  reafon  to  hope 
that  the  French  would  return  him  the  fame 
good  ofHce  in  fo  juft  a war  : that  he  was  not 
ignorant  of  the  peace  then  (1767)  fubfiftlng 
between  the  French  and  the  Englifh  ; but  that, 
while  the  orders  of  the  French  king;  were  ex- 
pedfed,  he  might  fend  concealed  fuccours,  for 
which  Ayder  would  be  very  thankful,  and  pay 
any  price  that  might  be  charged  for  the  fervice 
to  be  done  : that,  in  fhort,  he  referred  to  the 
letter  of  the  French  commandant,  on  whom 
he  had  a perfedl  reliance,  and^whofe  propofals 
on  Ayder’s  part  might  be  credited  as  if  figned 
by  himfelf,  and  to  whom  he  might  addrefs 
himfelf  on  any  fubjedl  that  required  fecrecy. 

Raza  Saeb  wrote,  that  his  family  had  always 
been  attached  to  the  French  fince  their  ftrft 
eftablifhment  in  India  : that  in  confequence  of 
his  inviolable  attachment,  his  father  had  loft 
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his  life,  his  mother  was  pri Toner  at  Madras, 
and  he  himfelf  had  loft  every  thing  : that  an 
opportunity  now  prefented  itfelf  of  repairing  his 
■fortune  in  Tome  meafure,  by  the  affiftance  of 
his  friends  : that  he  hoped  to  find  his  moft  an- 
cient allies,  the  French,  difpofed  to  aflift  him 
againft  thofe  who  had  unjiiftly  robbed  him,  and 
were  the  cauTe  of  all  his  misfortunes  : he  con- 
cluded his  letter,  like  Ayder,  by  referring  to  the 
French  officer  for  details,  having,  as  he  affirm- 
ed, the  moft  unbounded  confidence  in  him. 

Thefe  letters  were  fecretly  carried  to  Pon- 
dicherry by  the  Perfian  writer  of  the  comman- 
dant, a man  deferving  the  moft  abfolute  confi- 
dence, and  who  had  been  long  attached  to  the 
French  nation,  having  been  employed  by  M. 
Lally  at  Pondicherry,  where  his  refidence  had 
been  for  above  thirty  years,  and  where  his  wife 
and  children  then  were  : the  letters  were  put 
into  the  ftock  of  a piftol,  which  this  man  wore 
at  his  girdle,  walking  on  foot,  and  leading  an 
ox  loaded  with  feveral  wares  of  the  country, 
like  a petty  merchant  or  pedlar. 

To  anfwer  the  truft  thefe  two  princes  re- 
pofed  in  him,  and  to  fulfil  his  duty  to  his  king 
and  country,  the  commandant  difpatched  a let- 
ter, together  with  thofe  of  the  Nabobs. 
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After  confirming  the  refolution  taken  by  the 
two  Subas  to  carry  on  the  war  on  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  he  gave  an  exaâ:  detail  of  the 
forces  of  Ayder,  and  thofe  of  Nizam  ; and,  to 
fhew  that  he  fpoke  with  a knowledge  of  the 
bufinefs,  he  likewife  gave  an  account  of  the 
Englifh  forces.  He  demonftrated  that  it  was 
impofhble  for  the  Englifh  to  fecure  themfelves 
from  lofs  in  this  war,  becaufe  their  former  fuc- 
celfes  in  India  arofe  from  their  wars  being  car- 
ried on  near  the  fea-coaft,  or  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ganges,  which  gave  them  a facility  of 
conveying  ftores  and  ammunition  by  fea,  and 
receiving  other  affiftance  from  their  vefTels  ; 
whereas,  in  their  conteft  with  Ayder,  they 
would  be  deprived  of  thofe  advantages,  the 
war  being  to  be  carried  on  in  a country  re- 
mote from  the  fea,  without  one  navigable  ri- 
ver ; where  the  fortreffes  are  fpread  at  great 
di (lances  from  each  other  j and  where  every 
advantage  would  depend  upon , cavalry,  of 
which  the  Englifh  w'ere  entirely  deftitute  : 
that  the  army  of  Ayder  was  totally  unlike 
thofe  of  the  other  Indian  powers,  the  duty  be- 
ing performed  with  regularity  : and  that,  if  the 
ICnglifh  placed  any  dépendance  on  night  at- 
tacks, furprizes,  or  treafon  on  the  part  of  his 
0*3  generals. 
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generals,  they  would  find  themfelves  miftaken  : 
that  he  himfelf,  being  intrufted  with  the  fafety 
and  prefervation  of  the  army,  could  with  the 
moft  abfolute  confidence  promife  to  infure  it 
from  any  furprize  ; and  that  the  treafons  fo 
frequent  in  the  other  Indian  armies  could  not 
take  place  in  Adder’s,  becaufe  the  generals  had 
no  property  in  their  troops,  ail  the  officers,, 
horfenien,  and  foldiers,  having  but  one  mafter  ; 
and,  concluding  that  Ayder  would  have  the 
advantage,  he  advifed  that  an  exa6l  and  ab- 
iblute  neutrality  would  not  be  the  moft  pru- 
dent mode  of  action,  becaufe  it  would  of  ne- 
ceffity  difpleafe  both  parties*.  But  the  me- 
dium he  advifed  was,  to  fend  fome  fmall  fuc- 
cours  to  Ayder,  promifing  to  fend  more  ; the 
performance  of  which  promife  might  be  de- 
layed at  pleafure,  by  throwing  the  excufe  on 
contrary  winds,  that  prevented  the  arrival  of 
Ihipping.  As  the  force  at  Pondicherry  was  but 
fmall,  no  great  force  could  be  fent  from  thence,, 
but  it  would  be  fufficient  to  fend  fome  officers 

* Ayder  and  Raza  Saeb  requefted  fuccours,  as  a re- 
turn for  their  former  fervices  5 and  Mehemet  All  Khan 
demanded  that  the  French  fhould  fupport  him,  as  Na- 
bob of  Arcot,  acknowledged  by  the  treaty  of  Fontaine- 
bleau. 


and 


AYDER  ALI  KHAN.  2^1 

and  good  gunners,  who  might  join  the  army 
as  deferters,  without  embroiling  the  nation, 
whofe  intereft  it  was  to  fee  the  power  of  the 
Englifh  in  India  depreffed.  .The  ofHcer  add- 
ed, that  as  a faithful  fubjed;  of  his  king,  and 
from  the  daring  charadler  of  Ayder  when  he 
is  attended  with  vidlory,  he  judged  it  proper 
to  advife  the  governor  to  fortify  Pondicherry 
as  early  as  poUible,  were  it  only  by  clearing 
the  ditches,  raifing  the  ramparts  with  dry 
earth  or  the  ruins  of  the  old  works  and 
mounting  a few  cannon  on  the  baftions  ; be-_ 
caufe,  if  Ayder  fhould  approach  Pondicherry, 
and  perceive  it  without  defence,  he  might  lay 
afide  the  refpedi  due  to  the  French  colours, 
and  take  all  the  artillery,  and  other  matters  he 
might  be  in  need  of,  as  payment  of  his  due 
for  the  fuccours  formerly  granted  the  French  : 
at  the  fame  time  the  officer  affured  the  gover- 
nor, that  if  any  violence  or  v/ant  of  refpect 
for  the  king’s  flandard  fhould  be  üiewn,  he  ' 
might  depend  upon  the  co-operation  of  about 
eight  hundred  Europeans,  who  were  in  Ay- 

* The  new  fortifications  of  Pondicherry  were  then 
fcarcely  began;  but  the  governor,  immediately  on  the 
receipt  of  this  letter,  gave  the  place  an  appearance  of 
being  in  a flate  of  defence. 
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der’s  army.  The  letter  was  concluded,  by 
advifing  the  governor  to  purchafe  rice  and 
provifions  for  Pondicherry,  by  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  abundance  then  in  the  country, 
and  the  fear  the  inhabitants  were  in  of  being 
plundered  by  the  Indian  armies  ; becaufe  the 
refolution  was  taken  to  lay  the  whole  country 
wafte  by  the  cavalry  and  irregular  troops,  as 
was  really  done  afterwards  — (the  French  go- 
vernor profited  by  this  advice,  and  was  in  con- 
fequence  able,  during  the  whole  w^ar,  to  keep 
the  price  of  rice  at  Pondicherry  at  lefs  than 
half  its  value  at  Madras)  : and,  laftly,  the  offi- 
cer added,  that  to  forw’ard  the  good  difpofition 
of  Ayder  and  his  allies,  it  would  be  proper  to 
lend  M.  B . . . , , or  fome  other  perfon  efteem- 
ed  by  Ayder,  on  an  embaffy,  to  compliment 
the  two  Subas. 

The  receipt  of  thefe  difpatches  gave  the 
governor  infinite  pleafure,  as  they  difpelled  his 
fears  concerning  Ayder,  whom  he  juftly  con- 
fidered  as  the  natural  ally  of  France.  But, 
from  experience,  having  a very  low  opinion  of 
the  bravery  of  Indian  troops  when  they  fight 
againft  Europeans,  he  could  not  adopt  the 
ideas  of  the  French  commandant  of  Ayder’s 
army  : befides  which,  the  Company's  inflruc- 

tions. 
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tions,  then  fubfifting,  were  fo  precife  in  com- 
manding him  to  avoid  every  fubjedl  of  con- 
tention whatfoever,  and  particularly  with  the 
Englifh,  that  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to 
anfwer  thefc  letters  in  a manner  very  different 
from  what  had  been  expcdled. 

His  letter  to  Ayder  began  by  felicitations  on 
the  glory  he  had  acquired  by  his  conquefts,  and 
the  glorious  peace  he  had  made  with  his  nume- 
rous enemies,  who  were  become  his  allies  : he 
obferved  that  it  was  with  concern  he  heard  that 
war,  which  is  always  ruinous  to  nations,  was 
about  to  commence  on  the  coaft  of  Coroman- 
del : that  he  wifhed  the  Nabob  every  kind  of 
profperity,  and  would  not  fail  to  fend  an  em- 
bafly  to  compliment  him  when  he  came  near 
Pondicherry  ; but  that  he  was  exceedingly  con- 
cerned at  its  being  out  of  his  power  to  dif- 
pofe  of  any  troops  againft  the  Englifh,  becaufe 
the  two  nations  were  at  peace,  which  he  could 
not  infringe  without  new  orders  from  the  king 
his  mafrer,  to  whom  he  would  write  without 
delay:  and,  laflly,  he  referred  to  the  French 
commandant,  who  had  forwarded  the  Nabobs 
letters,  and  who,  he  faid,  would  explain  fuch 
matters  as  required  detaiL 
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The  letter  to  Raza  Saeb  was  to  the  fame 
purport.  In  anfwer  to  the  officer's  letter,  the 
governor  advifed  him,  that,  by  difpatching  the 
letters  of  the  two  Nabobs,  he  had  fubjeâed 
him  to  the  rifque  of  breaking  with  the  Eng- 
lifh  ; that  he  earneftly  begged  he  would  fpare 
him  the  confequences  of  fuch  a correfpon- 
dence,  as  he  could  not  render  a greater  fer- 
vice  to  his  country,  in  the  then  fituation  of  the 
French  in  India,  without  troops,  and  without 
fortifications  : that  in  the  mean  time  he  would 
not  fail  to  reprefent  his  compliance  to  this  re- 
quefi:  in  its  true  light  to  the  minifier,  and  the 
Eaft  India  company  ; and  he  might  depend  on 
his  informing  them  of  the  fervices  he  had  ren- 
dered them  by  the  important  advices  contained 
in  his  letter  : that,  from  his  own  unhappy  ex- 
perience of  the  pufillanimity  of  the  Indians, 
when  they  combat  with  Europeans,  he  had- 
reafon  to  fear  that  the  future  war  would  not 
turn  out  to  the  advantage  of  the  two  Subas  : 
that  he  could  not,  in  any  manner,  afford  af- 
fiftance  either  to  Ayder  or  Raza  Saeb,  his 
orders  being  too  precife  in  dire£bng  to  give- 
no  fubjedf  of  complaint  to  the  Engliih,  or  to.< 
Mehemet  Ali  Khan  that  he  be^ed  he  would 
explain  thefe  reafons  to  the  two -princes  who 

had 
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had  written  to  him,  foftening  his  refufal  as  he 
judged  beft  : and,  more  efpecially,  he  begged 
him  to  write  no  more  diredlly  to  him,  but 
that  he  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  news  of  his 
négociation  by  a letter  in  cyphers,  which  he 
might  fend  by  way  of  M . . . . 

There  is  no  room  to  reproach  this  governor 
for  his  faithful  and  ftriâ  obedience  to  his  or- 
ders. It  is  to  be  wifhed  they  had  been  lefs 
precife,  as  he  might  then  have  profited  by  this 
opportunity,  that  the  miniftry  could  not  pof- 
fibly  forefee  • by  a correfpondence  with  Ay- 
der,  he  might  have  animated  him  to  a war  a- 
gainft  the  Englifh,  that  would  have  been  ruin- 
ous to  their  Company  ; and,  by  anfwering  the 
wiflies  of  that  prince  in  a very  flight  degree,, 
might  have  prevented  certain  events  that  im- 
peded his  progrefs,  and  which  obliged  him  to 
make  peace,  and  refer ve  himfelf  for  another 
opportunity  of  enforcing  his  fon^s  juft  preten- 
fions  to  the  Nabobfhip  of  Arcot. 

This  governor  gave  advice  to  the  minifter 
and  the  Company  of  the  approaching  iiivafion 
of  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  by  the  combined 
armies  of  the  two  Subas  : and  at  the  fame 
time  he  communicated  his  fears  for  the  event 

of 
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of  the  war,  which  he  confidered  as  necefTarily 
produdtive  of  the  ruin  of  Ayder  ; who  would,  he 
faid,  have  been  a very  ufeful  ally,  if  the  French 
officer  (commandant  of  Europeans)  wanting 
experience,  had  not  carried  him  to  this  ex- 
tremity, but  had  referved  him  for  the  time 
of  war  between  England  and  France; — an 
expreffion  di£l:ated  by  the  European  prejudice, 
which  leads  us  to  imagine  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  other  parts  of  the  world  have  not  re- 
ceived from  nature  the  fame  portion  of  rea- 
fon  and  judgment  as  ourfelves,  to  determine 
for  themfelves  according  to  their  own  inte- 
reft,  rather  than  to  follow  the  moft  fpecious 
reafoning  that  can  be  offered  to  the  contrary. 
It  is  to  be  prefumed  that,  on  the  fimple  ex- 
pofition  of  the  facls,.  or  from  the  copy  of  the 
French  officer’s  letter,  the  miniftry  had  taken 
thofe  refolutions,  upon  receiving  the  news  of 
the  invalion,  which  were  not  determined  on 
till  the  end  of  1769  ; — refolutions  that  would 
have  been  fatal  to  the  Englifh  empire  in  In- 
dia, if  the  differences  relative  to  the  Falkland 
Iflands  had  not  been  made  up, 

Ayder,  after  having  determined  to  make  a 
defcent  on  the  coafl;  of  Coromandel  with  Ni- 
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zam  Daulla,  took  every  precaution  to  prevent 
interruption  from  other  parts  : he  was  fen- 
fible  of  the  importance  of  the  war  he  was  en- 
gaged in,  and  which  was  to  be  tranfaéled  with 
enemies  fo  much  the  more  to  be  feared,  as  they 
knew  how  to  fght.  By  the  advice  of  his 
European  commandant,  he  gave  up  the  idea 
of  forming  a corps  of  European  infantry,  on 
account  of  the  impoffibility  of  making  them 
fufficiently  numerous  to  face  a fingle  Englifh 
regiment  : he  therefore  determined  to  incor- 
porate all  his  European  foldiers  either  among 
his  hulîars  or  dragoons,  or  among  his  artillery, 
except  fuch  as  were  made  officers  of  the  gre- 
nadier Seapoys  or  Topafles;  which  was  the 
corps  of  infantry  deflined  to  face  the  Englifh 
troops.  The  artillery  of  his  army  was  like- 
wife  confiderably  augmented  ; and  he  took 
proper  meafures  to  have  always  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  ammunition,  fuch  as  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  any  European  army  to  convey  after 
them,  or  indeed  for  any  other  army  that  was 
not  perfectly  affured  of  its  rear. 

The  Indian  armies  have  great  quantities  of 
baggage,  carried  by  oxen  and  camels,  but 
chiefly  by  oxen,  the  camel  being  fit  for  little 
befides  parade  ; for  this  animal^  on  account  of 

its 
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its  flefliy  feet^  cannot  be  fhod,  and  is  incapa* 
ble  of  travelling  either  on  a ftony  or  a muddy 
clay  foil,  being  apt  to  fall  ; it  is  likewife  with 
difficulty  made  to  pafs  a river  ; and  is,  befides, 
abfolutely  incapable  either  of  afcending  or  de- 
fcending  a mountain  when  loaded.  Befides 
the  baggage  of  the  army,  it  is  followed  by  a 
great  number  of  * merchants  and  workmen 
of  every  kind,  who  have  many  beafts  of  bur- 
then. Ayder  gave  orders  that  all  thefe,  not 
excepting  thofe  of  the  fovereign,.  fhould  carry 
a ball,  from  twelve  to  fix-and-thirty  pounds, 
for  which  the  proprietor  of  the  beaft  fhould  be 
anfwerable. 

A horde,  confifting  of  a kind  of  Bohemians, 

* Thefe  merchants  are  the  purveyors  of  the  army, 
and  render  it  unneceflhry  for  the  fovereign  to  provide 
other  commiffaries it  is  fufficient  for  the  general  to 
keep  the  paflages  free,  and  to  inftru6t  them,  by  the 
Cotual  or  provoft,  of  the  quantity  of  rice  in  the  army. 
Rice,  which  is  the  only  grain  made  ufe  of  either  by 
the  Indian  or  European  troops,  does  not  require  to  be 
made  Into  bread  j and  confequently  there  is  no  trouble 
of  conftrufting  ovens,  which  would  be  necefiary  in  fur- 
nifliing  an  army  with  bread  : however,  the  officers,  and  all 
who  chufe  to  go  to  the  price,  may  have  excellent  bread 
in  the  Indian  armies,  which  is  baked  in  portable  ovens, 
a kind  of  iitenfil  that  might  be  introduced  with  great 
advantage  into  European  armies. 
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Very  numerous  in  India^  of  unknown  origin, 
inhabitants  of  tlie  woods  (whom  the  preju- 
dices of  India  has  forbidden  to  dwell  in  walled 
towns,  becaufe  it  is  faid  they  eat  every  kind 
of  animal  or  reptile)  was  permitted  by  Ayder^ 
who  is  above  prejudice,  to  follow  the  army, 
and  fell  milk,  wood,  and  every  thing  their  in- 
duflry  could  procure.  Thefe  men  undertook 
to  convey  a confiderable  part  of  the  powder, 
by  means  of  their  little  carriages,  drawn  by 
buffaloes  : to  affift  them  in  procuring  a fub- 
fiffence,  part  of  them  were  taken  into  pay  as 
pioneers,  and  w^ere  of  the  greateft  utility  in 
fieges  and  the  conftrudlion  of  intrenchments, 
or  repairing  of  roads,  as  well  by  carrying  earth 
as  by  making  gabions  and  fafcines. 

The  harnefs  of  all  the  cannon  and  artillery 
v/as  doubled  ; and,  that  nothing  might  retard 
their  march,  every  piece  of  eighteen  pounds  or 
upwards  was  provided  with  an  elephant 

The 

* It  can  hardly  be  imagined  how  ufeful  thele  ele- 
phants are,  nor  with  what  fkill  and  intelligence  they 
do  their  work.  When  a piece  of  artillery  is  drawn  up 
a hill,  the  elephant  is  behind  it,  and  fullains  it  with 
his  foot,  while  the  oxen  paufe  to  take  breath  : if  the 
piece  is  going  down  a hill,  the  elephant  retains  it  by  a 
rope  faftened  to  his  trunk  ; if  the  tackle  gets  entang- 
led, or  if  the  piece  overfets,  or  fticks  fait,  he  aflilts 
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The  ammiiiiition.  waggons  carried  two  hun^ 
dred  charges  of  powder,  and  an  immenfe  num- 
ber of  cartridges,  for  the  mufquetry.  Every 
battalion  of  grenadier  Seapoys  had  two  four- 
pounders  in  its  fuite. 

While  thefe  different  preparations  were 
making,  xA.yder  arranged  every  affair  relative 
to  his  dominions,,  fo  as  to  be  out  of  appre- 
henfion  of  any  unexpedfed  event  happening  in 
his^  abfence. 

The  truce  with  the  MarattaSy  and  his  alli- 
ance with  Nizam,  delivered  him  from  the  fear 
of  any  foreign  enemy,^  and  permitted  him  to 
employ  his  whole  force  againft  them,  by  depriv- 
ing them  of  the  means  to  create  difturbances  by 
their  intrigues.  He  reftored  their  dominions 
to  the  different  Nayre  princes,,  on  condition  of 
an  annual  tribute,  which  he  propofed  to  de- 
mand,, or  to  let  accumulate,  according  to  the 

the  oxen  according  to  the  circumftances.  An  offi- 
cer of  reputation,  then  major  of  artillery,  hut  now 
(1782)  refident  at  Paris,  affirms,  that  he  has  feen  the 
elephant  of  a piece  of  cannon  (out  of  patience  to  fee 
that  the  oxen  did  not  draw,  in  fpite  of  the  whips  of  their 
drivers)  cut  a branch- off  a tree,  and  beat  thole  animals 
till  they  afted  as  he  thought  proper. — When  the  piece 
is  brought  before  the  battery,  the  elephant  himfelf 
places  it  in  the  embrafure,  without  any  affiftance. 

fituation 
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fituatlon  of  his  affairs  ; and  withdrew  all  his 
troops  from  the  coaft  of  Malabar. 

The  French  commandant  at  Mahé,  and  the 
Dutch  at  Cochin,  employed  themfelves  with 
effe61:,  to  terminate  the  difference  between 
Ayder  and  the  Nayre  princes  ; and  to  their 
efforts  it  is  that  the  coaft  of  Malabar  is  in- 
debted for  peace. 

An  important  difcovery,  totally  unexpected 
by  Ayder,  and  which  was  made  foon  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  truce  with  the  Marattas, 
occahoned  an  event  that  has  induced  many 
perfons  in  India  to  fpeak  againft  Ayder. 

It  was  difcovered,  that  Nand  Raja,  ancient 
regent  of  Mayffour,  whom  Ayder  called  his 
father,  had  joined  with  the  Marattas  and  the 
Englilh  in  the  general  confpiracy  againft  him, 
Nand  Raja  then  refided  at  May  flour,  a for- 
trefs  two  leagues  diftant  from  Syringpatnam, 
the  capital  of  the  lands  he  held  en  appanage, 
Ayder  was  exceedingly  embarraffed,  when  he 
difcovered  this  treachery  : the  great  age  of  the 
prince  made  it  improper  to  propofe  his  march- 
ing againft  the  Englifti  : to  leave  him  in  his 
refidence,  and  to  give  the  government  of  the 
kingdom  of  Mayffour  to  another,  would  have 
excited  his  complaints,  and  might  have  fur- 
VoL,  I.  R niftied 
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nifhed  him  with  an  occafion  to  excite  new 
troubles. 

The  pretence  made  ufe  of  by  thofe  who  irri- 
tated Nand  Raja  againft  Ayder  was,  that  this 
laft,  after  having  conquered  the  kingdom  of 
Canara,  and  fixed  his  refidence  at  Nagar,  ought 
not  to  have  given  the  regency  of  Mayfibur  to 
any  one  but  Nand  Raja  : but,  without  confi- 
dering  the  advanced  age  and  incapacity  of 
Nand  Raja,  v/hich  alone  would  have  prevented 
him  from  taking  that  ftep,  he  was  reftrained  by 
his  promife  to  the  old  dowager  Dayva,  who 
had  always  been  the  mortal  enemy  of  her  bro- 
ther-in-law, and  was  apprehenfive  of  being 
fubjedled  to  his  power.  Ayder,  in  gratitude  for 
the  fervices  rendered  him  by  that  lady,  could 
not  confent  to  difpleafe  her  in  this  refpedf  ; but 
as  fhe  was  the  obje<fi;  of  the  pleafantry  of  all  the 
court,  on  account  of  the  irregularity  of  her 
manners,  it  was  whifpered  that  Ayder  made 
the  old  lady  believe  that  Nand  Raja  demanded 
the  government  for  the  purpofe  of  punifhing 
her  for  the  little  refpeéf  fhe  bore  to  the  laws, 
and  the  manes  of  her  deceafed  hufband  ; by 
which  means  he  obtained  large  fums  of  her, 
either  in  the  way  of  gift  or  loan  5 giving  her 
likewife  to  underfiand,  that  he  was  diftref- 

fed 
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fed  for  money  to  pay  for  the  Maratta  truce,  and 
his  alliance  with  Nizam  ; and  it  is  iikewife  pro- 
bable that  he  did  not  forget  to  fay,  that  Nand 
"Raja  offered  large  fums  for  the  appointment  of 
regent.  Thus  it  was  that  Ayder,  from  motives 
of  interell  rather  than  policy,  took  a pleafure  in 
fomenting  the  difcord  between  the  brother  and 
fifter-in-law.  An  opportunity  prefented  itfelf 
of  doing  this  on  the  occafion  of  the  death  of 
the  king  of  Mayffour.  Nand  Raja  wrote  to 
folicit  the  title  of  king  for  the  younger  fon,  in 
preference  to  the  elder,  who  he  affirmed  was 
v/eak,  and  incapable  of  the  office  : but  his  let- 
ter availed  little  v/ith  Ayder,  who  was  folicited 
by  the  widow  Dayva  in  favour  of  the  elder  : 
he  wrote,  in  anfwer  to  both,  that  not  being 
able  at  that  time  to  attend  any  thing  but  the 
war  with  the  revolted  Nayres,  he  had  given 
orders  to  Moclum  Ali  Khan,  to  place  on  the 
throne  that  prince,  of  the  late  king’s  fons, 
whom  he  might  think  the  moft  worthy  to  reign  : 
he  wrote  fecretly,  by  the  fame  courier,  to  Moc- 
tum,  to  place  the  youngeft  on  the  throne.  This 
proceeding,  which,  as  may  be  readily  imagined, 
excited  the  complaints  of  the  widow  Dayva, 
and  of  moft  part  of  the  nobility  of  the  kingdom, 
gave  Ayder  an  opportunity,  on  his  arrival  at 
R 2 Syringpatnam, 
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Syringpatnam,  to  make  a parade  of  his  equity, 
by  giving  the  throne  to  the  eldeft.  The  whole 
bufinefs  drew  an  additional  fum  from  the  old 
lady,  and  created  many  enemies  to  Nand  Ra- 
ja, and  perhaps  to  Modlum,  who  readily  affift- 
ed  in  all  thefe  artifices,  through  his  unbounded 
attachment  to  his  brother-in-law. 

It  not  being  pradlicable  either  to  give  Nand 
Raja  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  nor  to 
remove  him  out  of  it,  and  ftill  lefs  prudent  to 
leave  him  difcontented  in  the  abfence  of  Ayder, 
a council  was  ‘held  on  the  bufinefs  ; the  general 
advice  was  to  fecure  his  perfon,  at  leafi:  during 
the  abfence  of  the  Nabob,  and  in  the  mean 
time  to  remove  from  him  a Bramin,  his  bro- 
ther-in-law, who  gave  him  bad  advice  : but  to 
this  Ayder  oppofed  the  written  promife  he  had 
made  to  the  Raja,  never  to  make  any  attempt  on 
}As  Uherty^  property^  or  life^  befides  the  diffi- 
culty of  arrefting  that  prince  in  his  refidence  at 
Mayfibur,  a place  capable  of  flanding  a liege, 
and  where  Nand  Raja  had  upwards  of  two 
thoufand  troops,  forming,  it  muft  be  confelTed, 
the  whole  of  his  little  army. 

. This  affair  being  of  fuch  a nature  as  to  re- 
quire a fpeedy  determination,  it  was  agreed, 
that  Ayder  fhould  go  the  following  morning  in 

grand 
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grand  ceremony  to  Mayflbur,  to  make  an  ho- 
nourable vifit  to  Nand  Raja,  and  invite  him  to 
come  and  encamp  with  his  little  army  in  the 
ifland  of  Syringpatnam,  in  order  to  make  his 
public  entry  into  the  capital  in  quality  of  vice- 
roy, as  Ayder  was  defirous  of  invefting  him  with 
that  dignity  before  his  departure  : the  vifit 
w'as  accordingly  made,  and  Nand  Raja,  at  the 
height  of  his  wifhes,  arrived  with  his  family 
in  the  illand,  under  the  power  of  Ayder  3 who 
that  very  day,  under  pretence  of  exercifing  his 
troops  in  their  evolutions,  inverted  the  little 
camp,  and  inclofed  it  in  the  night  by  detach- 
ments of  infantry,  who  were  ordered  to  fuffer 
no  one  to  pafs  them,  without  firrt  condudling 
him  to  the  Nabob,  to  be  quertioned  by  him. 
As  it  had  been  difficult  to  perfuade  Ayder  to 
fecure  the  old  man,  it  was  eafy  for  Nand  Raja 
to  perceive  that  he  was  under  guard,  which  put 
him  into  fuch  a rage  againrt  the  Nabob,  that  he 
carried  his  views  to  an  excefs  that  might  have 
been  fatal  to  any  other  prince  but  Ayder. 

The  unfortunate  Raja  fent  a mertenger  to 
the  Perrtan  writer,  named  Mirr  Saeb,  fecretary 
to  the  French  officer,  and  who  had  been  charg- 
ed with  the  letters  to  the  governor  of  Pondi- 
cherry : his  pretence  was  to  enquire  whether 
R 3 he 


2^6  THE  HISTORY  OF 

he  could  not  procure  from  Pondicherry  fome 
crude  fait  of  tartar  and  other  European  drugs  5 
the  Raja  being  a chemifl,  or  rather  alchemift, 
who  had  worked  many  years  to  difcover  the 
tranfmutation  of  metals.  The  Perfian  being 
alone  with  Nand  Raja  and  the  Bramin,  the 
former  propofed  to  him  to  acquaint  his  mafter, 
that  if  he  would  aflalEnate  Ayder,  he  (Nand 
Raja)  would  depofit  the  value  of  eight  lacs  of 
rupees  in  gold,  filver,  precious  ibones,  and 
elephants  ; the  irritated  old  man  being  deter- 
mined to  Rrip  himfelf  of  all  his  property  ra- 
ther than  not  fatisfy  his  vengeance  againft  his 
fuppofed  enemy  : the  projedf,  he  obferved,  was 
eafy  to  be  put  in  execution,  becaufe  the  Nabob, 
on  his  return  from  the  excurfion  he  made 
every  two  days,  pafled  the  night  by  the  light 
of  jflambeaux  before  the  camp  of  the  Euro- 
peans j and  nothing  could  prevent  their  feizing 
this  inftant,  and  ihooting  him  by  an  aim  taken 
from  the  infide  of  one  of  the  tents.  The 
writer,  according  to  his  own  account,  not 
daring  to  ihew  the  horror  this  propofition  made 
in  his  mind,  promifed  to  fpeak  on  the  fubje6t 
to  his  mailer,  and  to  give  an  anfwer  the  fol- 
lowing day  to  a Bramin  who  was  fliewn  to 
him  5 and  who  promifed  to  wait  at  the  gate  of 

a fmali 
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a fmall  pagoda  indicated  to  him.  The  writer 
made  hafte  to  inform  his  mafter  of  the  in- 
terviev/  he  had  had  with  the  Raja,  and  the 
abominable  commiffion  he  was  charged  with  : 
the  officer,  after  recovering  from  the  indigna- 
tion this  bafe  propofition  naturally  produced, 
ordered  him  to  keep  the  whole  a profound 
fecret  '^.  Fortunately  this  officer  had  been  one 
of  the  council,  in  which  the  affair  of  Nand 
Raja  had  been  difeuffed  ; he  knew,  confequent- 
ly,  that  on  that  very  day  the  Nabob  was  to 
decide  whether  Nand  Raja  ftiould  be  arrefted, 
and  to  diredt  in  what  manner  it  fhould  be 
done.  The  ftorm  that  v/as  ready  to  burff  on 
the  head  of  Ayder  did  not  permit  the  com- 
mandant to  defer  any  longer  the  waiting 
upon  him  ; he  therefore  went,  with  a determi- 
nation either  to  conceal  or  relate  what  had 
come  to  his  knowledge,  according  to  the  dif- 
pofition  he  might  find  Ayder  in,  with  regard  to 
arrefting  Nand  Raja  : when  he  came  into  the 

* The  writer  was  not  exa6^  in  his  obedience,  for  he 
communicated  the  whole  to  Mirza  Ali  Naki,  who  had 
been  commandant  of  Seapoys  at  Pondicherry  under 
MefiVs,  Lally  and  Leyrit,  aman  of  great  merit,  erteemed 
by  Ayder,  and  much  attached  to  the  French  ; he  did 
not  fail  to  acquaint  the  French  officer  of  the  indifere- 
tion  of  his  fecretary. 

R 4 prefence 


2148  the  history  of 

prefence  of  the  Nabob,  that  prince  addrelTed 
him  in  private  : That  old  fool,  Nand  Raja,” 
faid  he,  has  fent  for  your  Perfian  fecre- 
tary  to  give  him  a commilKon  to  procure 
drugs  from  Pondicherry  ; Has  the  man  men- 
tioned it  to  you  ?”  Certainly,”  replied 
the  French  officer,  he  has  given  me  an  ac- 
count of  his  interview,  and  I cannot  but  ad- 
vife  you,  after  what.  I have  heard,  not  to 
delay  a moment  in  arrefting  Nand  Raja.” 
“ It  is  a decided  ftep,”  returned  Ayder,  ‘‘  every 
thing  is  arranged  for  that  purpofe  j he  is  to 
make  his  public  entry  the  day  after  to-mor- 
row into  Syringpatnam,  at  the  head  of  his 
troops.  The  Itreets  he  palles  through  will  be 
lined  with  grenadier  TopafTes,  or  Seapoys,  and 
at  the  palace  there  will  be  placed  an  entire  bat- 
talion : his  troops  will  be  arranged  on  the 
parade  in  readinefs  to  relieve  the  pofts  as  they 
are  quitted  by  the  grenadiers  ; Mo£fum  has 
undertaken  to  difarrn  the  troops  and  all  his 
people  ; and,  leaving  him  only  his  women  and 
a few  domeftics,  will  confine  him  in  his  own 
palace  5 and,  fince  the  old  man  is  without  abili- 
ties, and,  no  one  can  rely  on  him,  every  thing 
will  be  performed  without  trouble,  before  the 
cannon  of  the  place  falute  Modum,  who  will 

quit 
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quit  his  government  to-morrow.  Send  as 
many  Europeans  into  the  town  as  you  can, 
as  cannoniers  : let  them  enter  by  fmall  par- 
ties, and  through  the  feveral  gates,  and  unite, 
as  if  by  curiofity,  about  the  palace  of  Nand 
Raja,  Do  not  go  yourfelf,  but  command  your 
officers  to  obey  pun6lually  the  orders  of  Moc- 
tum,  or  his  brother  Ifmael  Saeb.” 

The  little  attention  paid  by  Ayder  to  the 
manner  of  the  French  officer  when  he  inhfted 
on  arrelting  Nand  Raja,  fhews  how  far  he  is 
from  being  inclined  to  fufpecf  thofe  who  have 
gained  his  confidence. 

This  is  not  the  only  proof  of  the  opennefs 
of  his  character,  that  Ayder  has  given  the  fame 
officer  : for  that  very  night,  after  returning 
from  the  Dorbar  being  gone  to  reft,  he 
was  informed  from  the  prince  that  the  chief 
uftier  and  fword-bearer  of  the  Nabob  deftred 
to  fpeak  with  him  on  an  affair  of  the  laft  im- 
portance, which  they  could  communicate  to 
him  in  bed,  without  his  getting  up.  Being 
introduced,  they  faid,  The  guard  which, 
as  you  know,  is  placed  round  the  camp 

* The  Dorbar  is,  properly  fpeakin^,  the  council,  or 
pJace  where  it  is  held  j but  the  word  is  commonly  ufed 
to  denote  the  court. 
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of  Nand  Raja,  flopped  one  of  your  people, 
a fhort  time  ago,  coming  from  thence  ; 
and,  though  he  faid  he  belonged  to  you,  it 
was  thought  proper  to  condudl  him  to  the  Na- 
bob, becaufe  his  orders  on  that  head  are  very 
precife.  The  man,  in  paffing  by  your  guard, 
called  for  help;  and  the  guard,  knowing*  him, 
took  him  out  of  the  hands  of  his  conduclors, 
and  fet  him  free.  The  Nabob  has  therefore 
fent  us  to  beg  you  will  fend  the  man,  that  he 
may  be  known  by  thofe  who  arrefted  him  : 
he  has  alfo  charged  us  to  give  you  his  word, 
that  as  foon  as  it  is  certain  that  he  is  one  of 
your  people,  he  will  fend  him  back,  for  you 
to  do  v/hat  you  think  proper  with  hirn.^’ 

The  officer,  much  aftonifhed  at  this  news, 
which  he  fuppofed  to  have  fome  relation  to  the 
Perfian  writer,  ordered  enquiry  to  be  made  of 
the  guard,  concerning  the  man  they  had  libe- 
rated : to  which  his  valet-de-chambre  anfwer- 
ed,  ‘‘  He  is  a black  Peon  f,  whom  I fent  to 

* According  to  the  privileges  granted  to  the  Euro** 
peans,  all  decilions  refpeding  juftice,  among  them  and 
their  dependents,  are  made  by  themlelves. 

A Peon  is  a black  fervant,  wno  carries  a banda- 
lier,  with  a plate  or  tablet  of  the  arms  of  his  inafter,* 
and  who  runs  before  his  palanquin. 
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the  camp  of  Nand  Raja  before  midnight,  to 
procure  fome  manna,  as  I was  informed  that 
a druggift  of  that  camp  had  fome.  This 
Peon,  having  met  an  acquaintance,  amufed 
himfelf  till  after  midnight,  knowing  he  was 
not  wanted  : on  his  return  he  was  arrefted, 
which  he  fuppofed  improper,  on  account  of  the 
protedlion  of  your  bandalier  he  carried  ; he 
therefore  called  out  as  he  palled  your  guard, 
and  was  fet  free.”  The  officer  ordered  the 
Peon  to  be  fent  for,  and  put  him  into  the  hands 
of  the  prince’s  officers,  by  whom  he  was  con- 
dudfed  into  the  prefence.  The  guards  imme- 
diately knew  him,  and  Ayder  v/as  contented 
with  alking  him  this  queftion,  Did  you 
come  from  Pondicherry  with  your  mafter  ? ” 
And  on  his  replying  in  the  affirmative,  he  fent 
him  back,  and  the  affair  was  thus  termi- 
nated. 

On  the  day  appointed,  Nand  Raja,  without 
any  miilruft,  made  a pompous  entrance  into 
Syringpatnam,  at  the  head  of  his  little  army, 
the  cannon  firing,  and  the  troops  beating  to 
arms,  and  faluting  him.  Being  arrived  at  his 
palace,  his  attention  was  taken  up  by  the  com- 
pliments of  the  great  men  of  the  city,  who 
were  admitted  by  few  at  a time,  on  the  pre- 
tended 
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tended  account  of  not  making  too  great  a 
crowd.  Mo£lum  then  entered  the  city,  fol- 
lowed by  a number  of  officers,  and  made  a 
Ijgn  to  the  troops,  not  to  pay  him  any  ho- 
nours : he  went  dire61:ly  to  the  palace  of  Nand 
Raja,  where  every  one  fuppofed  he  v/as  going 
to  pay  his  refpedls  ; and  difmounting,  he  caufed 
the  firft  company  of  the  battalions  of  Seapoys 
who  guarded  the  gate,  to  follow  him.  As 
foon  as  he  came  into  the  prefence  of  Nand 
Raja,  who  came  to  meet  him,  he  acquainted 
him,  that  Ayder,  being  informed  that  he  was 
furrounded  by  people  who  gave  him  bad  ad- 
vice, had  fent  him  to  remove  them  from  about 
him  : at  the  fame  time  he  commanded  all  pre- 
lent to  leave  the  palace,  which  was  done  with- 
out uttering  a word  ; the  grenadiers  followed 
them  5 and  Modlum  remaining  with  Nand 
Raja,  his  two  fons,  and  fome  officers,  the 
converfation  was  carried  on  with  the  greateft 
politenefs.  Modlum  acquainted  the  two  princes 
that  they  were  to  make  the  campaign  ; and 
that,  inftead  of  one  father,  they  would  find 
two  in  Ayder  and  himfelf.  During  this  fhort 
converfation,  the  women  and  all  the  family 
of  Modlum  were  announced.  Mo^lum  took 
his  leave,  carrying  the  two  princes  with  him, 

to 
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to  whom  he  reprefented,  that  it  became  their 
dignity  to  wait  upon  the  Nabob,  and  give 
him  an  account  of  all  that  had  pafTed.  Thefe 
young  noblemen  departed,  accompanied  by 
many  of  Mojftum’s  officers  ; neither  they  nor 
Nand  Raja  expreffing  the  leaft  aftonifhment 
or  chagrin.  After  their  departure,  Mo6i:um 
fpoke  a word  to  Nand  Raja’s  general,  who 
ordered  his  troop  to  ground  their  arms,  which 
was  done  with  great  filence.  All  the  gates 
and  windows  of  Nand  Raja’s  palace,  that 
looked  towards  the  Rreet,  were  afterwards 
walled  up,  except  the  principal  entrance  ; 
which  is  no  great  disfigurement  in  an  Indian 
palace,  whofe  principal  front  lies  towards  the 
gardens.  Then  it  was  that  Nand  Raja,  to 
the  great  fatisfadlion  of  the  dowager  Dayva, 
found  himfelf  fhut  up  in  his  own  palace. 
Ayder  paid  the  arrears  due  to  his  troops,  which, 
for  the  mod:  part,  enlifted  among  his  own. 
On  the  valuation  of  the  Raja’s  income,  it  v/as 
found  to  be  equal  to  four  lacs  of  rupees  : two 
of  which  were  allowed  him  for  his  own  main- 
tenance, and  the  other  two  were  given  to  his 
fons,  who  made  the  campaign  with  a brilliant 
equipage,  under  the  condudf  of  their  father’s 
old  general,  who  appears  to  have  been  in  in- 
telligence 
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telligence  with  Ayder^  in  the  tranfadion  juft 
related. 

All  the  preparations  for  the  campaign  being 
made,  the  two  armies  began  their  march  ; 
that  of  Nizam  took  the  road  of  Ofcota,  and 
that  of  Ayder  pafled  by  the  way  of  Bengue- 
lour. 

When  they  had  arrived,  and  encamped  at 
the  gates  of  this  city,  feveral  councils  v/ere 
held,  to  determine  on  the  operations,  and  take 
the  necelTary  meafures  : Bazaletzing,  Rocum 
Daulla,  and  feveral  other  chiefs,  aftifted  at 
thefe  councils.  It  was  agreed,  that  the  two 
armies  fhould  march  always  feparate,  but  at 
fuch  a diftance  as  to  affift  each  other  in  all 
their  operations  : that  the  army  of  Ayder 
Ihould  take  the  avant-garde  till  they  had  palled 
the  mountains  : and  that,  when  they  had  en- 
tered the  kingdom  of  Arcot,  it  fliould  again 
be  confidered,  whether  it  was  beft  to  adl  fepa- 
lately  or  conjointly. 
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